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20 VETERAN‘B ABSISTANCE COoMMISSIO o -
_20-02  VETERAN'S AGSISTANCE é;:;;:ss:o e T e '
20=01=35112.001 TELEPHONE . 1,991.1%9 1,704.39 3,000.00 26.0 T ?81.83 3,000.
20-01-547.001 BLDG RENTAL/UTILITIES 297 68 3,000.00  3,000.00 Q.9 .00 3.000. e T 3
20=01~540.001 POSTAGE Sl . N .00 . - "t 0.00 300.00 c.6 o 2.00 300. - Ny 300.-"::" L I|
_20-01-548.001 EDUCATION S : ' 0.00 T 126.40 5_0_9_._9_0 0.0 __0.00 500. g, T
20-01-550.004 CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS . - 897.97 6é68.28 $00.00 86.5 432,73 500. 500. of
_20-01-354.001 TRAVEL & TRANSP (EMERG AMB) 3,589.78 e.::éa.vo 10,000.00  =8.4 S.866.00 12,000. 17,000. -
20-01~570.004 DUES AND MEMBERSHIP ' ;' . .  90.00 . so.00 125 .00 c.o o.00 125, (.15 "
_20-01-S82.001 NEW PROGRAMS 6.0 o.00 __ae,9E3.36___o.0 __©0.00____50,000._____50,000- e
20~01=601.001 OFFICE SUPPLIES e Sos.88 TC0.00  JIa.g@ . 174.24 500. - 500. _ h.,‘(f
20-01-4601.002 BOOK3 & PERIODICALS ' o @4.00__. 350.75 309.00 :-;.;:3 . 82.00 300. 300. —
20-01-601.003 OFFICE EQUIPMENT REPAIR | 0.00 0.00 100.00 0.0 0.00 100. 1100, T ¢
_20-01-410.001 PRINTING : .' | 0.00 0.00 =00. 00 0.0 6.00 300. D300, 7 e e
20-01~701.001 NEW EQUIPMENT 74.23 2,605.7% 500 .00 4.8 2423 500. 2,000. ‘ ol
?9:(_)1..—717.001 LCAN TO REPQ‘Y 0.CO Q.00 0.00 0.0 0.00
20-01-806.001 EMERGENCY RELIEF .-+ . 70,891.2% _ ®=9,277.51 ?T.000.00 30.8 23,109.94 75,000. . 75,000.5%
20—01-810.001 HEALTH & LIFE INS - . 1.440.00 2,280.00 | 3,000.00 __3i.& $50..00 o wne T
20~01=-810.002 UNEMPLOYMENT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 0.00
_20-01-817.001 CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL : 0.00 . 807.96 __ 100,000.00 1.4 1. 447.50___ 100,000, 100,000,
20-01-87%.001 CONTINGENCIES S - 0.00 0.00 = 10,000.00 0.0 0.00 10,000. ... 105000. . (
20~014 =207 001 SURERIN-LENDANT — P v ‘ seroeo—or - - —~< ____ 31,000. Ry ]
20561065, 00 mEEICE SUFERVISOR . °.210. 00 12 0% A% 43 364sta—ass sr=er—=s  15,000. 20
20-01-969.001 SECRETARY . 0.00 . 0.00 ©.00 0.0 0.00 | —
20-01-986.001 EXTRA HELP - 0.00 440 .00 .  ©0.00 o.o c.00 _ 1. - N

’ Service Officer _ 18,000. ) :l
Vehicle Operations ‘ ' . e Ann
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20-01 VETERAM'S AGSISTANCE COMMIS S . g i
20-01-511.001 TELEPHONE 1,991.19 1,704.39 3,000.00 26.0 7e1.63 3,000. $3,000. "ag
20-01-547.004 BLDG RENTAL/UTILITIES 5?7.6.;6 3.,000.00 3,000.00 0.0 0 .00 3,000. 3,000,
20-01-540.001 POSTAGE ' ©.00 . " 0.00 300.00 c.e - 2.00 300. .,','-3095":“" S !'
20-01-548.001 EDUCATION © .00 S 36-40 50_9__._99 o_._g o o 0.00 500. S ;50-0_4' coeest, B
20=01=550.004 CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS é97.97 6468 .28 S00.00 86.3 432 .73 500. 500. o
RO=01-3554.001 TRAVEL & TRANSE C(EMERG aMB) 3,589.73 8.‘."_.".:8.90 10, 000.00 s8.6 5,.866.,00 12,000. 17,0093 i
20-01~570.001 DUES AND MEMBERSHIP - %0.00 _'90.00 125.00 °.0 o.00  125. L1zs. T l‘
20-01-582.001 NEW PROGRAMS ' 6.00 6.00 46,983 .36 o.0 " .00 50,000. 50, 000. "
20-01-601.001 OFFICE SUPPLIES a==.78 30s.88 T00.00 3a.8 . 17a4.24 500. 500. | " . (’
20=-01=601.002 BOOKS & PERIODICALS ‘pa.00 . 3¥o.7S 300.00 :?;:3 82.00 300. 300. —
20-01-601.003 OFFICE EQUIPMENT REPAIR ©.o0 0.00 100.00 o.o 0.00 100. ++100. ' f".(
20=01-640.002 PRINTING ©.00 .00 _300.09 0.0 0.00 300. : 2300, 7t et
20=04=701.001 NEW EQUIPMENT 26.23 2,605.7% =00.00 4.8 24 .2 500. 2,000. ) o
;9:3:'1-7:.7.001 LOAN TO REPAY 0.c0 .00 ©.00 0.0 0.00 '
20=01~-80&.004 EMERGENCY RELIEF 70.891.2% _ =9,z77.S1 7T.000.00 30.8 23,109.94 75.,000. 75,0005
20=01-810.001 HEALTH & LIFE INS 1,440.00 2,280.00 3,000.00 3i.6 9%0.00 4 R9g TR
20=01=010.002 UNEMPLOYMENT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 0.00
20=01-317.001 CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL ©.00 SO07 .96 100,000.00 1.4 4, 847 .50 100,000. 100_.9(?)0..
20~01-87T.001 CONTINGENCIES R o.00 ' ©.00 10,000.00 0.0 ' 0.00 10'.,000. ... 10,000,
10=01 =R02. 00 I—SURERINTENDANT S0 e P . o . 3_1’10000 s o ‘
1061 565 OOT=mECISE SUPERVISOR ~ = S B0t 2P soersa  15,000. 2
10~01 =969 .001 SECRETARY 0.00 0.00 .00 0-0 0.00
10-01~984.001 EXTRA HELP ©.00 440 .00 . o.co 0.0 o.o0 S LTI
" ) Service Officer : ,L&QQQ- - :,
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By the Assoclated Press

Legaslamre holds

Continental's fate .

CHICAGO —. Continental Bank has asked
Ilhnms legxslatxve leaders to consider
. measures to make it easer. for thé troubled

industry giant to merge with, or be bought by, .

_an out-of-state bank. Such leglslation could ,
"stir up the historic battle between big and
small banks Small banks have for years op- o
_ posed mergers and - branch banking thaf
goéuld put them at a com'petitive dlsadvan-
e ] : v, poud 3 \ .

~‘ S v Lo
'.

Duame makes case

" WASHINGTN Salvadom Prwdent
Jose Duarte met with key members:-of -
Congress today determined to make his case
against ve - efforts
mhtary aid to protection of human rights. In’

spsed\ Monday night, he said attempts by
congressio

i oa et il i . Ve e
ts-menegement has recom-.
ur.cn u §2.5 billion -

to < Hnk: US"‘-‘

nal}: liberals to im se_umilateral
_ intbe na_meroﬁ

bearing on our d,

'anpgar'*m h@

: B DAvm PICCIOLI
- le girls- will havetheu'
: dxamondvon“

veterans care facility. Theseuses- hird
mpatible --and hm&hmm;ueof baltﬁer vers us.

' veterans care center came to the
i “floor. Wojciechowski was
“joined by Aldermen Leo Nosalik,
“Zeke Iwaszek and Walt Kinc-
“zewski in votmg against the ball
~field. -
‘Why don’t we wait for a
definitive answer from the gover-
veterax\s facility? That's
e're askmg

,apparently coexns& V
said the letter

St.-Mary’s.

S 100 late this year:to have a’
-used.:] still

The issue 0{ a haﬂ mamond 'os;

- Are———

u' TR p: CY R TG oy Cimeen e ve

: the the fleor. Bit Foley and Bud

stgn: on the - §1:4

- Mondsny

’s yvote wag the

,.;mi_rd by Firsi ward! nlacm‘en at
-{Continueddn Page17) . - .

. ,for ”

Sanieczny . ware_joined, Monday_ T
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By LINDA KLECZEWSKI
Spring Valley swimming pool plans
took another giant step towards
ground-breaking Monday as the city
council approved a date to open pool
- ‘construction bids. SR

"The council earmarked June 28 as -

the 'bid date for the aluminum tank
pool. However, Will Fredericks, ar-

drawings and other documents must
be accepted by the Illinois ‘Dept. of

Monday’s decision was the latest
. development in the pool project’s 20-
year history. “Several months "ago,

Fredericks presented final sketchesto

Gpring Valley Couneil sets June 2€
date for opening of bids on pool

A

" and $10 for every informal megting. €

the council, detailing construction: :

specifications. . .
The proposed pool promises to be
easier to care for than its concrete

. $17,000 in 1985 — up from the current: R
- wagesof $14,500. In addition, the clerk . . Concrete, resuriagh
will regeive an extra $500 per year for awarded to Universal

_ eounterparts, Fredericks said earlier

- aluminum tanks are less vilnerable

to the Midwest's heat-thaw cycle; in

addition, these pools are reportedly
easier to maintain and repair, he said.
“Funds for- the project continue to
roll in. The swimming pool commit-

. tee, led by Frank Mignone, reports it

. (Conmlned from l?age ohe)
Sobin and Sam Raccuglia.

““I'm an ironworker. I'm for the *

for me,” Sobin stressed. .
;May()l'l Al Gu]'ua’ Speak_ing
-gharply ¢ during the counci

“debate, said part .of the ground
be

site. : _
" Wojciechowski - said Hedges

governor; he just gives answers
. o letters and questions.” .

recognize an aide to the gover-
nor,” responded Foley.
ake this

“does not make decisions for the

a carnival ’

' La Salle girls

bring.. But that letter 1s ‘enough™ "~ ~ S

£ Garbage pickup
removed for the ball diamond will ’ -days changed m: \

_be used as base for a fire station i n: . T

.7, “In other words you -dont |

complete the project. A $200,000 state-

".tenance acopunt.

Other business: . 7 . Til.'Othe ;
7 SALARIES — Spring Valley alder- . allcagoBﬁdge%nd IronCo
. : 5, ar- - men and the city clerk all got pay ~Caldwell ‘Tanks; Inc.
chitect’ for the project, -said :final. " raises Monday - after the council ap- 5189840,
. pmvedanordmaneegrantmg the'in- STOREN ‘ L

Conservation before construction can’ .

THE DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE ’
U Toesday, May 28,1534

tos most-of the §450,000 needed to  fnding- |
most of the $450 ed mﬁ%mde:fme m%
included in this - ; struction inclu lling: a:900,0

' ' gallon standpipe] The council; awar-
ded the, 3171'-@'1;9:01@;@%%75& ;

matching grant is I

estimate. Leftfx{)ver m«l)lnies l‘{rom, aiﬁ:
ol N start a main-:

fund-raising-efforts vill star arn sl Tankand' t

.. Til. 'Other bids' were also: reviewed

£1,300;

Construction’ of  Plainfie!

Eroses ing B ' 7, cunc aprov
" Aldermen, who haven’t had “‘a raise . . frofm Boehm Bros. of Fern 0.
in. 10 .years,” will receive $50 per .. plete earmwcrkontbe rivi)
meeting beginning iri1985. They will - other bids wer@: also;:sum

also receive $25 per special meeting 'A'CODS!(!elja,_tlon:. Grand

% cavating, Marseilles, §1

called by the mayor. R W
The city clerk’s salary will jump to’ "

* -Corp. for its $26,862bid. "
¢~ POLICE-— Glen Mealey:was' ap--
: pointed assista’nt‘ctﬁef.pgolipeimﬁu -
the position vacated by Jetf Casford: !
Chief. of Police James Smigpde told

the council that Casford: ace '
position with the Crest Hill:
ment. o

for improvements with the $208,842in |
consttjuction work approved by the

council. ‘
This total falls well below the
sl gl hgh ockrant
ball diamond app

show. Vote - your “convictions,”
said a red-faced Gunia. LR

“This is pretty neat,” commen- -
ted Kari'Yerussl;if,:;a member of . ‘e

enough ‘votes; -

i e . . mother altending the,
' behalf of the girls led
Officials of the lea

" Rand R Wozniak Sanitation has an-

nounced changes in garbage pickup in
La Salle and Peru because of Mon. "
day’s Memorial Day holiday.

ationpforLal |

réunion has been extended to June

Monday" will instead be picked up - 1338, it o1

Tuesday, May 29. ST . ‘The reunton will be:July
In La Salle, garbage usually picked Q“‘a‘gzm{fo ang 3‘
up Monday will b.g'plcked upSamr- shoule X 29@’ m.l\'m‘6

day, May 26. - < Eighth,

Avad AR T s r sl Ak chisda i

iz,



oTAL

81
101
800

54
100

16
404

83

222
156
238
48
-0,
2447

100
2
3

30
8
16
28
4
11
7
—Li
257

49
3
68
56
417
28
58
16
214
50

58
55
123
23
31
1249

8

4
24
278
24
14

130
1

113
59
73
13

18

765

1989
TaraL

e

80
14
87
84
795
54
75
16
374
59
16
199
118
207
43
50
2271

THIS DATE
LAST YEAR

53
12
79
96
734
53
80
15
381
71

192
136
211
42
45
2200

-********************************************************************************#

IVISION IV
3 287
52 114
é7 208
74 63
78 114
84 203
92 337
70. 30
74 72
76 173
78 25
3TAaL 1626

K*******************************************************************************#'

4

é

8
10
51
50
70
33
32
pL
14
ITAL

574
35
15

209
18

52
48
486
12

1449

29
2
8
1
9

31

12
9

101

84
52
82
14
57
33
83
12
43
97
10
567

266
22
8

1
129
14
2
28
35
382

887

187
58
112
19
is8
166
140
17
19
33
10
779

217
S
3
1

38
1
3

10
4

50

332

300
112
202
34
84
199
254
29
74
139
20
1447

508
33
11
14

191
25
19
40
42

482

[R—

1365

279
106
199
36
106
202
280
27
70
170
_23
1498

544
32
15

193
18

52
47
463

1364

:********************************************************************************

v

0
TAL

3,659
1,524——
2,447
1,626
1,449

—=819
11,524

195

103 — -

257
101
146

25

827

1,453

648

1,249
567

887

447
5,251

1,812
678
765
779

332

292
4,658

3,460
1,429
2,271
1,447
1,365

764
10,736

3,345
1,443
2,200
1,498
1,364

776
10,626

********************************************************************************
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ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT AMVETS 2206 SOUTH SIXTH STREET SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62703

MEMBERSHIP REPORT AS OF MARCH 31,1989 1988/1989
PUBL ISHED APRIL 5, 1¢
1988 1989 THIS DAl
POST. TOTAL, NEW RENEW LIFE TOoTAL LAST YE¢
DIVISION I '
1 39 1 19 18 38 34
2 20 13 7 20 20
5 35 13 22 35 35
7 274 125 140 265 233
13 312 2 254 23 279 297
17 295 3 56 203 262 267
18 252 29 217 246 247
24 59 5 12 45 62 57
34 178 9 . 84 81 174 175
36 172 4 159 163 172
42 58 18 25 43 56
43 247 13 137 91 241 - 233
47 38 2 13 23 38 37
48 13 4 9 _ 13 13
66 285 81 130 118 . 329 236
68 48 34 34 48
72 202 15 111 73 199 183
80 141 38 96 134 135
97 73 31 31 62 65
99 65 3 33 21 57 55
109 41 " 2 38 40 39
124 44 1 30 14 45 27
152 49 10 9 33 52 45
165 38 12 8 21 41 38
173 26 24 24 26
192 188 1 69 57 127 160
234 19 18 : 18 19
243 249 18 138 80 ' 236 229
247 0 - . 17 20 - —-70 - -—— B L A~
252 70 1 24 30 55 50
268 0 20 Y — —ts 21 il
TOTAL 3659 195 1453 1812 3460 3345

25 53 14 36 5 55 40
32 365 21 256 89 366 351
35 171 S5 48 108 161 166
89 24 1 25

103 352 16 132 161 309 330
145 228 4 63 116 183 219
167 41 1 12 29 42 41
245 52 3 21 31 55 49
250 149 1 27 79 107 137
255 8% 6 49 38 93 86
277 24 —8 —4 21 — D —24
TOTAL 1524 103 648 678 1429 - 1443

************************************************************************** XAKKKKXK.



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of December 13, 1989.

Meeting was opened in due form. Roll call of officers was taken,
all officers were present or accounted for. Minutes of previous
meeting were read. Motion by Al Strozewski, seconded by Sam
Maggio, minutes be accepted as read.

Our Superintendent explained further developments of old
business. BAll questions of delegates present were answered.

Ron Cummings gave an update on the MIA/POW issue. He further
shared with our delegates newspaper articles which were written
by other veterans organizations. He gave each delegate a copy of
"U.S. VETERANS NEWS AND REPORT" and a VETERAN OUTLOOK publication
called, "BRAVO".

Next we had our election of officers for fiscal year 1990. They
are as follows:

Chairman - John R. Cawley
Senior Vice - Carl Kirar
Chaplain - Sam Maggio

Sgt. at Arms - Ralph Adler

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Ralph Adler, +to adjourn.
Motion passed. :

Members present:

Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Al Strozewski,
‘American Legion, Post 426; Joseph Iwaszek, Catholic War Veterans
Post 1229; Robert Anderson, American Legion, Post 33; Nick
Pacetti, VFW Post 4668; Samuel Maggio, Marine Corp League; and
Ron Cummings, Nam Vets

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin J. Rue
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Veterans MAssistance Commission minutes from January
11, 1989.

Chairman John Cawley Qpened meeting in due form.
Roll call of officers showed all present.

Minutes of previous meeting was read, Motion by Ed
Wroblewski, seconded by Sam Maggio, that the minutes
be approved as read. Motion passed.

QLD BUSINESS: Supt. Rue thanked Sam Maggio and Nick
Pacetti for their assistance with Jim Noel's family's
request for type A+ blood donations. He further
stated that for the past week W.L.P.0O. has been
requesting type A+ Dblood donors. - It appears the
hospitals are short of this type blood.

We were again told of veterans being denied
admission, out-patient treatment, and monthly
medications by the VA. The problem continues to.get
worse due to the budgetary shortfalls of our medical
facilities. It is up to each and evervone of wus to
get our posts, friends, and relatives to contact our
Representatives and insist that they replenish the VA
budget.

Our Superintendent announced that Congressman Hastexrt
has agreed to meet with the Concerned Veterans
Spokesman and Business Agents pertaining to the
Haztech allegations. This meeting will take place at
10:00 a.m. on January 17, 1589.

We again discussed the possibility of another MIA/POW
symposium. Nam Vets felt that for $1500 they could
sponsoxr this symposium. What we need is a fund
raiser to cover those costs. If we could get those
posts that have BINGO to sponsor one BINGO, with the
proceeds going to the fund raiser, we would have
enough money. Talk to the posts and see how they
feel about holding a BINGC foxr this cause.

Motion by Bob Anderson,, seconded by Carl Kirar, to
adjourn the meeting. Motion passed. : -

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Nick Pacetti, Post 4668; Sam Maggio, Marine
Corp League; Joseph Iwaszek, Post 1229; Lenard Laws;
Post 78; Ralph Adler, Post 235; Ed Wroblewski, Post
8232; Carl Kirar, Post 883; and Robert Anderson, Post
33. :

Alternate Tony Xarczewski, Post 78; Superintendent
Martin Rue, and Chairman John R. Cawlevy
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Veterans Assistance Commiséion minutes of February 8,
1989. : ‘

Chairman John Cawley opened meeting in due form.
Roll call of officers taken, all officers present.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Mot@on by
John Sadowski, seconded by Sam Maggio, that minutes
be accepted as read.

Our Superintendent discussed the meeting January 17,
1989 with Congressmen Hastert pertaining to Haztech,
Inc. It is our understanding that the Attorney
General's Office was investigating the violations of
state laws pertaining to this site. It was also
mentioned that a public meeting with Representatives
Breslin and Mautino and Senator Welch took place on
1/18/89. It is important that our legislature become
actively inveolved in this legislation.

Qur Superintendent again mentioned that the NamVets
would be willing to sponsor an MIA/POW symposium if
they could find $2,000. to pay for costs of
transportation and expenses of the invited speakers.
Any veterans organizations wishing +to chair this
proiject is welcomed.

We were then informed that the States Attorney's
Office had requested to see one of our clients files.
They wanted to know the financial payment our office
has made per month to this individual through General
Assistance. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Ed
Wroblewski, that the cnly way our Superintendent will
provide information to any agency pertaining to our
indigent war era veterans will be if that agency
£fills out the proper request for information forms.
Our war era veterans are entitled to confidentiality
and we should protect +their privacy. Motion passed
unanimously.

We were then told about the countless denials from VA

health care facilities by our veterans. Due to the
VA budget ' shortfalls, our comrades are being denied
inpatient as well as outpatient entitlements. This
will only increase as the months  go on unless
Congress appropriates additional funding. By not

providing the needed shortfalls they will be saving
the federal governmment thousands of dollars and will
be losing hundreds of veterans due to needless
premature deaths. It is up to our people to insist
that human rights begin at home. It is inhumane,
callous, and sadistic to make our aged veterans die
in the street in order +o prove that there is a
shortage in VA funding. Contact your



na

representatives and +tell them of your anger at this
treatment.

We then discussed the rededication hoax of our
Illinois Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The monument is
hallow ground and has already been dedicated in
memory of our living and dead. - There is no sane
reason why it should be rededicated a year latter.

- We must never use our memorials- for anything other

than to pay tribute to those for whom it was meant to
honor. Let us remember this from this day forth.

Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded by Ed Wroblewski, to
adjourn.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Delegates Tony Karczewski, BAmvets Post 78; Nick

Pacetti, Post 4668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League;
Mike Shelton, Nam Vets; Carl Kirar, Post 883; Ed

‘'Wroblewski, Post 8232; John Cawley, Post 237; and

Ralph Adler, Post 235

Alternates John Sadowski, Post 883; Lenord Laws, Post
78; and James Cappellini, Post 235

'Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue



VAC & DATA PROCESSING
DATA PROCESSING

A meeting of the Data Processing Committee was held January 31, 1989 in room 245
with the §ofLLowing members present:

Arthur . Madden, Michael J. Crowley, Joseph J. Panzica, Ruth (Betty) Woodrich,
Ron Rosengren, Charles Klever Jn., and R. Pete Bradley

Motion by Madden Znd by Crowley that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved
as read. Cawried

Motion by Rosengren Ind by Panzica that the bills in the amount of $14,465.34 be
allowed forn department 01-05. Cawried

. Comments: Mn. Hayden neponted on Nwising Home request fon equipment. Nursing Home
Committee nequested mone information. StilL Looking for package program designed

for Nunsing Homes. Mr. Hayden also reviewed some minor changes in procedures nequested
in various offices. Possibility of more equipment. (Approx $8,000.00)

Motion by Madden 2nd by Rosengren that after neview of same with Committee by Mr.
Hayden, that neport covering Dick Vicich activities for January be accepted and
placed on file. Cauvried

Comments: Tom Walsh explained diagram of Net Work and Emulating Cables in his Office.
Tom stated taxes about ready to be §inalized and preperation begun. Discussion

on new procedure in County Clerks Office. Discussion on new contract with TLLinois
Valley coming up. Cwurent one expires November 30, 1989.

Comments: Tom Walsh requested permission to have some-one grom post office Zo
appear at a meeting and discuss zip codes (plus 4) as nelated fo mailings. Tom
Walsh distributed hand outs entitled "Computer output Microdilm YS. Hard Copy
Collectons Books". Discussion on same in regarnds to advantages.

Motion by Woodrich Znd by Klever that the meeting recess. Caniied
vAC
A meeting of the VAC Committee was held January 31, 1989 in room 245.

Motion by Madden 2nd by Crowley that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved
as nead. Cawried

Motion by Panzica Znd by Klever that the bills in the amount of $1,415.45 be allowed
fon department 20-01. Cawried

Comments: Mr. Creedon, Atty forn 7 Townships appeared at the meeting for finalization
of Inter Governmental Agreements. Final copy to be given to BLEL Banich for final
approval. Copy of §inal draft to be given to Copmittee Members.

Motion by Madden 2Znd by Crowley that Petty cash fund for 3rd party transfer
neimburnsement be raised to $1,000.00 for one month only then reimbursement at $750.00
(on a thail basis) thereagter. Canried

szmentét Mt. Rue stated he had been tabulating additional work Load due to weekend
neleases.

Motion by Woodrich 2nd by Rosengren that the meting adjourn.
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from the March
8, 1989 meeting. :

Chairman Cawley opened the 3/8/89 meeting in due
form. Roll call of officers was taken. Rll officers
were present or accounted for.

Minutes of previous meeting were <xread. Motion by
Robert Anderson, seconded by Mike Gaynor,_to accept
the minutes as corrected. Add to the minutes that

Vietnow has contracted a firm to solicit area
donatiocns which will benefit Vietnam Veteran

Programs. A firm keeps 85% of the contributions and
15% goes to Vietnow. = We strongly recommend telling
the area businesses not to contribute. Motion
passed. . ’

We are still looking for a post to spensor a fund
raiser campaign so that Ottawa Nam Vets can put on a
POW/MIA Symposium, Ron Cummings would be happy to
chair this project. We must raise approximately
$2,000. Ron further stated +that at the April VAC
meeting he will bring declassified documents from the
CIA pertaining to MIAs. He said there have been live
sightings of Bmerican Veterans still being held
hostage from the Korean War.

The Superintendent discussed a proposed Medical
Intergovernmental Agreement between the Township
Supervisors, LaSalle County Bocard, and our Veterans
Assistance Commission Office. He informed us of the
present status of the litigation between Osage
Township and a LaSalle County Veteran. Should this
case continue, a decision would rendered by the Court
which will stipulate who is obligated to administexr
total General Assistance to a War Era Veteran.
Because they are War Era Veterans, we have set our
Standard Payment Schedule aside in order not to be a
detriment to our people. I persocnally feel we are
not only War Era Veterans, we are also a citizen of
the United States of America. It appears many of our
politicians do not feel this way. ' ,

It was announced that another rally would be held on
Sunday, March 12, 1989 at the Chicago Art Institute. -
They are requesting bodies of concerned pecople.
Let's remember that our Flag represents all citizens
of the United States, not just veterans. We are also
awaiting for the petitions to get back in requesting
that Scott Tvlier be expelled and Judge Tillis be
removed from +the bench. Get those in as soon as
possible.



A motion was made by Carl Kirar, seconded by Mike
Gaynor, that +the LaSalle County Veterans Assistance
Commission Superintendent sign the Intergovernmental
Agreements for medical expenditures as they come in.
Motion passed.

Motion by Robert Anderson, seconded by Mike Shelton,
that we adjourn. Motion passed. :

- Members present:

Delegates Al Strozewski, Post 426; Joe Iwaszek, Post
1229: Mike Gaynor, Post 729; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp
League; Ed Wroblewski, Post 8232; Carl Kirar, Post
883; Mike Shelton, Nam Vets; Robert BAnderson, Post
33; and Lenard Laws, Amvets.

Alternates Ron Cummings, Nam Vets; James Cappellini,
Post 235; and John Sadowski, Post 883

Chairman John Cawley and Superintendent Martin~Rue
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We have State and Federal Laws covering veteran
protectionvright for employment. These 1laws also
direct corporations to hire veterans on jobs, if they
are qualified, that are totally State or Federally

funded. These jobs are considered public works and -

the State or Federal Government pays the contractors

the prevailing wage governed by Federal Statute. We
in LaSalle County have two such jobs. One is funded
from the Federal Super Fund for toxic cleanup and the
other is funded from the Federal Housing Department
which governs construction of low to Aoderate income
senior citizen housing. The sad thing is even though
hundreds of millions of Federal dollars are being
spent on such projects, no people from the State of
Il1linois are being hired. Practically all people
hired are from out §r state. In an area such as ours
where unemployment is running about 15%, this
practice is inexcusable. Anothexr thing we must
remember is about 60% of ouf ﬁnion labor forces are
vetefans. Veterans are supposedly a priority group
for hiring. It does no good to allege that our
Congressional delegates from Illinois are bringing in
hundreds of millions of dollars in public works if it
is being pocketed by out of staté contragtors or out
of state emplovees. Our State of Illinois Veterans

need employment also.



NEGI VETERAN'S FACILITY - LASALLE COUNTY - LASALLE, ILLINOIS

Bid Opening: April 19, 1989, 1:30 p.m., Chicago (Mechanical)
April- 26, 1989, 1:30 p.m., Chicago (General)

Construct New Building MBE/FBE Targeted
CDB No. 040-050-001

Type of Work:

1. General - Under $3,500,000 4. Ventilation - Under $400,000
2. Plumbing - Under $400,000 5. Electrical - Under $500,000
3. Heating - Under $500,000 6. Sprinkler - Under $100,0600

Plans Available From: Heard & Associates, Ltd.
: 332 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, lllincis 60604
312-786-0770 .
Plan Deposit: $150.00

CDB Project Manager: Lloyd Holldorf, 312-917-6000




Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from April 12,
1989. :

Chairman Cawley opened meeting is due form. Roll
call of officers called, all officers present except
the Sgt. at Arms, who was absent.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Motion by
Robert Anderson, seconded by John Sadowski, the
minutes be accepted as read. Motion passed.

Supt. Rue updated our old business. " Questions
pertaining to our old business were answered.

NEW BUSINESS: Oour Supt. read letters that he had
written pertaining to veteran hiring, our Flag, and
VA denied admissions. He will handout a copy of

those letters at our May meeting.

Motion by Sam Maggio, seconded by Mike Shelton,; that
the adjourn. Motion passed.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Al Strozewski, American Legion, Post 426;
Joseph Iwaszek, Catholic War Veterans, Post 1229; Ed
Wroblewski, V.F.W. Post 8232; Carl Kirar, Catholic
War Veterans Post 883; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post
L668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League; Mike Shelton,
Nam Vets; and Bob Anderson, American Legion Post 33

Alternates: John Sadowski, Catholic War Veterans,
Post 883 :

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from April 12,
1989.

Chairman Cawley opened meeting is due foxrm. Roll
call of officers called, all officers present except
the Sgt. at Arms, who was absent.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Motion by
Robert Anderson, seconded by John Sadowski, the
minutes be accepted as read. Motion passed.

Supt. Rue updated our old business. Questions
pertaining to our old business were answered.

,

NEW BUSINESS: Our Supt. read letters that he had
written pertaining to veteran hiring, our Flag, and
VA denied admissions. He will handout a copy of

those letters at our May meeting. :

Motion by Sam Maggio, secqnded by Mike Sheltoeon, that
the adjourn. Motion passed.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Al Strozewski, Mmerican Legion, Post 426;
Joseph Iwaszek, Catholic War Veteranz, Post 1229; Ed
Wroblewski, V.F.W. Post 8232; Carl Kirar, Catholic
War Veterans Post 883; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post
4668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League; Mike Shelton,
Nam Vets; and. Bocb Anderson, American Legion Post 33

Alternates: John "Sadowski, Catholic War Veterans,
Post 883 .

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237



"WILL THERE BE ANY VA MEDICAL ENTITLEMENT BY 19927"

I will discuss the continuation of 1loss of
medical entitlements through the VA due to the 1988
fiscal year budget shortfalls. I must state that
there has been no improvement in the 1989 budget -
requests. In fact, the situation has greatly
worsened. Our comrades are being denied inpatient
and outpatient care for a sundry of reasons. Some of
those reasons are as follows:

1. This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of residence. You must go to the VA facility
in your catch basin. a

2. We no longer provide maintenance of care. . It is
your responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as long as your
condition is determined +to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you can <afford to continue maintenance of care. It
is the obligation of your perscnal physician to
provide your $700 worth of medication pexr month.

3. We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the body from rejection of the transplant. We also
cannot afford the continued appointments needed as a
result of the surgery. :

4. - We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you are in need of skill care and have no one to take
care of you, but you must understand that we do not
have the means to purchase your care. We also
realize that our VA skill wunits have a six month
" waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged. We are not a long term care
unit. \

5. We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so
there is no one on the ward to provide care. As a
result, we would suggest you call us in another
month.

6. * It is our opinion that your acute condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission. Should your condition
worsen, you can reapply for admission.



7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
to provide vyou with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months. At that
time you can reapply for your limbs.

As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying our

comrades services we end up with less inpatient and

outpatient requests for care. With less requests
for services, the Office of Management and Budget
will be able to statistically prove that the VA needs
less money in their next fiscal vear budget. As a
result, more of our people will be denied health
care, It is time for us to put up or shut up.
Sitting at the bar or at a meeting and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health care
facilities back to their status of the 1950s. If our
Congress can provide billions of dollars to nations
that are' lead by communists, marxist, dictators,
fascists, etc., +then they should be able to provide
health care funding for our comrades who gave of
themselves to keep our nation free.

Sincerely yours, ,

Martin J. Rue



"OUR FLAG, MAY SHE DESERVE TOTAL RESPECT"

'
Loev ot

Commander and Comrades
B |

Many of our North Central Illinois Veterans were
thoroughly outraged at the blatant attack of our
nations Flag at the Chicago Art Institute. We have
always been +taught that "0ld Glory" deserves our
utmost respect. It sickens us to know that the Cook
County States Attorney, Illinois Attorney General,
and the U. S. Attorney General could not have
intervened to prevent the day by day desecration. It
does not surprise us, that in a society that has been
tarn;shed for the past 20 vyears with white collar
crime, that a judge would rule that standing on our
nations Flag cannot be  construed to mean trampling.
It does not surprise me, that in a society that
condones releasing of convicted olass X felons who
have committed rape, armed robbery, or murder through
the changing of there identity policy, that this same
group would welcome the tearing or burning of our
National Emblem. It does not surprise us, that in a
society that believes in spending millions of dollars
over numerous years through the appeal process in
order to prevent the execution of individuals who
have committed mass murders, that that society would
welcome the desecration of our National Emblem for
which many of our comrades have given their life,
mind, or body to defend. We must never permit anyone
to -display our  National Emblem, of the greatest
sovereign nation of the world, on the f£floor or
ground. Our country's Flag is a symbol which offers
hope - to the oppressed people of the world. Our
Nation's Flag is a symbel which represents life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all free

~people. It is a symbol that represents all the
* freedoms which are provided in our United States

Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
It is a symbol that has been carried by our brave
young men and women through many Wars in defense of
those wishing +to be free people. Millions of United
States of Bmerica's people have given their lives;
body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from
above, displaying life like movement. It is a symbol
that has earned and deserves total respect. In fact,
there are Federal and State Laws that command the
manner in which she may be displayed. Violation of

"those laws is a criminal offense. Those violators

should be dealt with in an expedient manner. The
courts have no right to protect those who choose to
violate and victimize our people, our nation, our
Flag. We must now put up or shut up. This 'is not
the 1960's . We are back whether you like it or not.



We must protect our national "Emblem" at all cost.
Talk will not prevent desecration. Action will once
again free her so she can proudly wave, expressing
her 3Joy for our freedoms. Always remember, "One
Country, One Flag, One Language", and if necessary, I
will fight for those principles.

. In conclusion, I leave you with this:

© "I AM YOUR FLAGY, ﬁhich was made available from
the United States Government Printing Office.

"My Red Stripes...symbolize the blood spilled in
defense of this glorious nation.

/My White Stripes...signify the burning tears
shed by Americans who lost their sons. '

My Blue Stripes...is indicative of God's heaven
under which I fly.

My Stars...clustered together, unify 50 States
as one, for God and Country. '

"0ld Gloxry" is my nickname, and proudly I wave
on high. '

Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives
and your fortunes.

Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty
position, lest I never return.

‘Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive
ea;nestly for the spirit of democracy.

: Worship Eternal God and keep His commandments,
“and I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom
for all mankind."

"I am your Flag."

Martin J. Rue, Supt.
VAC of LaSalle County



"ILLINOIS CITIZENS DESERVE EMPLOYMENT"

We have State and Federal Laws cévering veteran
protection right for employment. These laws also
direct corporations to hire veterans on jobs, if they
are qualified, that are totally State 6r Federally
funded. These jobs are conéidered public works and
the State or Federal Government pavs the contractors
the brevailing wage governed by Federal Statute. We
in LaSalle County have  -two such jobs. One is funded
from the Federal Super Fund for toxic cleanup and the
other is funded from the Federal Housing Department
which governs construction of low to moderate income
senior éitizen housing. “The sad thing is even though
hundreds of millioris of Federal dollars are being
spent on such projects, no people from the State of
Illinois are being hired. Practically all people
hired are ffom out or state. In an area such as ours
Qhere unemployment is zrunning about 15%, this
practice is inexcusable. Another thing we must
remember is about 60% of our union labor forces are
veterans. Veterans are supposedly a priority group
for hiring. It does no good to allege that our
Congressional delegates from Illinois are bringing in
hundreds of millions of dollars in public works if it
is being pocketed by out of state contractors or out
of state employees. Our State of 1llinois Veterans

need employment also.



It is our obligation to wrvite our Federal
Reéresentatives and Senators and insist that our
people in this State be hired. Those are our Federal
tax dollars comipg back to the State of Illinois$ and
shéuld be used to hire our qualified veterans. of
the fifty States in the United States of'America,'we
'receive far less than our fair share of returned
.Federal Tax dollars. We should demand our fair share
in accordance to our population. Our people deserxrve

to work also.

Sincerely yours,

Martin J. Rue, Supt

Erad



RESOLUT 10N

WHERENS, Amvets Post 78 has always been working .
towards providing services that are needed by their
comrades, their widows, and their children; and

WHEREAS, Amvets Post 78 has always been
concerned with outdated legislation that has been
detrimental to the needs of our veterans; and

,WHEREAS, our membership feel it is a grave,
injustice not to properly account for our sexrvice
personnel and other American citizens, who have
remained missing at the conclusion of any military
engagement with hostile forces. We strongly feel
that it is our governments responsibility to return -
all our prisoners of hostile conflicts or to properly
document bur missing in action beyond all reasonable
doubt; and ' :

WHEREAS, we feel that our present Missing
Service Persons Act is grossly inadequate as it is
presently written; and

. WHEREAS, Congressman John Roland (R - CT) has
introduced United States House Bill 1730 in the 101
st Congress that will hopefully end the present
POW/MIA dilemma and will assure accountability of our
children and grandchildren, who will be asked to meet
our countries needs in the future.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we expect our

. Congressional Representatives to support Congressman

“ Roland's bill to revise the Missing Service Persons
Act and that all Amvets in the State of Illinois
totally support House Bill 1730.

THEREFORE BE 17 FURTHER RESOLVED that Congress
be aware of the fact that we never again want our
citizens left in a foreign nation to be forgotten.

Lenard Law, Commander
Amvets Post 78



: RESOLUTION

- Whereas, Amvet's Post 78 has always been
interested in seeing that those who have sexrved their
country honorably are given an equal opportunity at
employment when they 1leave . the service of their
country, and ‘

Whereas, a great majovrity of our union personnel
in the trades field are veterans. These people are
priority groups in hiring on State and Federal funded
jobs, and '

Whereas, the State of Illinois has received’

hundreds of millions of: dollars from the Federal
Government for Public Works ijobs in such fields as
Construction of Public Low Income Housing and  Super
Fund Clean Up of hazardous waste material. These
jobs should require the out of state contractors to
hire local veterans who are qualified, and

Whereas if our people who are qualified are not
hired for such employment this only worsens our
unemployment situation. This further adds to our
homeless problem. .

Therefore Be 1t Resolved, that we insist that
our State and Federal Government demand that our
qualified veterans be hired at any job sight that is
receiving Federal or State funds in that State. it
must be made a part of the contract that is let for
bid that the contractor that is awarded the
government funded program must hire qualified
veterans from the State in which the work will be
done. Local residency hire is applicable.

Lenard Law, Commander
Amvets Post 78



Minutes of July 12, 1989 Veterans Assistance
Commission meeting.

Chairman John Cawley opened meeting in due form.
Roll call of officers showed Sam Maggio and Ralph
Bdler excused and remaining officers present.

Minutes were then read of previous meeting . Motion
by Bob Anderson, seconded by John Sadowski, that
minutes be accepted as read.

01d business was then discussed. Delegates and
Alternates were updated on the current status of our
Veterans Home Program in LaSalle, the Concerned
Veterans dinner in LaSalle, the MIA/POW Supportive
Resolution status, and the controversy over ouxr
American Flag issue. The questions directed to our
Superintendent were answered.

New Business - Our Superintendent read a Jjob
description for a VAC Service Officer. It was
strongly felt that it was a job that should be filled
by an individual who had no other supportive income.
Many of the Commission representatives were strongly
questioning whether or not we could find someone
qualified by payving such a nominal salary. They felt
there would be no way an individual could raise a
family on $18,000 a vear. A motion .made by Mike
Gaynor, seconded by Mike Shelton, to accept this job
description as it was written. Motion passed.

Bob Anderson reminded the Commission of the Thursday,
August 31, 1989 Concerned Veterans meeting which will
be held at the Ottawa American Legion. The meeting
will stert at 7:30 p.m. With all the cutbacks in ouxr
veterans entitlement programs our comrades are no
longer receiving full benefits. With _the
bureaucrats stating that POWs are no longer
considered a priority group, many of them are being
refused treatment. When our VA medical facilities
are given the right to deny treatment to service
connected veterans who are 50% or less disabled,

(treatment for the non-service connected
disabilities) this implies +that our VA system is
wasting away to nothing. Through our Concerned

Veterans organization we can hopefully attack the.
politicians to protect the future of our entitlement.
I urge vou all to attend +the Concerned Veterans
meeting on August 31, 1989. .



We then discussed at length whether or not our
Superintendent would be permitted to run for the
position of +the 75th District State Representative
should he choose. It was the feeling of the body
that he should not be denied the opportunity should
he decide to run. It was further felt that the
Illinois Valley would be assured a voice in

‘Springfield and he could be of greater service to us

there if he wexre elected. He will not be required to
resign the position as Superintendent unless he is
elected as our State Representative. Motion by Carl
Kirar, seconded by Mike Gaynoxr, that we suspend our
rules to give our Superintendent, Martin Rue, the
opportunity to run for State Representative of the
75th District. Motlon passed unanimously.

Motion by Joe Iwaszek, seconded by Ron Cummings, to
adjourn. ' .

Members present: Delegates Joe Iwaszek, Post 1229;
Robert Anderson, BAmerican Legion Post 33; Carl Kirar,'
Catholic War Veterans, Post 883; Mike Shelton, Nam
Vets; Mike Gaynor, Bmerican Legion, Post 729.

Alternates John Sadowski, Catholic War Veterans Post
883; Jim Cappellini, American Legion Post 235; and
Ron Cummings, Nam Vets

Chairman John Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from August 9, 1989.

Meeting was opened by Chairman Cawley in due form. Roll call of
officers was taken, all officers were present. Minutes of
previous meeting were read. Al Strozewski made motion, seconded
by Bob Anderson, to accept minutes as read. Motion passed.

New Business: A lengthy discussion involving the lack of
activity by numerous veterans post in the Illinois Valley
pertaining to attendance of the Concerned Veterans meeting.
Commission delegates present requested that the VAC office send a
letter to all veterans post informing them of the Concerned
Veterans meeting on 8/31/89 at the Ottawa American Legion Hall.
We should submit an agenda and ask for their participation. :

We then discussed the poSsibility of making application for a ,

National or State Veterans Cemetery. Superintendent Rue advised
the Commission that the federal Department of Veterans Affairs
office was looking to place a National Cemetery in the State.of
Illinois. He further informed the Commission that he felt that-a-

former Congressman of a South Chicago suburb by the name of " '-. -

Edward Derwinski is probably interested in 1locating such a.site.-
in the Chicago area. Our Superintendent stated that he had first
heard of Washington's desire to 1locate a National Veterans

Cemetery in the State of 1Illinois the latter part of June of | , 
1989. He found it strange that these bids had to be in by

October of 1988. It is understood state wide that Fort Sheridan
and Chenute Air Force Base are not scheduled for closing until
1992. Attorney General Hartigan has also stated that his office
would proceed with litigation in an attempt to prevent the
closing of these bases in the State of Illinois. With the
previous mentioned premiss, our Superintendent cannot understand
how Fort Sheridan could be the top contender for the National
Veterans Cemetery when it will be approximately three years
before Washington will even know if the land will be available.
He further finds it hard to understand how Washington could
insist that the bids had to be closed eight months prior to’the.
public announcement calling for area bids on a federally funded
project. Every area in the State of Illinois should be given an
opportunity, if it chooses, to bid on federally funded projects.
The VAC wvoted to proceed with the project in hopes of the
possibility of the Illinois Valley receiving a National Veterans
Cemetery.

The Superintendent then discussed veteran preference in hiring in
the State of Illinois. He stated that the only proclamation
requiring 50% hire of ,eligible veterans when 2 or more job
openings appear is with the Executive Departments that are
regulated or controlled by the Executive branch of government.
There has been no proclamation concerning this issue with the
Legislative or Judiciary branches of government. The argument
presented in Springfield is +that the Governor's Executive
Departments had only hired 22% last year as opposed to the 50%
proclamation. 1In the since of fair play, I submit to you that if



the Legislative and Judiciary Departments would have hired 22%,
then the veterans populous would have realized 66% hired. On the
federal level we have no percentage requirements pertaining to
veterans preference in public works 3Jjobs. . For vyears I have
argued that we should have a percentage, as do minorities and
females. At least with a percentage we would be assured of a
qualified veteran being hired. Even with as low as a 20% figure
with a 100 jobs we would be assured 20 of our qualified veterans
would be employed. As it currently stands out of 100 jobs the
employexr could justify no veterans hired. I further submit to
you that President George Bush has recently signed into law that
handicapped individuals cannot be denied employment. This is an
attempt to prevent employers from discriminating against the
physically handicapped of our nation.

We then went through our budget approvals for the fiscal year
1990. A motion was made by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob
Anderson, to accept the prepared budget of the VAC. Motion
passed unanimously. '

Motion by Mike Shelton, seconded by Carl Kirar, that we adjourn.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Ralph Adler, Bmerican Legion Post 235; Al Stozewski,
American Legion Post &26; Nick Pacetti, VFW Post 4668; Sam
Maggio, Marine Corp League; Robert Anderson, Bmerican Legion Post
33; Carl Kirar, St. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883; and
Michael Shelton, Nam Vets

Alternates Bob Renz, Catholic War Veterans Post 1229 and John
Sadowski, §t. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue
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By Wendy M. Koch' . = =t :\ !
Times-Press Bureau /- ©:

County’s plan to win a national
veterans cemetery may
on arrival.

linois communities in bidding fora
" national cemetery for military
. 'veterans, officials say. A
" cemetery would bring Jobs
. federal money. - Tt

" Commission. “They (other areas)
! are pushing ~hard. We'll be
tl behind.” . BTSRRI

¥ In the next six months, Rue says
' he and local veterans will be put-
ting together a proposal to locatea
 national cemetery in the cognt):.\{
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'LaSalle County chances slim

T ASHINGTON —- La Salle ¢

“.” o] know it's an uphill battle,” -
! gays Martin Rue, chairman of the’
;' county’s Veterans Assistance

1889 meva— 4

", But the propesal may be too
ate. K :
Last September, the Depart-

4 ment of Veterans Affairs asked

{"" The county lags behind other II-___ fot a Chicago-area cemetery. Oc-
tol

bg:rwasmedeadlinetorsendi_ ng
“bids, . :
*" Rue says the county missed the

and ;| deadline, because no one knew

: about the bidding . “For
some reason, this area was -
overlooked,” hesays annoyed. Ac-

. cording to a VA news release last -

: ear,LaSallewasoneoflSeligj- B

iR e

 ble counties.” " .
') The de nt has already

;" winnowed the field to six sites, .

~says VA spokeswoman Josephine
<. Schuda. Schuda would not release

3
EX

y o .

s

"% Please see Cemetery Page 0' = &..-
priar ot Loakinaef) ‘0'.0 R ERARAR

TR T

S

g S,

P Y o

v T P\ T 5

C e s gy e Sy T

VS T o g e e

_likely,” says :
‘. The VA operates 112 cemeteries.
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:_ﬁontlnued from Page 1

the names, but acknowledged that
the Fort Sheridan military base
scheduled for closure is a leading :
contender. . e
:. For La Salle County to jump into
the contest now, “it doesn't look |
Schuda. :

hationwide for veterans and their -
spouses. But 45 are already filled

to capacity, and new demand is -
expected with the aging popula- .
tion of World War II veterans. *
- As a result, Congress identified '
four metropolitan areas as having |
particular need: Chicago, -
Cleveland, Seattle-Tacoma, -
Wash., and Albany, N.Y. It ap-
propriated $250,000 for an en-:
vironmental study of possible sites :
in each area. :
..Schuda says VA Secretary Ed-

ward Derwinski will soon decide

which of the six Chicago-area sites

will be chosen for the study. The

study itself will take about a year, -
with the entire process taking four .
to six years, says Schuda. First-
phase construction of a cemetery .

- would cost about $8 million, .

Even if a site is studied, Schu
says thereis no quarantee it or
any others in the area will get
funds: But if a cemetery is built in
‘linois, she says it most likely will |
be in the Chicago area.

Derwinski, a. former con-
gressman from a south Chicago.
suburb, “is very interested per-.

. sonally in having a cemetery in

the Chicago-area,” according to
Schuda. : e 4
- Rue says the pdssible sites pro-
bably include Fort Sheridan near
Lake Forest, the Joliet Army Am-
munition Plant, the Chanute Air
‘Force Base at Rantoul, and the
Manteno center. ’
Schuda says the VA is asking the
Army to transfer 162 acres on Fort .
Sheridan to the department. If the .
land comes through, with possibly -
more later, Schuda says the base *
would be *‘a good possible
choice.” The VA is looking ideally
for a site 265 to 320 acres.
Rue says he still plans to go
(]

_ ahead with a propopsal. If Fort

Sheridan is not closed, as is plann- |
ed, he says the situation could ¢
change. i
“I never give up,” says Rue,
pushed locally for the La Salle ;
Veterans Nursing Facility now go-
ing up in La Salle, “Time will tell, *
Don't count us out yet.” o
Rue says he will see Derwinski
next month and will tell him |

 “there’s more to Ilinois than just 1

the border.” He says La Salle
County deserves a cemetery, !
because it is centrally located in
the state, receives few federal .
funds and has relatively high
unemployment. ’ ]
The closest VA national !
cemeteries to the Chicago area ~
that still have room for burial are .

_ in Danville, Ill., and Milwaukee.

The cemetery would
betheseventhinthes'atebutthe;
first in Northeast Ilincis. The
other six are in Alton, Camp !
Butler at Springfield, Danville,
Mound City, Quincy and Rock !

" Island.



September 13, 1989 meeting of the LaSalle County Veterans
Assistance Commission

Meeting opened in due form by Chairman John R. Cawley. Roll call
of officers was taken showing Nick Pacetti, John Cawley, and
Ralph Adler as present.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Motion by Bob Anderson,
seconded by Ralph Adler, to accept minutes as read. Motion
passed.

Superintendent Rue discussed his concern over denied admissions
to VA hospitals for veterans in the Illinois Valley area. He
also stated that the multi-millions of dollars that had been
appropriated by the federal VA to our 172 VA medical facilities
has been practically depleted. In fact, the monies received by
some of our VA hospitals in our veterans care area has already
been totally used. It is important that each and everyone of us
request that our posts and membership write to our
representatives in Washington and insist that they adequately
fund our VA facilities. We must also insist that they introduce
legislation to resend the "Means Test" as a gauge of eligibility
for health care. The "Means Test" was only to be used to
determine eligibility of welfare recipients for Public Aid
entitlements. Our veterans are not welfare recipients.

The remainder of our time was spent on reviewing our budget for
the 1990 fiscal year. We had gone over line item by line item of
the proposed changes that the LaSalle County Board VAC Committee
had made to the Commission's proposed budget. We further
discussed a proposed deal that the LaSalle County Board VAC
Committee offered to the Commission in regards to a Service
Officer. They were willing to permit wus to hire a Service
Officer on December 1 of this year. The starting salary would be
$18,000 a yvear. They had also suggested that we not proceed with
the van at this time. A motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Al
Strozewski, that we accept their offer due to the importance of
our advocacy work in this office. Motion passed. A vote of six
in favor and one nay.

Motion by Nick Pacetti, seconded by Mike Shelton, to adjourn
meeting.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Mike Shelton, Nam Vets; Nick Pacetti, VFW Post 4668; Al
Strozewski, American Legion Post 426; Ralph Adler, VFW Post 5540;
James Cappellini, American Legion Post 235; and Robert Anderson,
American Legion Post 33

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin J. Rue
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Minutes from October 11, 1989 VAC meeting.

Chairman John R. Cawley opened meeting in due form. Roll call of
officers showed all officers present or accounted for. Sam
Maggio was excused due to an upper-respiratory virus.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Motion by Carl Kirar,
seconded by < Mike Gaynor, that minutes be accepted as read.
Passed.

Those present reported who the delegates and alternates would be
for the ensuing year.

1. Marseilles American Legion Post 235 - Del. Ralph Adler
Alternate James Cappellini

2. Nam Vets - Delegate Ron Cummings, Alternate Mike Shelton

3. LaSalle VFW Post 4668 - Delegate Nick Pacetti, Alternate
Fran Perra

4, Sheridan BAmerican' Legion Post 729 - Delegate Mike
Gaynorx :
5. Peru VFW Post 8232 - Delegate Ed Wroblewski, Alternate

Frank Rathbun
6. Oglesby American Legion Post 237 - Alternate John Cawley

7. LaSalle American Legion Post 426 - Delegate Al
Strozewski

8. Amvets Post 78 - Delegate Leonard Laws, Alternate Tony
Karczewski

These are the only Posts who have submitted their Delegate and
Alternate for 1990.

Our Superintendent discussed completion of our old business on
the month before. BAll questions were answered.

New Business: A letter was read dated 10/5/89 pertaining to our
concerns about a potential National Veterans Cemetery in the
County of LaSalle. The letter in question was sent to the
following:

1. Congressman Dennis Hastert - Washington, DC

2. U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Washington, DC

3. State of Illinois Governor James Thompson - Springfield
4, Illinois Dept. of Veterans Affairs - Springfield

A lengthy discussion ensued over the denial of in-patient and
out-patient treatment in our VA facilities. Everyone present was
given a copy of the VA cuts in the discretionary workload
pertaining to the treatment, eligibility procedures for VA
health care, and the new asset guidelines pertaining to "Means
Test" category A, B, and C. All delegates and alternates present
were asked to see that these are posted in their posts for their
memberships easy accessibility for review.



Once again we discussed three articles that our Superintendent
had written last year pertaining to the following subject matter:

1. "Will There Be Any VA Medical Entitlements By 1992?"
2. "Our Flag, May She Deserve Total Respect"
3. "Illinois Citizens Deserve Employment."

Copies of the above mentioned topics were given to the delegates
and alternates present. These articles should be shared with
their post membership in order to try to secure their support in
our battle to prevent the plight of our comrades. Our
Superintendent then informed those present that the federal VA is
discussing their regionalization of the federal VA system. By
doing this, it is our belief, that there will be drastic cutbacks
in employees and branch offices. This would mean less services
than we currently have in the health care field and greater
difficulty in resolving the denial of entitlements. We must
write our Congressional delegation and express our strong
rejection of any such program.

We once again discussed Congressman Roland's HB 1730. We were
informed that &40 plus Representatives have co-sponsored his
legislation. We were also informed that at the National

Convention of the American Legion, VFW, and Amvets resolutions
were passed unanimously supporting HB 1730. People of the United
States strongly feel that no person who has been taken by hostile

forces should be forgotten by our great nation. We must
constantly insist that they be returned or beyond reasonable
doubt accounted for. Write your federal senators and

representatives and encourage them to get their colleagues to
support this legislation.

We then discussed the pros and cons of our Commission
incorporating. It was the consensus of those present that we
request the needed forms in order to incorporate the delegates
and alternates.

Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded by Ralph Adler, to adjourn the
meeting. Passed.

Members present:

Delegates: Mike Gaynor, American Legion Post 729; Ron Cummings,
Nam Vets; Ed Wroblewski, VFW Post 8232; Carl Kirar, Catholic War
Vets Post 883; Ralph Adler, BAmerican Legion, Post 235; Al
Strozewski, BAmerican Legion Post 426; Nick Pacetti, VFW Post
4668

Alternates: John Sadowski, Catholic War. Veterans and Jim
Cappellini, American Legion Post 235

Chairman John Cawley and Martin J. Rue



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of November 8, 1989

Mee?ing opened in due form by Chairman John Cawley. Roll call of
offlcerg showed all present or accounted for, Sam Maggio excused
due to illness. '

Minutes of prev;ous meeting read. Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded
by John Sadowski, to accept minutes as amended. Motion passed.

CWV Peru Post 883 stated Carl Kirar is delegate and John
Sadowski is alternate.

QWV LaSalle Post 1224 stated Joe Iwaszek is delegate and Bob Renz
is alternate.

New Business: A discussion on a service officer position for our
VAC office. The consensus of the group, based on past
experience, was for the Superintendent to wait until <the County
Board totally approves the 1990 budget. ' '

&
Nick Pacetti asked if the new veterans care facility will be able
to accept quadriplegic veterans as patients. He referred to a
letter he received asking for this information. Our
Superintendent stated he would check into this matter.

Ron Cummings discussed the POW/MIA issue. He stated that our
government is stating that it will not release information to
family members pertaining to possible POWs being held in Laos and
Cambodia due +to the fact it would let these Countries know that

we know where their concentration camps are located. This could
be life threatening to those held in captivity. Ron further
stated that Laos has never released any live POWs. He alleged

that our government knows they are there.

A discussion was once again held on the need to incorporate our
VAC. Our Superintendent explained that the Attorney General's
Office, State of Illinois has advised him that it is illegal and
not necessary. He further state that the LaSalle County Board
members had assured him that our Commission delegates and
alternates would be protected by the 1Illinois Revised Statutes
and the County Board Insurance Program. In fact, the County
Board would intervene should there be a suit against the
Commission delegates and alternates. Due to the total confusion
and concern of who would assist the Commission in a suit af?er
the fact, the Commission instructed the Superintendent to file
for non-for-profit status. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by

Carl Kirar, Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded by Ralph Adler, to adjourn
meeting. Motion passed. ’



Members present:

Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Al Strozewski,
Bmerican Legion Post 426; Joe Iwaszek CWV Post 1224; Nick Pacetti
VFW Post 4668; Ron Cummings Nam Vets; Carl Kirar CWV Post 883; Ed
Wroblewski VFW Post 8232; Robert Anderson Rmerican ngion Post 33

Alternates Bob Renz CWV Post 1229; John Sadowski CWV Post 883;
and Jim Cappellini American Legion Post 235

Chairman John R. Cawley and Supt. Martin Rue



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of November 8, 1989

Meeting opened in due form by Chairman John Cawley. Ro}l call of
officers showed all present or accounted for, Sam Maggio excused
due to illness.

Minutes of previous meeting read. Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded
by John Sadowski, to accept minutes as amended. Motion passed.

CWV Peru Post 883 stated Carl Kirar is delegate and John
Sadowski is alternate.

CWV LaSalle Post 1224 stated Joe Iwaszek is delegate and Bob Renz
is alternate.

New Business: A discussion on a service officer position for our
VAC office. The consensus of the group, based on past
experience, was for the Superintendent to wait until the County
Board totally approves the 1990 budget.

Nick Pacetti asked if the new veterans care facility will be able
to accept quadriplegic veterans as patients. He referred to a
letter he received asking for this information. Our
Superintendent stated he would check into this matter.

Ron Cummings discussed the POW/MIA issue. He stated that our
government is stating that it will not release information to
family members pertaining to possible POWs being held in Laos and
Cambodia due to the fact it would let these Countries know that

we know where their concentration camps are located. This could
be life threatening to those held in captivity. Ron further
stated that Laos has never released any live POWs. He alleged

that our government knows they are there.

A discussion was once again held on the need to incorporate our
VAC. Our Superintendent explained that the Attorney General's
Office, State of Illinois has advised him that it is illegal and
not necessary. He further state that the LaSalle County Board
members had assured him that our Commission delegates and
alternates would be protected by the ' Illinois Revised Statutes
and the County’ Board Insurance Program. In fact, the County
Board would intervene should there be a suit against the
Commission delegates and alternates. Due to the total confusion
and concern of who would assist the Commission in a suit after
the fact, the Commission instructed the Superintendent to file
for non-for-profit status. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by
Carl Kirar, Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded by Ralph Adler, to adjourn
meeting. Motion passed. '



Members present:

Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Al Strozewski,
American Legion Post 426; Joe Iwaszek CWV Post 1224; Nick Pacetti
VFW Post 4668; Ron Cummings Nam Vets; Carl Kirar CWV Post 883; Ed
Wroblewski VFW Post 8232; Robert Anderson American Legion Post 33

Alternates Bob Renz CWV Post 1229; John Sadowski CWV Post 883;
and Jim Cappellini American Legion Post 235

Chairman John R. Cawley and Supt. Martin Rue



8 HO$T83'I'ERF S ) 8 MDETCEWM?I'E‘: ]
ST NOVEMBER $

? 1011121314 ‘ . 3 45 67 829
1516 17 18 19 20 21 . 1011 1213 141516
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 ‘ 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 5 26 27 28 30

Lopq 1989

WEDNESDAY . .

THURSDAY

. FRIDAY . -

SATURDAY

School Service Co Clerk § ounty 4
& Cononen 10:00 upt o4 Schools Tevelopment
nm 245 2:00 nm 245 10:00 nm 245
5 Finance Wwwfly:gnong';ye 8 F 0o P Smy 9VAC P Da,ta. ]0 ‘l'I Vateran's Day
1550 am 242 9:00 -NH- 1:00 am 245 Processing 2:00 .o 1Ay
: 2m 245
ESDA & Leg &
Rules 3:00 rm 245
]2 Tax & BOARD ‘| Detention Judiciany, States 1 8
T ween 10:00 SESSION Hom¥ 10:00 -DH- (t CLR & PD onney 10:00
)ém 245 o 1:00 am 250 1:00 nm 245 nm 245
courthouse & Tt Wide
- Probation 10:00
e e e e e i maseai—aRe e et s eme et m e oy - ———a - + e S T T m 245 -eea 4 N ieeea s e IO -
Auditorn & nimal Cont. Bridge § Thanksgiving Day
]9 Rgg en 1:00 & 10:00 % Roads 9:30 23 24 25
nm 245 nam 245 -Hwy- HOLIDAY HOLIDAY
L - Insurance
- 1:30 rm 242
Highway Shefu.ﬂﬂ & BOARD VAC § Da,ta
/un 245 um 245 <
‘ 1:00 nm 250 Courthouse &
Jail 10:00
nm 242

NOVEMBER



W,




OCTOBER - D BER
8 M T WTTPF 8 S M T WTF s
1 23 45 67 1 2
8 9 1011121314 3 45467 829
1516 17 18 19 20 21 1011 1213 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 5 26 27 2 30

 SATURDAY

_ SUNDAY MONDAY -~  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY = THURSDAY  FRIDAY:
School Service ) Co CLerk & ounty 4
§ Cononen 10:00 upt o4 Schools DZvelopment :
am 245 2:00 nm 245 ' 10:00 nm 245
) .
|
.5 | , 0"4&;‘“’2‘% waf‘,:gmm 8 Fee & Satany Quac svatar - 10 ] Veterens Dev
: :9 00 -NH- :1:00 am 245 | Z‘;o;%é&ng Z: 00‘ HOLIDAY
Tax & . BOARD Detention = 1A Judiciany, . |7 States
. ]2 T. wien 10'00 ]EA 10N H(;L 10:00 -DH- (’J/éu,u‘. Cek & PD . onney 10:00 ]8
nm 245 <00 rom 750 ESDA § Leg & 1:00 nm 245 am 245
Courthouse & Ja,of', Rules 3:00 nm 245 O ide—
, 10:00 xm 242 | Probation 10:00
N nam 245 .
: Auditor & nimal Cont.  ?)9Bridge & Thanksgiving Day |
19 R(gc‘ en 1:00 52P 10:00 ‘% oads 9:30 23 24 25
nm 245 nm 245 ~Hwy- HOLIDAY HOLIDAY
ITnsurance 1:30 ; ‘
nm 242
Highway C2 Sheriff & BOARD VAC § Data )
26 1:30 - Hwy- adio 2:30 29 P% 2ss4ing 2:00
SESSION
nm 245 nm 245
1:00 nm 250 Courthouse & |
Jail 10:00
nm 242

NOVEMBER



OCTOBER ‘ D BER
Fr 2346673 cMTYTT S
priviis NOVEMBER AR
AT | I
29 30 31 ! ]989 gnlszszsznazno
_SUNDAY. - MDNDAY 7 “TUESDAY. - WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  © FRIDAY . .  SATURDAY .
‘ School Service Co Clerk € ounty 4 '
& Cononen 10:00 upt of Schools Development
aum 245 2:00 nm 245 10:00 nm 245
5 |, Finance Aunsli5ore 8 Fee s Satany  Quac ¢ tata 10 JT Yot por
9:00 ~NH- H nm 24 zﬁogigéLng :00 HOLIDAY
Tax & 1 BOARD Detention Judiciany States
12 rheunon 10:00 SESSTON o 10500 BH- Rz e onney 10:00 18
Couwntnouse & Jacl Rules 3:00 nm 245
10:00 nm 242
Auditon & Animal Cont. Bridge & Thanksgiving Day
]9 Rgo en 1:00 £2P]udu 10:00 Roads 9:30 23 24 25
nm 245 am 245 -Hwy- HOLIDAY HOLIDAY
Insurnance 1:30
nm 242
Highway ;‘ §She)ul156 § BOARD QO)VAC § Data
26 1430 - Huy- Co2 adio 2:30 s%?s 10N P;Lzsi.@wmg_ 2:00
m 245 1:00 am 250 24
200 Jum Counthouse &
Jail 10:00
um 242

NOVEMBER



-
m
k<
oW
m

SEP R . | NOVEMBER
SNTWng i 5“1‘,\]";‘;2
3456789 - O‘ TOBER ‘, 567 8 9101
10 1112 13 14 15 16 A \ 1213 1415 16 17 18
17 18 19 20 21 - | : 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 0 2100 1989 - : 26 27 28 29 30

pvisep. Y. A e

.SUNDAY . . MONDAY : TU ESDAY. . WEDNESDAY TH U.RSB'A—Y"Q FRIDAY .. . 'SATURDAY. .
: i : ' F . 5 :
: '| . County Clk & . ‘QSchool Service Fee ‘& .‘Sa,&a/ny Finance, - County I 7
- Supt of School & Coromer 10:00 T0:00 xum 242 :30 /m 242 Development 10:00
1.:00 rm 245 rm 245 rm 245

{
i
!
i
1
i

s | 8 9 C;::::l;(‘:; glorv ]ONursin ] 'IVAC & Data ]2Detention } Courthouse & ]4

‘Homé 9:00 N - .iProcessing 2:00 Home™ 10:00 ~DH- 10:00 ‘
'HOLIDAY T 245 . ESDA & Leg & 3“‘242 ‘
f .{ 5 : Rules 3:00 : P 2
! ! ! - ‘rm 245 ‘ . : e
e e e e e e e e et e e e o = e et e e e .._,-.__m‘,“..-,..,‘_w e et e e e e e et e
15 ]6 BOARD ]7Tax & 18 auditor & |9 Judiciary, 20 States 21
SESSION Treasurer 10:00 Recorder 1:00 Circuit Clk ‘& PD Attorney 10:00
rm 245 m 245 2:00 rm 245 m 245
1:00 rm 250 . :

f High ‘ Animal Cont. Brid - & I | c h &
22 Oy Tighvay 24 sninal Conc. P Jbridge & T 2Q :iz";z;“ 2umcbouse & 28

rm 245

29 30 Sheriff & 3] VAC & Dat;

Co Radio 2:30 Processing 2:00
rm 245 rm 245

OCTOBER






™ NOVEMBER
s:E:'TvaI?EF; s M'r.\liv;;z
345487829 OTOBER 5 6 7 8 9 10 (1
PR ¢ ERELEE
17 18 19 2 :
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 ]989 , 26 27 28 29 30

.SUNDAY . MONDAY . TUESDAY .  WEDNESDAY FHUR“’;‘SD:AY’ o FRIODAY. "  SATURDAY
‘l County Clk & “QSchool Sewiée Finance Fee & Salary 6 County 7

upt of School & Coromer 10:00 1:30 rm 242 :00 rm 245 Development 10:00

2:00 rm 245 m 245 rm 245

, 8 9 Columbus Day ‘I O Nursing 'l IVAC & Data ] 2Detention q Courthouse & ] 4

Yom KiPPU  gome 9:00 rm 242 Processing 2:00 Home 10:00 -DH- 10:00
HOLIDAY m 245 ESDA & Leg & m 242
' Rules 3:00
- rm 245
15 1680arD  |/taxs 18 auvditor & | Qiudiciary, 2 states 21
SESSION Treasurer 10:00 Recorder 1:00 Circuit Clk & PD Attorney 10:00
rm 245 rm 245 2:00 rm 245 rm 245

1:00 rm 250

22 23% Highway % 4 Animal Cont. 2 5 Bridge & Twp gé Insurance 27Courthouse & 28
1: 0

~Hwy- arks 10:00 Rds 9:30 -Hwy- m 242 Jail 10:00 rm 242
™m 245

| VAC' & Data

29 | 30 Sheriff &

Co Radio 2:30  Prbcessing 2:00
rm 245 rm 245

OCTOBER



: R TR ! ~ - . -
' N B . - .
. - o oy N
. ‘ o : : I
. . R B “\
. g - = . T : N
o - n [ " - . - -
Y . ‘. .
" - — : - - -
BRI 3 - . . E .
P ; - [ N : . .
LT I3
: ST . . .
: ’ EE .
R e R - M - o =
—c e LTI = - oL P N N
— - S oo T
. ot el ) - .
- e ‘
K S
e PR N - .
8T " -

- :
N

!

N 1

. i

i
PR

- - ———




® =42

bodimes
N -
N8G5 .
NN -
@@=~ =
NN =
AN ®
WN =
Bhzorng?®

SUNDAY

w

w -——
URJISw4
> el X}

NgRuwe

MONDAY

SEPTEMBER

TUESDAY

—— @
g'on"m
~N - =~
qngﬂ
BT~

1989

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

‘Igoumty
: Wevelopment
| ©10:00 nm 245

THURSDAY. " SATURDAY

2

. s
}

4 vrPy o Brinance 1:30 Fee & Salary : / County Clerk § 8Cowrthouse & ' Q
nm 242 :00 nm 242 I Supt of Schools !Jail 10:00
HOLIDAY School Senvice :2:00 nm 245 ' |am 242 .
- stwmnzooo] ‘ |
am 245 | -
1 | !
Nursing Animal Cont |1 AVAC & D ;
T:HB 0ARD Ome 9:00 ]53Pa/r.k4 10:00 ]A'Pnocm ] /mey 10:00 .]6
lsesston |24 m 245 | 2:00 am 235 % nm 245 |
£ 1:00 nm 250 : i A‘
17 8 Tax & Qvetention %o Printing liudiciany, - QPcourthouse 23
0 Treaswier 10:00 Home 10:00 -DH- 00 nm 242 Cek § PD & Jail 10:00
: nm 245 ESDA £ Leg & ' 2:00 nm 245 nm 242
. |  Rules 3:00 nm :
L 245
24 ?émmmg %6smu“g 7&w@e£Mp2§IMMmc ; VAC § Data 3  Rosh Hoshone
. :50 -Hwy- 0 Radio 2:30 Roads 9:30 Hwy 230 nm 242 nocessing 2:00
| nm 245 Auditor & am 245
Solid Waste Reconder 1:00
10:00 nm 245

Baldwin Appeintment Calendar
(6 sheet-No. 213; 12 sheet-No. 213N)

SEPTEMBER







Y SEPTEMBER

QMTWTFSI . BMT.WTrg

'"23 45678 AUGUST 345067839

196 :3 :; :3 ;g ;ls ;g 10 11 12 13 14 I5 16

A 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

§g§?2526272829 % a 7 W ]989 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
QV/\ZQ, 'g5

.S UNDAY ... .o

MONDAY ..

TUESDAY. . . WEDNESDAY. = .THURSODAY - ©  FRIDAY . .. SATURDAY: -

1 : 2 County Clerk

BALDWIN CALENDAR, 2010 44TH ST., S.E., GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49508, PH. (616) 455-5860

County 5
upt 0§ Schoof TUeVelopment
) 2 00 nm 245 10:00 rm 245
o) School Service & Nursing Finance ]Q Fee & ]J Courthouse 12
Cononen 10:00 Home 9:00 230 nm 242 alary 1:00 aill 10:00
aum 245 nm 242 ' nm 242 am 242
/ R
oo
13 14804Ar0D VAC & Data JéAudu:an.s Jud.cc,ca)ny 1 83tates “9
v PhoCessing 2:00 onden 1:00 cuwit CLR & PD ]
SESSTON 45 nm 245 1300 1m 245 AMtonney 10:00
_Jun
1:00 nm 250 Bridge & Twp
Roads - FT-
9:30
Tax & ’2 Detention 2 B/u.dge. 5 Insunance Courthouse
20 %WWLUI. 10:00 HomZ 10:00 WpBRdA 24 30 nm 242 62]2-41 10:00 26
am 245 -DH- -Hwy- nm 242
ESDA & Leg §
Rufes 3:00
am 245
27 28H,(,gh_wag Q Animat Sheriff & P} VAC § Data
1:30 -Hwy- nthol & Parks adio 2:30 ocessing 2:00
10 00 nm 245 hm 245 hm 245
Solid Waste
10:00

Baldwin Appointment Calendar

AUGUST
(6 sheet-No. 213: 12 sheet-No, 213N)



- - h N - 0 o N 4 . N .
. : - A . 3 . ! f N
- . - . PP -
. R P L . - -
R - « - . . - ' - . .
i - . . ~ - . e - . b

. ARSI ) i . . S

. h - N B . . -
L . LT N . EER . R ° oo el - ° . - L e = PR,
. N 0 : ' : . RN - - N - - .
. . T E AR B . el T i B
. : . - R, : . . - ' ' . - : PR ! . DR .
: & o : . P . . .
A R L 5 . - . ! o s ) . K ML .
. . - . - . . B . N L ° : - - .
- LRy - v N . - . T ) - . B -
L ————_ " . RSN R N .l s
— e e S SE TN L - R e - - S LT Tl T Do
o . R T . oo . R Tl - R . . . : )
. E T .- ‘ ! .
. - - - “ - -




. . s‘spremun:
F 3 8 M T WTPF 8
[ . . , . 12
3 AUGUST Treets
14 15 \ ‘ : 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
21 22 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
28 29 ]989 | 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
MONDAY TU,E.S‘D'A»Y‘ W.EDNESDAY THUR S.D.;AvY FRIDAY SATURDAY:
1 a 2 County Clerk = A County 5
& Supi of School Uelelopment '
. 2:00 nm 245 10:00 nmm 245
* 7 Schook Serwvice Nursing Finance ]9 Fee § ]} Cowrthouse 17
. Cononen 10:00 - Home 9:00 T:30 nm 242 alarny 1:00 & Jail 10:00 :
- nm 245 nm 242 am 242 xm 242
1A4B0ARD 91 Aduditor § 17 Judiciany, - 1.QStates .
]4 .l]e, nder 1:00 .(‘J/ZwétCLkEPD‘]8 . ]9
" SESSION xm 245 1:00 m 245 A“‘z’jg“’-y 10200
- 1:00 am 250 : | o
. : Tax § Detention Bridge § | Inswrance Courthouse
gt!abwwj(. 10:00 me 10:00 ‘2«#}312& 9:30 24:30 qum 242 &2§u€ 10:00 26
nm 245 -DH- -Hwy- nm 242
ESDA & Leg &
Rules 3:00
am 245
27 2 8 Highway Q Animat Shenigf &
1:% -Hwy - ontrnol & Parks 0 Radio 2:30
10:00 nm 245 nm 245 :
BALOWIN CALENDAR, 2010 44TH ST., S.E., GRAND RAPIDS, M1 49508, PH. (616) 455.5860 Baldwin Appointment Calendar ] o AUGUST

(6 sheet-No. 213; 12 sheet-No. 213N)



s M 'I:JUWNEI' F 8 ' GuUST
153 LR
456782910 JULY 6 78 9101112
18 19 20 21 22 73 24 | e
v 20 21 22 23 24 25 2%
25 26 27 28 29 30 1989 | 27 28 29 30 3|
|
CSUNDAY .~ MONDAY 0@ TUESDAY. ~WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY. : FRIDAY : - SATURDAY
'l Dominion Day
{Canada)
2 Schools Serv 4 Independenca Day Finance 6 Fee § Sabvcy County 8
& Cononen 10:00 200 nm 242 1:00 nm 245 Development
qm 245 HOLIDAY County CLerk & 10:00 nm 245
Supt o4 Schools
2:00 nm 245
9 10804ARrY? ]]Nww.ng 12 VAC § Data Judiciany, '| g Courthouse |5
SESSION Home 10:00 nocessing 2:00 C&h CLh & PD § 10:00
nm 242 nm 245 1:00 nm 245 nm 242
1:00 nm 250 Cureudt Wede
Probation 10:00
am 245
16 17 7ax s ]8 Detention ] QESDA § Leg £ 2 Animal Cont ]smx.u 22
Treaswrenr 10:00 Home 10:00 Rules 3:00 arnks 10:00 onney 10:00
am 245 ~DH- nm 245 nm 245 am 245
23 24 Highway 1:30 253hw66 5 26 Bridge & Twp 27Iruswmnce, 28 Courthouse 29
-Hwy- Co Radio 2: Roads 9:30 230 nm 242 § J 10:00
am 245 -Hwy- am 2
30 ‘;ﬂg é Data Auditorn & Recorden

Processding 2:00 1:00 nm 245
nm 245 . "



MAY JULY
8 M T W T F =8 8 M T W T P S
JUNE '
7 8 910111213 2345678
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 |95 :9 :; :3 g g;g

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 ‘| 989 B 28 29
L SUNDAY - O MAONDAYS ',TﬂESHAWﬁwaWEDNESDAW'iPHURSD&f?prFMHAY ,WJSATURDAYf
1 2 County 3
Development

10:00 nm 245

4 5 Schoof Serv 6 Finance Fee § Salany SCo CLerk § 9 Courthouse & ]O
§ Cononen 10:00 1:30 nm 242 1:00 nm 245 Supt of Schools Jail 10:00
am 245 2:00 nm 245 num 242

N 12eekes Ve DI S, Gsa 17

Home 9:00 CLk & PD Attorney 10:00
SESSION s 1:00 nm 245 nm 245
1:00 nm 250 Cuoteuct Wede
Prob 10:00
Father's Day
]8 ]9Tax § 200uentéon 2] ESDA § Leg 22 Insurance 23 Courthouse 24
Treaswren 10:00 Home 10:00 -DH- & Rules 3:00 1:30 nm 242 & Jail 10:00
am 245 nm 245 mm 242
25 % Highway Animal Cont 78 Bridge &
1830 -Hwy- arks 10:00 Twp Roads 9:30
am 245 ~-Hwy-
Solid Waste AudTtor & Recond

1:00 nm 245

JUNE



APRIL JUNE
8 M T W T ? ﬂMTW'{;g
2345678 MAY 456782910
5 1011 1‘2 ;g 18 1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
a ]989 25 26 27 28 29 30

SUNDAY

"MQONDAY

~ TUESDAY

WEDNESDOAY rHuRsnAf,

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

l
] School Serv 2 Finance 3 Fee § Salary 4 CoAsccEgZ?zD? SCounty 6
§Cononen 10:00 1:30 num 242 1:00 nm 242 Supt 04 Schools Development
am 245 2:00 nm 245 10:00 nm 245
7 8s0ary Q@ Nursing 10 €04 ¢ teg  1l7ax s 12 counthouse 13
SESSION Home 9:00 Rules 3:00 Treasuren & Jall 10:00
. qm 242 am 245 10:00 nm 245 nm 242
- 1:00 am 250 ‘
Mother's Day Dexemon ’;l Auditor & J Judcuany, States
]4 Ponfacost Sund lo?e 10:00 eZadm 1:00 uaww: ek & orney 10:00 20
~DH- am 245 PD 1:00 nm 245 xm 245
Cueuct Wide
Probation 10:00
am 242
: 2] f?%«m V';{g::j:,v ;;Am.ma,e Cont '?A,ABfu.dge & Twp 251Mww.nee zp Courthouse § 27
: (Cgivay 1:30 anks 10: 9:30 1330 nm 242 ail 10:00
-Hwy- nm 245 -Hwy- nm 242
Memorial Day Sh_W6 6 8
28 29 QQa,d,w 2:30
HOLIDAY um 245
Solud Waste
10:00 ’

MAY




CSUNDAY

12
Palm Sunday

19

2 6 Easter Sunday

- MDNDAY.

6 county
Health & Cononen
10:00 nm 245

]3BOARD
SESSION
1:00 nm 250

T2 Tax &
eddurnern 10:00
am 245

27@@%my

1:30 -Hwy-

MARCH

. TUESDAY

7 Finance
1:30 nm 242 -

ESDA &
Leg & Rules
3:00 nm 245

] Detention
ome 10:00
-DH-

28 Animal
Contrnol & Panks
10:00 nm 245

1989

- WEDNESDAY

8 Fee &

Salary 1:00
nm 245

15 vac ¢ vata
Processing 2:00
am 245

Reconden 1:30
nm 245

298#1014’.56 &
Co Radio 2:30
am 245

THURSDAY

County
evelopment -
10:00 nm 245

9 Nurs.ing
Home 10:00
-NH-

] Judiciany,
Cirneuit ClR &.
PD 1:30 nm 245

23 Insurance
1:30 nm 242

3OVAC § Data
Processing 2:00
m 245

- FRIDAY.

- SATURDAY -

; County Clerk 4
Supt of

Schools 2:00

nm 245

11

]OCowathouAe
& Jail 10:00
nm 242

18

'l St. Patrick's Day
el

Attorney 10:00
am 745

Good Friday

24

HOLIDAY

25

3] Courthouse
& Jadl 10:00
nam 242

MARCH



FEBRUARY

5 Tax &

easuwrer 10:00
nm 245

" 2 Lincoln's Birthday 'I 3

HOLIDAY

" Washington's
Birthday

19

HOLIDAY

2 H.ighway
1:30 -Hwy-

26

Anunal Control
& Pasths 10:00
nm 245

7F4'.nane.e
1:00 nm 242

'I 4 Yalentine's Day
BOARD

SESSION

1:00 nm 250

o

Detention
10:00 -DH-

VAC & Data
Processing 2:00
am 245

ESDA & Leg &
Rules 3:00
am 245

WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY
1Co Heatth 6  QCo Clerk §
Cononen 10:00 Supt o4 Schools
nm 245 2:00 nm 245

sh Wednesda .
8 Fect Salany PNursing Home
1:00 am 245 10:00 -NH-

16 sudiciany,
Cinewit CLk & PD
1:30 am 245

15 vac ¢ vata
Processding 2:00
nm 245

FRIDAY

3 county

Development

10:00 nm 245

10 courthouse
& Jail 10:00
nm 242

Sherifg & Co

Cuteuet Wide
Probation 1:30
am 245

] 731::11:&6
Attorney 10:00
hm 245

Radio 2:30 nm 245

nidge £ ) 3Insunance
oads 9:30 1:30 nm 242
_Hwy_
Auditon §
Reconder 1:30
nm 245

%ACou)uthouAe-
& Jacl 10:00

nm 242

SATURDAY

11

18

25

FEBRUARY



JANUARY MARCH
8 M T W T F 8 8 M T W T F 8§
FEBRUARY
8 91011121314 56789101
2 73 24 25 26 7 28 19 20 21 22.2 24 25
29 30 31 1989 | 26 27 28 29 30 31
-~ . SUNDAY. "MONDAY _‘TUESDAY WEDNESDAY. THURSDA? - FRIDAY - SATURDAY
- |
Co Health §  QCo Clerk § 3 county 4
Coronenr 10:00 Supt of Schools Development
nm 245 2:00 nm 245 10:00 nm 245

Tax § Finance Foah:Wadnpedoy Nwws.ing Home Counthouse
ee & Salary
easuner 10:00 1:00 nm 242 1:00 nm 245 10:00 -NH- § Jail 10:00
am 245 nwm 242
incoln's Birthda Yalentine's Da ..
]2 Lincoln's Birthday "3 IABOAfRD 4 = léqudx.uwny, ]73»&11:@6 ]8
1:00 nm 250 ) Sherifg & Co
Radio 2:30 nm 245
* Washington's " Detention rnidge & Insurance Counthouse
19 2 Birthday HZJ 10:00 -DH- oads 9:30 231:30 nm 242 é’u& 10:00 25
HOLIDAY - Hwy - nm 242
Audcton &
Reconden 2:00
mm 245
26 7 Highway
1:350 -Hwy-
Anumal Control
& Parks 10:00 7 eg &
nm 245 Rules 3:00

am 245
— FEBRUARY



[aad.

29

2 SUNDAY: 30 M

JANUARY
1989

E%Caun,ty Health
ononen 10:00 Siapt of Schools

- TUESDAY . - WEDNESDAY .  THURSDAY . - FRIDAX .3

e FSLEA?URD“A?Y R

" New Yoar's Day 2 County CLerk & Finance 1:30 County 7
242 evelopment
"H 0LIDAy ‘m245 2:00 nm 245 10‘.-’ooOanm 245
a o YFee 5 1VACE Datam, 17 Nuwrsing Courthous [
8 390 ARD S g 1:00 ~~<P(lo]2,%£}{2{;g }ﬁao ‘HJ 1o=oj5n-NH- £]J ow:az * 14
nm 24 Am 245 s nm 242
SESSION e
1:00 nm 250
18 14 Metewke  1Tpetention 1 RAuditor 2 10 udiciany, States o
15 ‘;]wé § Theasiner H]mZ 10100 -DH- Re]coaltd& z(:’oo c]zgcu,?: CLk 5va onney 10:00 2]
10:00 nm 245 un 245 2:00 nm 245 nm 245
H.ighway ESDA € Leg Bridge § Insurance Courthouse
22 12?;% =Hwy - 8%&% 3:00 Tw%%oadé 9:30 12306/0;: 242 %Za,d 10:00 28
Anumal Contrnol  nm 245 ~-Hwy - ' am 242

& Parks 10:00
nm 245

Sheriff &
Co Radio 7:00
nm 245

Baldwin Appointment Calendar
(6 shest-No. 213; 12 sheet-No. 213N)

JANUARY



"SUNDAY

‘MO.NDAY

TUESDAY

DECEMBER

1988

- WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

CFRIDAY

Jo DAY

; BALOWIN CALENDAR,

2010 44TH ST, S.E, KENTWOOD; MI 49508, PH, (616) 455-5360

¥ BaldwiimAppointment Calendartsrs: oy s
{6 sheet-No. 213: 12 sheet-No 213N} .

| l ‘ ] 2 County 3
? ! Development §
| | 10:00 nm 245 |
| ‘Pubiic Aid f !
| | 9:00 nm 242 | |
| | | |
! i i i
4 Mendeh 5804z o - 6 County Clenk | Rounty Health 8 Nunsing ' Qcounthouse ¢ 10
: ! 1 & Supt of School!| & Coronen 10:00 ‘Home 10:00 -NH- 1 Jail 10:00 i
SESSION iz:oo am 245 am 245 COwalE ide !
1:00 xm 250 | ~ Probation 1:30
2 | | nm 245
| ; , .
l . : i ..
' etention ; Fee & Salanry : VAC & Data Judiciany, States
% ]2?{ome. 10:00 ; ]31:00 m 245 1 nocessing (lécuu‘. CLk & PD . ACtorney 10:00 ]7
~DH- | 2:00 nm 245 1:30 nm 245 “am 245
j | ! ; Finance 1:00
| | | 242
]8 ]9Hi,ghwag ‘ 20 Tax & | 2] Auditorn § | 2 Insurance ; 2§Cow‘vthoube
11:30 -Hwy- ' Trneaswrien 10:00 : Recorden 1:30 1:30 nm 242 ; aill 10:00
: - nm 245 am 245 ' “hm 242
ESDA & Leg &
Rules 3:00
am 245 '
. Q5 Chinestey 1 D4 27 Animal Cont | 28 Bridge § | QDSherigf £ 90 VAC & Data |
' ‘ & Parks 3:00 ‘Twp Roads 9:30 | Co Radio 7:00 nocessing 2:00
HOLIDAY |nm245 -Hwy- am 245 nm 245



COUNTY OF LA SALLE 9//§'(ﬁ
VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

MARTIN J. RUE : LaSalle County Courthouse
i Room A103
Superintendent ' 119 W. Madison Street

(815)433-1761 Ottawa, lllinois 61350
Advocacy Work

Pensions ~ 8 filed 4 awarded, 2 denied, and 2 pending
Widow's Pensions - 4 filed, 2 awarded and 2 pending
Compensation - 9 filed, 4 awarded and 5 pending
Aid and Attendance - 4 filed, 2 awarded and 2 pendingr
Appeals - 3 filed, 3 pending |
Social Security Disability - 1 awarded
Hospital Admissions - 9 forced
5Evictioﬁs -2 assisted
Overpayments —'Z‘assisted
-Funerals and burial benefits - 5 assisted
Ambulance transfers - 3
Transportation for out-of-state residents 1

Misc. - numerous cases



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from Rugust 9, 1989.

Meeting was opened by Chairman Cawley in due form. Roll call of
officers was taken, all officers were present. Minutes of
previous meeting were read. Al Strozewski made motion, seconded
by Bob Anderson, to accept minutes as read. Motion passed.

New Business: A lengthy discussion involving the lack of
activity by numerous veterans post in the Illinois Valley
pertaining to attendance of the Concerned Veterans meeting.
Commission delegates present requested that the VAC office send a
letter to all veterans post informing them of the Concerned
Veterans meeting on 8/31/89 at the Ottawa American Legion Hall.
We should submit an agenda and ask for their participation.

We then discussed the possibility of making application for a
National or State Veterans Cemetery. Superintendent Rue advised
the Commission that the federal Department of Veterans Affairs
office was looking to place a National Cemetery in the State of
Illinois. He further informed the Commission that he felt that a
former Congressman of a South Chicago suburb by the name of
Edward Derwinski is probably interested in locating such a site
in the Chicago area. Our Superintendent stated that he had first
heard of Washington's desire to 1locate a National Veterans
Cemetery in the State of 1Illinois the latter part of June of
1989. He found it strange that these bids had to be in by
October of 1988. It is understood state wide that Fort Sheridan
and Chenute Air Force Base are not scheduled for closing until
1992. Attorney General Hartigan has also stated that his office
would proceed with litigation in an attempt to prevent the
closing of these bases in the State of Illinois. With the
previous mentioned premiss, our Superintendent cannot understand
how Fort Sheridan could be the top contender for the National
Veterans Cemetery when it will be approximately <three years
before Washington will even know if the land will be available.
He further finds it hard to wunderstand how Washington could
insist that the bids had to be closed eight months prior to'the
public announcement calling for area bids on a federally funded
project. Every area in the State of Illinois should be given an
opportunity, if it chooses, to bid on federally funded projects.
The VAC voted to proceed with the project in hopes of the
possibility of the Illinois Valley receiving a National Veterans
Cemetery.

The Superintendent then discussed veteran preference in hiring in
the State of Illinois. He stated that the only proclamation
requiring 50% hire of  ,eligible veterans when 2 or more job
openings appear is with the Executive Departments that are
regulated or controlled by the Executive branch of government.
There has been no proclamation concerning this issue with the
Legislative or Judiciary branches of government. - The argument
presented in Springfield is that the Governor's Executive
Departments had only hired 22% last vear as opposed to the 50%
proclamation. 1In the since of fair play, I submit to you that if



the Legislative and Judiciary Departments would have hired 22%,
then the veterans populous would have realized 66% hired. On the
federal level we have no percentage requirements pertaining to
veterans preference in public works Jjobs. . For years I have
argued that we should have a percentage, as do minorities and
females. At least with a percentage we would be assured of a
qualified veteran being hired. Even with as low as a 20% figure
with a 100 jobs we would be assured 20 of our qualified veterans
would be employed. As it currently stands out of 100 jobs the
employer could justify no veterans hired. I further submit to
you that President George Bush has recently signed into law that
handicapped individuals cannot be denied employment. This is an
attempt to prevent employers f£from discriminating against the
physically handicapped of our nation.

We then went through our budget approvals for the fiscal year
1990. A motion was made by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob
Anderson, to accept the prepared budget of the VAC. Motion
passed unanimously.

Motion by Mike Shelton, seconded by Carl Kirar, that we adjourn.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Al Stozewski,
American Legion Post 426; Nick Pacetti, VFW Post 4668; Sam
Maggio, Marine Corp League; Robert Anderson, Rmerican Legion Post

33; Carl Kirar, St. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883; and
Michael Shelton, Nam Vets

Alternates Bob Renz, Catholic War Veterans Post 1229 and John
Sadowski, St. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue
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County's plan to win a national
veterans cemetery may be dead
on arrival. - ’

. linois communities in bidding fora
" national cemetery for' military

" cemetery would bring ‘jobs an
> federal money. ‘- s ,
", «f know it's an uphill battle,”
! | says Martin Rue, chairman of
' county's Veterans Assistance
9" Commission. “They (other areas)
'.! are pushing hard.: We'll be
nd” - I

' behind

* " In the next six months, Rue says
1" he and local veterans will be put-
h ting together a proposal to locatea
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* WASHINGTON —La Salle
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veterans, officials say it Y eoase 1o ohe knew

<. about the bidding process. “For

national cemetery in the counly.
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'E.laBut the proposal ‘may be too

te. R :
" Last September, the Depart-
< ment of Veterans Affairs asked

;' communities within 50 miles of
" central Will County to submit bids

nces slim

1 ""The county lags behind other Il-___ fot a Chicago-area cemetery. Oc-

*tober was the deadline for sending
obids. < T
- Rue says the county missed the

- gome reason, this area was

the - overlooked,” he says annoyed. Ac-

.cordingtoaVAnewsreleeselast

" year, La Salle was one of 13 eligi- . ]

_ble counties.” "™ ° ..

‘7 The department has already

~ winnowed the field to six sites,
3 VA spokeswoman Josephine

Sc%uda. Schuda would not release
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Contlnued from Page 1 )
the names, but acknowledged that
the Fort Sheridan military base
scheduled for closure i3 a leading .
contender. ' .
:. For La Salle County to jump into
the contest now, “it doesn’t look |
likely,” says Schuda. - ¢

“ . The VA operates 112 cemeteries.

nationwide for veterans and their -
spouses. But 45 are already filled
to capacity, and new demand is -
expected with the aging popula-
tion of World War II veterans. ¢
- As a result, Congress identified '
four metropolitan areas as having

particular need: Chicago, :
Cleveland, Seattle-Tacoma, -
Wash., and Albany, N.Y. It ap-

- propriated $250,000 for an en-

vironmental study of possible sites :
in each area. :
.. Schuda. says VA Secretary Ed-
ward Derwinski will soon decide
which of the six Chicago-area sites -
will be chosen for the study. The
study itself will take about a year, -
with the entire process taking four ;
to six years, says Schuda. First-.

" phase construction of a cemetery .

would cost about $8 million.

Even if a site is studied, Schuda
says there is no quarantee it or
any others In the area will get
funds: But if a cemetery is built in -
‘llinois, she says it most likely will |
be in the Chicago area.

Derwinski, a. former con-

man from a south Chicago
suburb, “is very interested per-’
scnally in having a cemetery in
the Chicago-area,” according to
Schuda. o o4
- Rue says the possible sites pro- '
bably include Fort Sheridan near

* Lake Forest, the Joliet Army Am- -
- munition Plant, the Chanute Air

‘Force Base at Rantoul, and the
Manteno center. ’

Schuda says the VA is asking the -
Army to transfer 162 acres on Fort
Sheridan to the department. If the ..
land comes through, with pessibly i
more later, Schuda says the base *
would be *‘a good possible
choice.” The VA is looking ideally
for a site 265 to 320 acres.

Rue says he still plans to go
. If Fort '
Sheridan is not closed, as is plann- -
ed, he says the situation could
change.

“] never give up,” says Rue,’

e

s eeme

- who pushed locally for the La Salle ;

Veterans Nursing Facility now go- ;
ing up in La Salle. “Time will tell.
Don't count us out yet.” :
Rue says he will see Derwinski
next month and will tell him
“there's more to Illinois than just 1
the border.” He says La Salle

* County deserves a cemetery, ’

because it is centrally located in "
the state, receives few federal ;
funds and has relatively high .
unemployment. ° 3

The closest VA national !
cemeteries to the Chicago area *
that still have room for burial are

_in Danville, 1il., and Milwaukee.

“The proposed cemetery would
be the seventh in the state but the |
first in Northeast Illinois. The
other six are in Alton, Camp i
Butler at Springfield, Danville, ¢
Moun(;! City, Quincy and Rock !

" Island.

v



August 31, 1989

Robert W. & Mary Reynolds
Route #1
Marseilles, IL 61341

Martin Rue

LaSalle County V.A. Officer
Downtown Courthouse

Ottawa, IL 61350

‘Dear Mr. Rue:

My wife and I are writing to thank you for looking into
heart transplant proceedures at my son's request. We believe
that you have done us a lot of good as this information on
heart transplants was inquired into not only by you but also
by Senator Simon's Office. I feel that not only I but probpably
you and Senator Simon gained some information on heart transplant
proceedure through all of this. I feel that it let V.A. Hospitals
realize that not only the patient but others are interested in
this proceedure and this may help promote more transplants in the
V.A. system.

Thank you, again, for going out of your way as much as
you did. I realize that you looked into other offices and dug
into other places on my behalf. Thanks for the job well done.

Sincerely,

Robert W. & Mary Reynolds

ww\jy}%ﬂmﬁ/

RWR/klr



Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from August 9, 1989.

Meeting was opened by Chairman Cawley in due form. Roll call of
officers was taken, all officers were present. Minutes of
previous meeting were read. Al Strozewski made motion, seconded
by Bob Anderson, to accept minutes as read. Motion passed.

New Business: A lengthy discussion involving the lack of
activity by numerous veterans post in the Illinois Valley
pertaining to attendance of the Concerned Veterans meeting.
Commission delegates present requested that the VAC office send a
letter to all veterans post informing them of the Concerned
Veterans meeting on 8/31/89 at the Ottawa American Legion Hall.
We should submit an agenda and ask for their participation.

We then discussed the possibility of making application for a
National or State Veterans Cemetery. Superintendent Rue advised
the Commission that the federal Department of Veterans Affairs
office was looking to place a National Cemetery in the State of
Illinois. He further informed the Commission that he felt that a
former Congressman of a South Chicago suburb by the name of
Edward Derwinski is probably interested in locating such a site
in the Chicago area. Our Superintendent stated that he had first
heard of Washington's desire to locate a National Veterans
Cemetery in the State of 1Illinois the latter part of June of
1989. He found it strange that these bids had to be in by
October of 1988. It is understood state wide that Fort Sheridan
and Chenute Air Force Base are not scheduled for closing until
1992. Attorney General Hartigan has also stated that his office
would proceed with 1litigation in an attempt to prevent the
closing of these bases in the State of Illinois. With the
previous mentioned premiss, our Superintendent cannot understand
how Fort Sheridan could be the top contender for the National
Veterans Cemetery when it will be approximately three years
before Washington will even know if the land will be available.
He further finds it hard to understand how Washington could
insist that the bids had to be closed eight months prior to the
public announcement calling for area bids on a federally funded
project. Every area in the State of Illinois should be given an
opportunity, if it chooses, to bid on federally funded projects.
The VAC voted to proceed with the project in hopes of the
possibility of the Illinois Valley receiving a National Veterans
Cemetery.

The Superintendent then discussed veteran preference in hiring in
the State of Illinois. He stated that the only proclamation
requiring 50% hire of  eligible veterans when 2 or more job
openings appear 1is with the Executive Departments that are
regulated or controlled by the Executive branch of government.
There has been no proclamation concerning this issue with the
Legislative or Judiciary branches of government. The argument
presented in Springfield is that the Governor's Executive
Departments had only hired 22% last year as opposed to the 50%
proclamation. In the since of fair play, I submit to you that if



the Legislative and Judiciary Departments would have hired 22%,
then the veterans populous would have realized 66% hired. On the
federal level we have no percentage requirements pertaining to
veterans preference in public works Jjobs. . For vyears I have
argued that we should have a percentage, as do minorities and
females. At least with a percentage we would be assured of a
qualified veteran being hired. Even with as low as a 20% figure
with a 100 jobs we would be assured 20 of our qualified veterans
would be employed. As it currently stands out of 100 jobs the
employer could justify no veterans hired. I further submit to
you that President George Bush has recently signed into law that
handicapped individuals cannot be denied employment. This is an
attempt to prevent employers from discriminating against the
physically handicapped of our nation.

We then went through our budget approvals for the fiscal year
1990. A motion was made by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob
Anderson, to accept the prepared budget of the VAC. Motion
passed unanimously.

Motion by Mike Shelton, seconded by Carl Kirar, that we adjourn.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Ralph Adler, Bmerican Legion Post 235; Al Stozewski,
American Legion Post 426; Nick Pacetti, VFW Post 4668; Sam
Maggio, Marine Corp League; Robert Anderson, American Legion Post
33; Carl Kirar, St. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883; and
Michael Shelton, Nam Vets

Alternates Bob Renz, Catholic War Veterans Post 1229 and John
Sadowski, 8t. Mary's Catholic War Veterans Post 883

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue



I am your Flag

I was born on June 14th, 1777.

I am more than just cloth shaped into a design.

I am the refuge of the World’s oppressed people.

I am the silent sentinel of Freedom.

I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth.

I am the inspiration for which American Patriots gave their lives and fortunes.

I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge to the bloody swamps of
Viet Nam.

I walk in silence with each of your Honored Dead, to their final resting place
beneath the silent White Crosses, row upon row.

I have flown through Peace and War, Strife and Prosperity, and amidst it all I
have been respected.

My Red Stripes . . . symbolize the blood spilled in defense of this glorious nation.

My White Stripes . . . signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost
their sons.

My Blue Field . . . is indicative of God’s heaven under which I fly.
My Stars . . . clustered together, unify 50 States as one, for God and Country.
“Old Glory” is my nickname, and proudly I wave on high.

Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives and your fortunes.
Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return.
Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

Worship Eternal God and keep His commandments, and I shall remain the
bulwark of peace and freedom for all mankind.

I am your Flag. Compliments of:

The Illinois Army National
Guard Recruiting Command

217-785-3582
¥ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE - 1883 - 764-233



NEW VETERAN'S FACILITY - LASALLE COUNTY - LASALLE, ILLINOIS

Bid Opening: April 19, 1989, 1:30 p.m., Chicago (Mechanical)
- April- 26, 1989, 1:30 p.m., Chicago (General)

Construct New Building MBE/FBE Targeted
CDB8 No. 040-050-001

Type of Work:

1. General - Under $3,500,000 4. Ventilation - Under $400,000
2. Plumbing - Under $400,000 5. Electrical - Under $500,000
3. Heating - Under $500,000 6. Sprinkler - Under $100,0600

Plans Available From:  Heard & Associates, Ltd.
. 332 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, lllincis 60604
312-786-0770 .
Plan Deposit: $150.00

CDB Project Manager: Lloyd Holldorf, 312-917-6000
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SENERAL. CONTRACIORS

. ) -09
PROJECT: NEW VETERANS FACI\UITY PROJECT NO: 860‘
LASALLE, LLINOIS REFUNDABLE o5y, ©O
OWNER: DEPOSIT
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD o1 -

CONTRACT:_CDB 040 -050 -00l

NOTICE FOR BIDs DATE: 2/ 22/62

 NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES:

O INVITED. LIST © [ OPEN [J PREQUALIFICATION $___ COMPLETE SET :
' MECHANICAL TRADES 419182 o . _  TIME SHEET OF
BIDS DUE DATE:SENERAL ONTRACTORS 4]26(82 pm .20 ZONE $ DRAWINGS
AT: STATE OF \LLINOIS, CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT . PAGE OF
100 W. RANDOLPH " ST.  CHICAeo, ILLINOIS @060l $ SPECIFICATIONS

1 2

3

4

5

ADDENDA DATES:

ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS —
w O §3;m§ wdl .8lwal| PARTIAL SETS
'} 5 \’/ “/ f/ NAME ADDRESS PioNE ' & AMOUNT éégg %3 E§§ kg Dsscnmlji |
Wil-Freds Construction Go. 3 > 23 4
e. . tel. / / 4 Fi Y-vp
IR S i Ll 1
WILLIAMS BROS. CONSTRUCTION INC. |3 3 126,21
d| 1211 B. SCIOTA 4. (309) 68B-0di6 / $o00 | / /l820 /
PEORIA REWGHTS, L. 6lbl4 o)l 31 |20,31
VisSERING CONSTRVCTION cO. 4 ' 4 132
1303 N. OTTER CREEKST. (PO-BoX AN /|8 5 |/ / yE /
STREATOR, IL. Gl>64  (pi5) G151 |3 > (24
RIVER CiT{ CONSTRUCTION . 4ol |4 a | -
1050 W. WASKINGTON ST (309) 694-3120| | P Y,
[EreT PEORIA, IL. Gloll 4 150 /é 31 /
McCOY_CONSTRUCTION <O- 4 4
{1 _SHERMAN AVE. Yel. (B15) / / / 59 /
FONTIAC, WLIMOIS GI64 g44- 3\1] ® © -
LEN TROVERO STRUCNON_, &C 4
rI_ASN-LE- mmaﬁvoeox 1001) 4/:13‘.50 / / 10 /
. LASNLE  IL. @30l (815) 2235220 3 1
i AZLAREUST BLDRS. INC. €C a4 WED
17 IB50 GRINNELL ROMD |/ %00 /| T /|
EALEAKEE , L @90l (BIS) 931-8b! [ 114
/ lV /
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LAsALLE, \LLIN0IS REFUNDABLE 50, OO '
OWNER: CAPITAL DEVELOPMEMLT BOARD DEPOSIT $
40-0650 00! ' FOR__L ____SETS
. COB &40- -00
oA 3|22]89 i NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES:
NOTICE FOR BIDS DATE: 2l »
CJ INVITED UIST B4 OPEN  [] PREQUALIFICATION $—— COMPLETE SET .
: MECHADICAL. TRADES  4/WIB9  wMm .. TIME * SHEET OF
BIDS DUE DATE:SENERAL. GONTRACIORS 4[26]89 py 420 70n¢ $— DRAWINGS
AT: STATE OF WLIDOIS CAPITAL DEVELOPMBMT BOARD PAGE OF |
100 W. RAMDCLPH ST CHICAGo, [LLINOIS  E060| $——_ SPECIFICATIONS
ADDENDA DATES: 1 2 3 4 5
_ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS
LT O fvme Wy e [ Y s
= o B 82
‘/ \/ \/ ‘/ \/ NAME ADDRESS PHONE gé L; 3 g & ch)'!.‘ |

JNELSON CARLSON MECHAWICAL. COMTR.
(SEE USTING UNDER. MECH. OMTRACTRY

METCALE - MARTIN PLUMB'G § 11T6- INC.
SEE USTING UNDER HTG. [NEAITILANG
(com”RAcroRS) e/ :

@.A. Rich § SONS (e

200 BEAST FIRST ST. (P.0.BOX 38) (300)
DEER CREEL, TL. G\V132  441-@¢23)
MECHANKAL. WC.

(sEE LISTING UNDER HTR/VENTILATIG
QAITRACTORS)

DoDSoN pPLUMB G, RTE-§ AR GoloDiTione
. 81> N. LADD ST (p.o. BoX S¢0)
POMTIAC, ILL. G4 (B15) 844 -113]
R.C. PLUMBING .
BOAT 5. ASWLAND AVE. (312)385-210
' CALUMET PARIC , ILLINolS  @ood>
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PROJECT: NEW VETERANS' FACILITY proOJECT No: .8@0I -os. .
OWNER: CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD DEPOSIT §; .

FOR_V____SETS
CONTRACT: coB ©40 - 050~ ool :

NOTICE FOR BIDS DATE:_ >/2%2[82

13 NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES:*

O INVITED UST [ OPEN  [J PREQUALIFICATION - $—————— COMPLETE SET .
MECHANICAL TRADES ANO[BY  wy . TIME . SHEET OF |
BIDS DUE DATE:CENERAL. CONTRACIDRS 4[20/89 pw 120 zong: $——__ DRAWINGS
AT: STATE OF \LLINOIS, CAPITA- DEVYELOPMERT BoARP PAGE OF ~
100 W- RANDOLPH ST CSWIcAen, ILLINOIS €060l : $—____ SPECIFICATIONS
ADDENDA DATES: 1 2 3 4 5 ‘
ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS
' 3 1ON =0 Il<|= 2 2
/ \/ ‘/ 7 \/ NAME ADORESS . PHONE 62 336'&' Q%@

[CHAPMAN'S GHEET METAL INC.
loVz FOURTH ST (P.0. BOX 4¢8)
PERY, IL. (1354 tel(B815) 22.3-1519
|P-E. ENVIRONMENTAL .
40\ MORRIS DRIVE (Po. BoX 45)
LEMONT, I\LiNols o439 T557- Sob2.
NeLson CARLaoM MecHAesL. GONTR.
AN 2ZndsT (PO. Box 4183) de\. (B12)
RockPoRD, WLIVOIS 01108 396~ 1910
CONRAD SHEET METAL. Q.
@05 E BEU. ST. (P0.BoX 20%0)
BLOOMINGTON , L. GNol el (309) 820-lowy
METCALE~- MARTIN MB G & HTG. INC,
126 $.NERMILLION ST- - 4o\ (B15)
STREADR , \L- 6304 Gl -2846
AOMMERCIAL. MECHANICAL guc
B0 FRST ST (PO Box 716
t DUNWAP, \L. @1525 (300) 24351168
‘4 THE PIPco COMPANMIES , LID.
' 1409 W Reror oR.
PEORIA , 1LLINOB G615 (309) @2 - 400
MECHANICAL., \Wc.
2719 OLD V3. 20 EAST (PO. BOX GO0)
FREEPORT, \L- 6\0¥2 (BS)235- 1955
JOHANON  CONTRACTIVG €O, INC.
IS0 MORTON DRIVE (209)
EAST MOUIME, L. V244 152-0c0l
VORIS MECHANICAL [NC-
398 MONKO DRWE . ) Ac
JRoSBILLE, L. @oVIZ el 35\-eam
THE ROBERT IR3AY Co.
B8\20 W.sr. wuts AE.
SKOVAE, WL. GO0 (312) 14 -B500
. |ooDsoN PLUMBIVG, HVAC WC
(s USTIVe UMDER. PLIMBlE
CONTRACTORS )
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACIORS

PROJECT: NEW VETBERAVS' FACQULITY
LASALLE, WLIoIS
OWNER: CAPITAL. DEVELOPMEST BOPRDP

CONTRACT:

CDB® 040 -050-00|

NOTICE FOR BIDS DATE: _D122/82

PROJECT NO: Eeol -05 -

REFUNDABLE RS
DEPOSIT §___ Vo0 OO

FOR—' SETS

.+ NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES:

] INVITED LIST [ OPEN [ PREQUALIFICATION $_____ COMPLETE SET
MECHAMICAL- TRADES 4/le2 XM . TIME . SHEET OF
BIDS DUE DATE; SENERAL CONTRACTORS 4(26[60 py 1-30 70nE $—____ DRAWINGS
AT: STATE OF \LLID0, CAPTAL DEVELOPMERT BOARD : PAGE OF ~
100 W. RANDOLPA ST CHICAED, ILLINGIS o0l $ ___ SPECIFICATIONS
ADDENDA DATES: 1 2 3 4 5
ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT_OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS
12314 “’°AM00NT§$'“’% w8l ;8lwo '6’2?33?55'5
=t I =21 a V’m =
VAV ViV NAME ADDRESS PHONE {§§ 3‘?’,3‘&‘ égﬁggég~
HALM ELECTRICAL CONTRACIORS 4 4
) 120l LASALLE ST +¢L'(8l'5) 434-652 / $300 L/ / / 35 /
i OTTAWA, TL. 6350 2 3126
DRiscoLL. BLECTRIC 4. 4 _
822 W. \o3wo 5T, 4ol 08l-88T1  []g 140/
CHICACO, TL. GOO4AD .- 4 "\ 3
i / /“/ /
/Il/ / i
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PROJECT: NEW VETERADS' FACILITY prOJECT No: ©€O1 05
LASALLE, \LLINOS REFUNDABLE \50.00 :
OWNER: CAPITAL. DEVELOPMET BOARD DEPOSIT § .
B 0A0-050 ~ool ' FOR_V___ SETS
CO - = . L
CONTRACT: : . ;
5y NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES: !
NOTICE FOR ‘BIDS DATE: _ 2122[82 ,
O INVITED LIST  $J OPEN [ PREQUALIFICATION $— COMPLETE SET |
MECHADICAL. TRADES 4/19/69  wm . TIME . SHEET OF .
BIDS DUE DATE: CENERAL CONTRAOIRS 4{26 /89 ppm __!750 ZONE $—  — DRAWINGS . : -
AT: STARTE OF \LLINOIS, CAPITAL DEVELOPMENST BOARD PAGEOF ¢
100 W RAVDOLPH ST cHICAeo, \LUINOIS  Gogol $ ____ SPECIFICATIONS
ADDENDA DATES: 1 2 3 4 5
—————— 1
ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS
1]2]3]al5] | '"QAMOUNTé‘:’:“"g w8l sBlwo wéng{;meota
y P= & T =2 ‘—a V’a LA OESs
17777 NAME ADDRESS PHONE gé’ .}.?3&, <2 5%2 gg;, i
NELSON CARLEON MECH. CAITRACIORS 4—/ /
, (SEE UISTING UNDER MECH. CONTRAIRS) | & [F1=0 £l4>
DAN-CAR SPRIVELER . 4.
a/ V028 RALEIGH COURT . $\‘SO / 54 / '
ROCKFORD, L. GUII-(815) BY1-6004
AUTgMA'\ég.hg\(;R%)rKL& CORP- OF AMERKA . LARRY
2\.60 v AMEON
DAVEN PORT, 1OWA  (2\6) 526+ 9900 150 55 | /o
QUAD CITIES AUTOMATIC SPRIKLER . '
1S S. |3t ST (P.0-BOX R) ™12) $\50 Gl

BETTENDORF , \OWA 52122 359- 0341
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SVUB -CONTRACIORS

PROJECT:

NEW VETERANS' FAGL
NN METERNS FAaUITy

OWNER: CAPMAL DEVELOPMENMT BOARD
CONTRACT: CDB 040-050 -00|

NOTICE FOR BIDS DATE: _2/22/89

PROJECT NO: geol-03
REFUNDABLE 0
DEPOSIT $ \50. ~

FOR—_Y __ SETS

© NON-REFUNDABLE CHARGES:

0O INVITED us‘r WOEN [ I’REQ/UALIFlCATION $ COMPLETE SET
ECHANICAL. TRADES  4/19/80 XM . TIME SHEET OF
BIDS DUE_DATE; SENERAL CONTRACTRS Z 26]82 _pp V20 z0ne $—___ DRAWINGS
AT: A.TE OF—‘ O'. ? E\,ELO Wi PWRD PAGE OF
100 W: RANDOLPH ST- CHIcAgo, ILUINOIS  ©0eOo\ $ SPECIFICATIONS
ADDENDA DATES: 1 2 3 4 5
9 ADDENDA RECIPIENT DEPOSIT OR CHARGE DOCUMENTS
. b [a]
1121314 , 2 Ol Amount|2[% w5 wl ,Slwo| TRt
ViV NAME ADDRESS PHONE Y SIS E3] B e <k CONTACT
o vd B4 (-4 -l - o
MiLL PETERSEN FPLANING MILL . . -
NORK- 3320 RITGER SIREET 1t (314) VA 120 L 4/ an /]
1;‘:)‘;" ’ ST Louls , MISSOURI G104 1T2-ZI0 (B 5 .
F ILLINOIS RANGE cD. pic
Zanr 0B CENTRAL RD.  +tel.253- 4950 4/ $50 | | 1] 4/ S6 |/ | mronson | P
ONTR MT. PROSPECT , \u,ieoo% 7 1
METAL PUILDERS SALES & SERVICE 0. 4 2
New. | | 202 THRI-FORTH ST el (300) 80 | | |L7]7]s51 /
A\CT MOLINE, L. G1265-1626 4.~ 1445 G G
METAL AULIED CONSTRUCTION SERVICES INC. -
Y 2300 SW. ADAMS ST (F.0.8ox 4\61) 4/15‘,50 / 4/ 52 /
At PEORIA, IL. 6002 e\ (39)G1>-323 G G
) D.H. MAYOU ROOFING § SOPPLY @®. INC. 4
AT, 428-432 W. SOPEROR ST 4\ 4/ ‘"B\So q == d -
OTTAWA , \L.. 61350 I{8\) 433-08235( @ © '
INISIoN JOSEPR SuppLt INC.
\o Wi5 & WHBELIVG ROAD 4/ b0 | | 1 y o2 1/ P:\’-
peaATEs | | WHEELIVG , L. o090 +d (312)531-loh [ 1 v
NEWSTON ROOFING Co- INC. [
2‘:\;‘;}3 ! US.RTE #6 & TERRA COTTA RoAD +/$SO 4/65/
OTTAWA, IL. 6B50 (pi5) 433-lloo (| ! 9
AVAC JORNSON COTROLS 1C- Iy &
oWTRILS %06 1. INDUSTRIAL, RD. / $150 / 15 /
PEORIA, L. 0I5 (309) cA-5400 [ 1
BTG GREAT LALES TEST § BALANVCE ORP. T
¢ 851 SEWR A (312) 459-dd0 / // /
INLNXiE WHEELING , L - GO
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes from the March
8, 1989 meeting.

Chairman Cawley opened the 3/8/82? meeting in due
form. Roll call of officers was talen. All officers
were present or accounted for.

Minutes of previous meeting were xead. Motion by
Robert Anderson, seconded by Mike Gaynor, to accept
the minutes as corrected. Rdd to the minutes that
Vietnow has contracted a firm to solicit area

donaticns which will henefit Vietnam Veteran
Programs. A firm keeps 85% of the contributions and
15% goes to Vietnow. We strongly reconmend telling
the area businesses not to contribute. Motion
passed.

We are still looking for a post to sponsor a fund
raiser campaign so that Ottawa Nam Vets can put on a
POW/MIA Symposium. Ron Cummings would be happy to
chair this project. W2 must raise approximately
$2,000. Ron further stated that. a% the April VAC
meeting he will bring declassified drocuments trom the
CIA pertaining to MIAs. He said there have been live
sightings of BAmerican Veterans still being held
hostage from the Korean War.

The Superintendent discussed a proposed Medical
Intergovernmental NAgreement between the Township
Supervisors, LaSalle County Board, and our Veterans
Assistance Commission Office. He inform=d us of the
present status of the litigation between Osage
Township and a LaSalle County Veteran. Should this
case continue, a decision would rend=red by the Court
which will stipulate who 1is obligated to adiminister
total General Assistance to a War Era Veteran.
Because they are War Era Veterans. we have set our
Standard Payment Schedule aside in crder not to be a
detriment to our people. I perscnally fez=l we are
not only War Era Veterans, we are also a citizen of
the United States of MAmerica. It appears many of our
politicians do not feel this way. '

It was announced that another rally would be held on
Sunday. March 12, 1989 at the Chicaro Art Institute. -
They are requesting bodies of c¢oncerned people.
Let's remember that our Flag represents all citizens
of the United States, not iust veterans. We are also
awaiting for the petitions to get back in requesting
that Scott Tyler be expelled and Judge Tillis be
removed from +the bench. i3et those in as soon as
possible.



A motion was made by Carl Kirar, seconded by Mike
Gaynor, that the LaSalle C(cunty Veterans Assistance
Commission Superintendent sign the Intergovernmental
Agreements for medical expenditures as they come in.
Motion passed.

Motion by Robert Anderson, =ecrnded bhy Mike Shelton,
that we adjourn. Motion passed.

Members present:

Delegates Al Strozewski, l'ost 426: Joe Iwaszek, Post
1229: Mike Gaynor, Post 729: Sam Maggio, Marine Corp
League; Ed Wroblewski, lost 8232: Carl Kirar, Post
883; Mike Shelton, Nam Vets; Robert Anderson, Post
33; and Lenard Laws, BAmvets.

Alternates Ron Cummings, Mam Vets:; James Carpellini,
Post 235; and John Sadowsl:i, Post 893

Chairman John Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue
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We have State and Federal Laws covering veteran
protection right for employment. These laws also
direct corxporations te hire veterans on iobs, it they
are qualified, that are teolally State or Federally
funded. These jobs are vonsidersd public works and
| the State or Federal Govermment pays the ceontractors
the prevailing wage governed by Federal Statute. We
in LaSalle County have two such jobs. One is funded
from the Federal Super Fund for toxi: cleanup and the
other is funded from the Fedexral Housing Department
which governs construction of low to moderate income
senioxr citizen housing. The sad thing is even though
hundreds of millions of Federal dollars are being
spent on such projects, no people from the State of
Illinois are being hired. Practically all people
hired are from out or state. 1In an area such as ours
where unemployment is ruunning about 15%, this
practice 1is inexcusable. Ancthex thing we must
remember iz about 60% of our union labor forces are
vetefans. Veterans are supposedly 2 priority group
for hiring. It does 1o good to allege that our
Congressional delegates from Illinois are bringing in
hundreds of millions of dollars in public works if it
is being pocketed by out of state coutragtors or out
of state employees. Our State of [llinois Veterans

need employment also.



We have State and Federal Laws covering veteran

protection right for employment. These laws also
direct corporations to hire veterans on jobs, if they
are qualified, that are totally State or Federally
funded. These jobs are considered public works and
the State or Federal Goverqment pays the contractors
the prevailing wage goverﬁed by Federal Statute. We
in.LaSalle County have two such jobs. 'One is funded
from the Federal Super Fund for toxic cleanup and the
other is funded from the Federal Housing pepartment
‘which governs construction of low to moderate‘income
senior citizen housing. The sad thing is even though
hundreds of millions of Federal dollars are béing
spent on such projects, no people from the State of
Iilinois are being hired. Practically all people
hired are from out or state. 1In an area such as ours
where unemployment is running about 15%, this
practice 1is inexcusable. Another +thing we must
remember is about 60% of our union labor forces are
veﬁerans. Veterans are supposedly a prioxrity group
fo: hiring. It does no good to allege that our
Congressional delegates from Illinois are bringing in
‘hundreds of millions of dollars in public works if it
is being pocketeé by out of state contractors or out
of state employees. Our State of Illinois Veterans

| need employment'also.
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It is our obligation to write our Federal
Representatives and Senators and insist that our

people in this State be hired. Those are our Federal

tax dollars coming back to the State of Illinois and

should be used to hire our qualified veterans. Of
the.fifty States in the United States of America, we
receive far less than our fair share of returned
Federal Tax dollars. We should demand our fair share
in accordance to our population. Our pebple desexrve
to work also.

' Sincerely vyours,

Martin J. Rue, Supt

VAC of LaSalle County
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5453 ps » always, ' ‘I enjoy meeting with you in

" fellowship.» I: enjoy the exchanging of ideas and

being'able ' to participate in formulating policy,that

. willubenefit'us as will -benefit fellow Amvets.' “!This
. body*iis rempowered to' enact policy between state
. conventionsr which is -essential to assure . smooth '
. :;operationss! of'''our ' :State ' Department. I ~am
+ appreciative that :our! State Amvet membership has
- entrusted 1ius with. the privilege of enacting policy
;- throughout the yeari: -+, BONTIE T PR 4

A “ﬁ?ﬁ“f‘" R et P .. | Loy

Y »g"!'.‘ “ N

vy,

Lo

“i'¥r'-Since we last met I have been very involved with
the:blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago

.= Art’Institute. 'We have always been taught that "0ld
.. Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to
.. know!thatsthe Cook : County States Attorney, Illinois
' "Attorney :General, - and the U. 8. Attorney General
.. could not have intervened to prevent the continual
.. -desecration.': It 'does not surprise me, that in a
.- society that has-been tarnished for the past 20 years
-+ with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
.. standing on our nations::-Flag cannot be construed to

" . mean:trampling:.'- It does not surprise me, that in a

society that condones releasing of convicted class X

murder through the changing of identity "policy, that
this: same ' group would welcome the tearing or burning

;' of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,

7{ that“in ra:society that believes in spending millions
»# ofi'dollars over numerous years +through the appeal
.'"¢ process in order to prevent the execution of |

.5 individuals who -have ::committed mass. murders, ' that

thati society would welcome the desecration of our

'+ National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have
;. given: their':1life, mind, or body to defend. We must
- never permit-anyone to display our National Emblem,

‘of 'the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
;. floor.' .Our - country's Flag is a symbol  which offers

hoper-to-- the 'oppressed people of the world. Our

! Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,

libexrty, and : the pursuit of happiness - for all free

v! people. - It' is. a - symbol that represents all the
. i, freedoms - which are provided in our United States °
‘i’ Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.

- It ist a symbol ‘that has been carried by our brave

young men and women through many Wars in defense of

. those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

‘i States of America's people have given their lives:
“ body; ' or mind, so that she may wave .freely from -
... above, displaying 1life like movement. - It is a
_symyol that has earned. and deserves total respect.

.

. felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or . -



In fact, +there are Federal and State " Laws that
command the: manner in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
- violators should be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who' choose -to violate - and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag:- We must now put up or shut up.’

This: is not the '1960's . We are back whether you
.like it or not. . We must protect our national
. "Emblem" at : all cost,. Talk will not prevent

desecration.. . Action will once again free her so she

can :-proudly ' wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", -and if necessary, 1 will fight for-

those principles.

e INn conclusion, I 1eave you with th13°“
*“'WI .am your flag o
| ”My Red Strlpes...symbolaze the blood spilled in

defense of thls glorious natlon. ol

P
.I'

My White . Strlpes...31an1fy the burnlng tea;s
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. f” Lo _
;j-lt ! R } bez EURIN e e
/. My Blue Strlpes...is indicative of God's heaven

under:which I. fly. - . e

'14’."!

" My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States‘

’as one. for:God and Country.

. .
i

“Old Glory" 18 my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on hlgh. L -
\*‘W i

and your fortunes. . «

7ﬁ? Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty
p051t10n,,1est I never return. &

LY RN I
“.!‘

. Keep allght the fires of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the splrlt of democracy

RN

, wOrshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments, -

. and 'I shall remain. 'the bulwark of peace and freedom
‘for all manklnd."

. . . L s . :1' ' g.t

b
;I .am your Flag. Y " v . AR

e 1)
B . .

7. - ! . . ’. o . EEE N

.:Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives

TITITITNRN

i
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"I would now like to discuss the continuation of -

loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. I must state

- that ‘there has been no . improvement. . In fact, the

" situation -has greatly worsened. Our comrades are
being denied' inpatient and outpatient ' care - for a
sundry - of reasons. °.Some  of those reasons are.as

- followss ' o oo - E
LR TS S -

“4/#5This VA facility is not located . in the veterans
“region of ' residence, you must go to the VA facility
© in'your catch basin. c Lier e
Tk :"‘-’.':.} - ' W . 1 1 :

2 “We no longer provide maintenance of care. - It is
your responsibility to pay for all your medication,

even®if you are a pension veteran, as +long as your
.""condition  is determined to be chronic, but stable.
" The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
- 'youlean afford to ‘continue maintenance .of care. It
“ ja¢«the. obligation of your personal- physician to
' provide your:$700 worth of medication per. month. :

! ',9,\:!, AT L . . i T

3. ' We no longer provide transplants due to the

ast:onomical=cost~ for the medication which prevents
the ‘body '* from rkjection. We also cannot afford the

continued appointments 'needed as a result. of . the

© SUTBETY. ;w  Fioos

447 " We - no longer ' have monies needed to provide
‘. contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that

you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take

' fcareyof you, but you must understand that we do not
- have the ‘ means . to: purchase your care. We also
f realize that our VA skill wunits have -a six month
' waiting ‘list for admission, but due to your condition
. you:must be:discharged.. : i N e ‘
W TS L T P JE . .
;5 We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
. shortfalls iwe have had to again reduce our staffs, so
' there is no one on the ward. - As a result, we would

. Votge

suggest you call us in another month. ‘

6.7~ It is our opinion that your acute.condition will

 not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,

we“must deny your admission.

7;?*Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

_to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
“" should be available in three or four months, at that
i time you can reapply for your limbs. : :

»

[}
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-~ “+" As you ' can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests for services. With 1less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be'able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal ye=ar budget. 'As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time ‘' for - us +o demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed +to provide
total health care for our comrades. 8itting at the
bar or at a’ meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. If
our 'Congress can provide billions of -dollars to
nations that are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.
coyeietcon e o .

" *1th Qur .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last ' resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are
entitled. This is the only group that understands

.. the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by veterans. - They are not a unit of
government "that '~ is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation - by state statute to provide the bare
" necessities of life for ' our comrades ‘who have no
means to care for themselves. We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let

‘us‘not let our legislature down. We must assume the
_responsibility and make sure that our Veterans

' Agsistance Commissions do what the law instructs:them
© to do. Vo et e iy o RN L

SENS U1 R - Sincerely yours,
i E,-'.#‘ 3 . Voo . ' . v,
v PR B e, ) . Sy Lo o
L Fesad gt : .
fruhppedteoo b o b« -’ Martin J. Rue :
R S Division &4, Sr. Vice

R RET AT LA PR I  LE : Commander

' . . X '
. . 1 - B R + . I ‘ v
t LAY . ' ¢ . f




?

‘( 4,«.., ) b

’,Commander and Comrades'

MAaia D L, ot

'~3r~ As + always, I enjoy meeting with you -in
" fellowship.~ I enjoy . the exchanging of ideas and

being able to participate in formulating policy.that
will benefit: us as will benefit fellow Amvets. - :*This
body .is rempowered: to' enact policy between state

conventions» which is -essential to assure . smooth '~

operations «* of-*'our * State . Department. <o I- o am
appreciative that our State Amvet membexrship has
entrusted ''us with the perllege of enacting pollcy
throughout the year. o : i

L]
i

' Slnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1th ‘
the blatant attack of our nations Flag at the Chicago

- Art Institute. We have always been taught that "Old
- Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to
~ know'that -the Cook County States Attorney, Illinois

Attorney . General, ‘and the :U. 8. Attorney General
could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration.:: It does not surprise me, that-in a
society that has been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed to
mean trampling:‘ It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X

felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or - -

murder through the changing of identity policy, that

' this. same ' group ‘would welcome the tearing or burning

of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,

\fi‘that"in ‘a’society that believes in spending millions

of ‘dollars over numerous years through the appeal

. process in order to prevent the execution of

individuals who have committed mass murders, that

- that:: society would welcome the desecration of our
. National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have -
. gilven their:-1ife, mind, or body to defend. We:must

never permit-anyone to display our National Emblem,
of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
floor.: Our country's Flag is a symbol : which offers
hope: to - the oppressed people of the world. Our

.. Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
. liberty, and the pursuit of happiness - for all free

people.: It: is- a symbol that represents all the
freedoms which are provided in our United States -
Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
It is® a symbol: that has been carried by our brave

- young men and women through many Wars in defense of

those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of America's people have given their lives;

. body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from

above, displaying 1life 1like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned.and deserves total respect.



In fact, there are Federal and State Laws that
command the.  manner in which she may be dlsplayed

Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. " Those
- violators should be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who. choose -to violate - and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag. -  We must now put up or shut up.°
This is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
- like it or not. We must protect our national
"Emblem" at : all cost. Talk will not prevent

desecration. - Action will once again free her so she’

can .-proudly ' wave, expressing her 3Jjoy for our
freedoms. Always remember, '"One Country, One Flag,

One Language", and if necessary, I will fight for-

those principles.
...In conclusion, I leave you with this:-
~I-am your flag : '

l}"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
defense of this glorious natlon. S C

My Whlte Strlpes...51gn1fy the burning tears_

shed by Americans who lost their sons.

~f.r £ . [

under which I fly.

My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for God and Country.
t“ "Old Glory" is my nlckname. and proudly I wave
on hlgh

i ,-_,._,"

andhyour»fortunes;wAu
ot Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty
pos;tlon, lest I never return.

mf Keep . allght the fires * of patriotism, strive
'earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

'c Worshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,
~and I shall remain . the bulwark of peace and freedom
'ufor all manklnd " .
I am your Flag.

My Blue Stripes...is 1ndlcat1ve of God's heeven

..Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives



" 'I would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the.1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. . I . must state
that ithere has been no- improvement. In fact, -the

situation has greatly . worsened. Our comrades are

being .denied' inpatient and  outpatient : care for a
sundry of reasons. - Some : of those reasons are as
follows: : : - SO
1..~This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of ' residence, you must go to the VA facility
in your catch basin. : '
2. We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as .long as your
condition - is determined to be chronic, -but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you .can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. . It
is “~the. obligation of your personal physician to
provide your $700 worth of medication per month. :

3. ‘We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the ‘body from rejection. We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of the
surgery., - o _
4. - We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take
care of you, but you must understand that we do not
have the means .to . purchase your care. We -also
realize that our VA skill wunits have a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged.. ) - .
L. , - R Lt N . . R .

5., We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

there is no one on the ward. - As a result, . we would

suggest you call us in another month.

6. It is our opinion that vyour acute -condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7.{;Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

should be available in three or four months, at that
timg you can reapply for your limbs. ‘

'

. to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies



"+~ As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests "for ' services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time~ for us to demand +that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. = If
our Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that . are 1lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.
~.2} Qur .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are-
entitled. This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by veterans. - They are not a unit of
government that = is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
" want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
- necessities of life for  our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by . the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us not 1let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans
. Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them
to do. ‘ ' T ' St '

CRTENE TS B : Sincerely yours, -

tdns?’ : : - Martin J. Rue
AR ' * Division 4, Sr. Vice
FIRAATT LTI Commander
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_Commander and Comrades’
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RS V- R always. I enjoy meeting with you in
fellowshlp‘w I ‘enjoy the exchanging of ideas and
being able to participate in formulating policy.that
will:benefit us as will benefit fellow BAmvets. -:*This
body' :is rempowered to’ enact policy between state

conventions- which is ‘-essential - to assure ..smooth "

operations=xt of+:! ‘our ‘' State Department. - I+ am
 appreciative that our State BAmvet membership has
.. entrusted i;us with the pr1v1lege of enactlng pollcy

throughout the year., e :

e '

*545 Slnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1thu.
the blatant attack of our nations Flag at the Chicago

" Art Institute. ‘We have always been taught that "0Old

Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

- know'that-the Cook  County States Attorney, Illinois

- Attorney :General, - and the ' U. S. Attorney General
" could not have intervened to prevent the continual

~desecration. - It does not surprise me, that:in a
- society that has :been tarnished for the past 20 years

with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed to
mean:trampling. ' It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X

felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or - -

~.murder through the changing of identity - policy, that
-~ this:same - group would welcome the tearing or burning
" of .our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,

" that in ‘a’.society that believes in spending millions
. "of :dollars over numerous years through the appeal
' process in order to prevent the execution of .
. ~individuals who have ''committed mass murders, that -

“thaty: society would welcome the desecration of our
-. National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have -
. given their:-1life, mind, oxr body to defend. We must -
. never permit-anyone to display our National Emblem,
. of “the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

floor.: Our country's Flag is a symbol ' which offers
- hope: -to - the oppressed 'people of the world. Our
. Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
.. liberty,  -and : the pursuit of happiness - for all free

"people. 'It‘ is a symbol that represents all the
. freedoms which "are provided in our United States

Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
It is: a symbol' ‘that has been carried by our brave
young men and women through many Wars in defense of
those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of BAmerica's people have given their lives;
- body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from
above, displaying 1life 1like movement. It is a
symbol that has earned and deserves total respect.

'
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In fact, there are Federal and State Laws that
command the manner in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. ~Those
- violators - should be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those

who choose to violate. and victimize our people,’ our
nation, our Flag.- We must now put up or shut up.’

This is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
like it or not. We must protect our national
"Emblem" at : all cost. Talk will not prevent
desecration. - Action will once again free her so she
can .-proudly ° wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", -and if  necessary, I will fight for-

thoee principles.
-In conclusion, I leave you with this::
;(»I am your flag : St

'"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
defense of this glorious natlon. ' s
o My White Strlpes...51gn1fy the burnlng tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost thelr sons.

My Blue Strlpes...ls 1nd1cat1ve of God's heaven
under which I fly.: : _ S v

A ]
Al

My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for God and Country

; "Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on hlgh v :

Honor me, respect me, defend me w1th your lives
, and your fortunes. -

o Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty

¥

p051t10n, lest I never return.

Keep allght the flres of patriotism, strive
‘earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

WOrshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,
and I shall remain -the bulwark of peace and freedom
for all manklnd "

¢ .
v 1

-
‘

I am your Flag.

ARy

(L)



'] would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the: 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. I must state
that there has been no . improvement. In fact, the
situation has greatly worsened. Our comrades are
being denied- inpatient and _outpatient : care for a
sundry of reasons. Some - of those reasons are as
follows: o w : : - R
1.++This VA facility is not located in the veterans
 region of ' residence, you must go to the VA facility

in your catch basin. Ce e ae e
;"",:éw'.a . - . o0 . . FE
2. “We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘'responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as -long as your
condition is determined to be chronic, ‘but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you:can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
" is ~the. obligation of your:' personal physician to
provide your.$700 worth of medication per month. . .

3. 7 We no longer provide transplants due to the

astronomical cost  for the medication which prevents
the :body from rejection. We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of - the
surgery., - - ¢ o : . e .
4, - We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that

- you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take

‘care of you, but you must understand that we do not
~have the means . to . purchase your care. We also
" realize that our:VA skill units have a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged. . : ' C e
L et . . . . )
5. We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

there is no one on the ward. As a result, we would

suggest you call us in another month.

6. It is our opinion that your acute.condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs. :
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As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests for services. With less requests for
se:vices. the Office of Management and Budget will
be ‘able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their ' status of the 1950's. If
our Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

*1 Our .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our  comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are-
entitled. = This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. They are not a unit of
government that @ is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats.  'As a result, many County Boards do not
- want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
" necessities of life for  our comrades  who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by.the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans
Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them
tO dO. . . Do ° . 3

A L A : Sincerely yours,

EEATE AN

RN I
«

Martin J. Rue
Division 4, Sr. Vice
Commandexr
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'.Commander and Comrades'f ) : L . ;s 1
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*"As- - always, 1 enjoy meeting with you in
fellowship;m I enjoy the exchanging of - ideas and
being able to participate in formulating policy.that
will.benefit us as will: benefit fellow Amvets. - :This

.body .;is rempowered i to! enact policy between state

-»fthroughout the year., oo

conventionsr which is -essential to assure : smooth
operations 2+ of<f’our’='State . Department. - -I- am
appreciative that our State Amvet membership has
entrusted :.us with the pr1v1lege of enactlng pollcy

.
v

'7“ﬁ.31nce we last met I have been very lnvolved w1th

‘-'the blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago
- Art Institute. We have always been taught that "0ld

Gloxry" deserves our utmost respect. 1t sickens me to
know‘that:the Cook - County States. Attorney, Illinois
Attorney .General, and-  the - U. 8. Attorney General
could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration. - It does not surprise me, that-in a
society that has -been tarnished for the past 20 years

- with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
. standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed to

mean: trampling.: It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X
felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or -

'&,murder through the changing of identity 'policy, that

-~ this:same - group would welcome the tearing or burning
- . of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
.. that in -‘a’ society that believes in spending millions
- of dollars over numerous vyears through the appeal

process in order to prevent the execution =~ of
individuals who -have :committed mass - murders,  that

- that; society would welcome the desecration of our

National ‘Emblem in which many of our comrades have
given their: -1life, mind, or body to defend. We must
never permit anyone to display our National Emblem,

" of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

- floor. - .OQur country's Flag is a symbol : which offers

hope~ to - the oppressed people of the world. Our
Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness - for all free
people. 'It+ is a symbol that represents all the
freedoms which "are provided in our United States

" Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.

It is' a symbol that has been carried by our brave
young men and women through many Wars in defense of
those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of Bmerica's people have given their lives;
body; or mind, so that she may wave .freely from
above, displaying life 1like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned and deserves total respect.

’



In fact, there are Federal and State ‘Laws that
command the - manner in which she may be displayed.

Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
- violators - should " be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who. choose - to violate ' and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag.- We must now put up or shut up."

This .is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
.like it or not. We must protect our national
_ "Emblem" at : all cost. Talk will not prevent

desecration. - Action will once again free her so she’

can .-proudly -- wave, expressing her joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", .and if necessary, 1 will fight for-

those pr1n01ples.
" .+ In conclusion, I leave you with thls.
vI am your flag

"MY Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
‘ defense of this glorious nation. e s

| My White Stripes...signify the burning tears

shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons.

‘Ji MY Blue Strlpes...ls 1nd1cat1ve of God's heaven
under -which I. fly. ~ Cu oo o

. 'wﬂ ik

My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States’

as one, for God and Country.

7 "Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave_

on high."

v ,,z:,e

and your fortunes. .

‘. Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty

p051tlon. lest I never return.

_ '»Keep alight the flres of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

.”:;Worship Eternal God and keep His commandments,
and I shall remain - the bulwark of peace and freedom
for all manklnd "

I am your Flag.

. 1

. Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives



‘T would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
that ‘there has been no - improvement. In fact, the

situation has greatly . worsened. Our  comrades are .

being denied inpatient and outpatient : care for a
‘sundry  of reasons. . Some of those reasons are as
follows: s : SRIUON
1.:--This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of - residence, you must go to the VA facility
in*your catch basin. : . e e e

'i"‘t DN 4

2. " We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as -long as your
condition- is determined to be chronic, ‘but stable.
'~ The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you:can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is “the. obligation of your personal physician:to
provide your:$700 worth of medication per month. .

3. ° We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the body from rejection. We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of the
' surgery. joes B :‘ . P . . .

4.- «.-We no longer - have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take
‘care:.of you, but you must understand that we do not
" have ‘the means .to: purchase your care. We also
realize that our VA skill wunits have  a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged. L ' : e

,5:'3We would like to admit you, but due to‘the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

there is no one on the ward. - As a result, we -would

suggest you call us in another month.

6. ' It is our opinion that vour acute.condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
" to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs. :

)
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“.~'As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests for:  services. With less requests for
"gervices, the Office of Management and Budget will
be'able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time  for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at:a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. = If
our - Congress can provide billions of ~dollars to
nations that are 1lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave f' themselves to keep our nation free.

LR

«:4h Our .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are
entitled. This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. They are not a unit of
government that - 1is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for ' our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves:. We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us- not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans
Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them
to do. : o ' o o

Sincerely yours,

St o - © Martin J. Rue '
it S Division &4, Sr. Vice '
AFEETE : Commandexr
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rercAs - always, I enjoy meeting with you 'in
fellowship.~ I  enjoy: the exchanging of ideas and
being able to participate in formulating policy.that

~ will:benefit‘us as will benefit. fellow Amvets. - !This

body ' 'is rempowered i to’ enact policy between- state
conventions: which is -essential to assure : smooth

‘operations=a* of ‘'‘our - State . Department. - I am

appreciative that our State Amvet  membership has
entrusted *ius with. the privilege of enactlng pollcy
throughout the year. SN s y S

}-,‘ ‘r Ty ' R

’

Slnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1th ,

g the;blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago
. Art -Institute. -We have always been taught that "0ld

Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to
know' that :the Cook . County States Attorney, Illinois
Attorney :General, rand the U. 8. Attorney General
could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration. : It ‘does not surprise me, that:in a
society that has-been tarnished. for the past 20 years

" with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that

standing on our nations Flag cannot be construed to
mean-trampling.: - It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X
felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or -

murder through the changing of identity "policy, that
' this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning

of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
that in ‘a .society that believes in spending millions

- of - dollars over numerous years through the appeal

- process in order to prevent the execution of

1-individualslwho have - committed mass murders,  that

that.: society -would welcome the desecration of our
National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have -

. gliven their: life, mind, - or body to defend. We must
. never permit-anyone to display our National Emblem,
‘of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

floor. Our country’s Flag is a symbol : which offers

. hope~ to - the oppressed people of the world. Our
- Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life, .

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all free

.. people. It‘ is  a symbol that represents all the
" freedoms ‘which are provided in our United States

" Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.

It is®' a symbol that has been carried by our brave

"~ young men and women through many Wars in defense of
- those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

States of America's people have given their lives;

~ body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from

, ‘above, displaving life 1like movement. It is a
. symbol that has earned.and deserves total respect.



In fact, there are Federal and State Laws that

command the manner ' in which she may be displayed.:

Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
- violators should be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who. choose -to violate ' and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag. - We must now put up or shut up.’
This .is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
. like it or not. We must protect our national
- "Emblem" at - all cost. - Talk will '‘not prevent

desecration. Action will once again free her so she’

can ..-proudly ' wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, '"One Country, One Flag,

One Language", and if ' necessary, 1 will fight'for~

those principles.
..In conclusion, I leave you with this:
'ﬂ" I -am your flag ;

Sy e

-"My Red Stripes...symbolize the blood spllled in

‘ defense of thls glorlous natlon.
e My Whlte Strlpes...51gn1fy the burning tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. b S

‘ My Blue Strlpes...ls 1ndlcat1ve of God's heaven
under .which I fly. - : A i

SAEST

My Stars...clustered together. unlfy 50 States
as.one, for God and Country.

T‘H."Old Glory" is my nlckname. and proudly I wave
on. hlgh. T ,

1;.

:.Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives -

andhyour~fortunes.~

- Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty
p051tlon, lest I never return

Keep allght the fires of patriotism, strive
fearnestly for the splrlt of democracy

d: Worshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,'

and I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom
for all manklnd "

.
I am your Flag.

LG



‘T would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
that ‘there has been no - improvement. In fact, the
situation ‘has greatly . worsened. Our - comrades are
being denied inpatient and outpatient : care for a
sundry of reasons. . Some of those reasons are as
follows: == - - syt 1 AR

S,
RS <SS i
. W

1.+ This VA  facility is not located in the veterans
region of i residence, you must go to the VA facility
in your catch basin. : 3 T

- 1:‘“ - [ . . [ . . .:I‘

2. -We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you ‘are a pension veteran, as --long as your
condition - is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or.not
you ‘can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is ~the. obligation of your personal physician to
provide your. $700 worth of medication per month.
3. We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical -cost for the medication which prevents
the :body from rejection. We also cannot afford the
continued .appointments needed as a result of the
surgery., : < :
4., . We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take
‘care of you, but you must understand that we do not
have +the means . to: purchase your care. We also
realize that our VA skill units have -a six month
"waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you:must be discharged. - : T
Vor e ) - . o . ) ;
5. -We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so
there is no one on the ward. - As a result, we would
~ suggest you call us in another month.

6. ° It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7;f‘Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

. to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies

should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs.




“-As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests® for ' services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be ‘able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. As a result,
more: of our people will be denied health care. It is
time  'for us +to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar“or at a  meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is

as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they

provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. If
our - Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide:health care funding for our comrades who
gave of' themselves to keep our nation free.

cospr ke I o _ L

%% Our .Veterans  Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance ' from agencies from which they are
entitled. - This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. They are not a wunit of
government that  is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves. We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us 'not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans

Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them

to do. - '

v

R : 4 Sincerely yours,

Martin J. Rue
Cane . Division &, Sr. Vice
e e e ‘ Commander
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*As -+ always.' I enjoy meeting with you +in
fellowshlp I enjoy: the exchanging of ideas and
being able to participate in formulating policy .that
~ will;benefit us as will benefit: fellow Bmvets.::tThis
body . :is rempowered " to” enact policy between state

conventions- which is -essential  to assure :. smooth -

- operations ' of~! our - State  Department. oI -am
apprec1at1ve that our State BAmvet membership has
entrusted :'us with the privilege of enactlng pollcy
*‘throughout the year.‘»-faz LIRS : . R

.
i

'~%~f51nce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1th ,
the blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago
Art:Institute. 'We have always been taught that "0ld
Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

.i know that::the Cook: County States. Attorney, Illinois

Attorney  General, rand - the U. 8. Attorney General
- could not have intervened to prevent the continual
. desecration. - It .does not: surprise me, that in a
society that has-:been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed. to
mean- trampling.':- It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X
felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or.
murder through the changing of identity -policy,  that
' this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning
of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
that in :‘a’'society that believes in spending millions
. of ‘dollars over numerous vyears through the appeal
 process in order to prevent the execution of

;‘jindividuals-who have - committed mass  murders, :that

thats: society would welcome the desecration of our
National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have -
given their: 1life, mind, or body to defend. We must
never permit-anyone to -display our National Emblem,
- of ‘the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

-+~ flooxrs: ;Qur-country's Flag is a symbol ' which offers
. hope=s:to - the *oppressed - people of the world. Our

. Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life, .

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness -for all free
people. It is a symbol +that represents all:the

.. freedoms which are provided in our United States
' Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.

- It is% a symbol - -that has been carried by our brave
" young men and women through many Wars in defense of
those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of BAmerica's people have given their lives;
. body; or mind, so that she may wave .freely from
" above, displaying 1life like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned. and deserves total respect.

1




In fact, there are Federal and State ' Laws that

command the.  manner ' in which she may be displayed.

Violation of  those laws is a criminal offense. Those

. ‘'violators should be dealt with in an: expedient

manner. The courts -have no right to protect those

who. choose .-to violate. and victimize our people,’ our:

nation, our Flag. -We must now put up or shut up.’
This .is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
.like it or not. We must protect our national
- "Emblem" at - all cost. Talk will not prevent

desecration. Action will once again free her so she
can .- proudly ' wave, expressing her joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", -and if necessary, I will fight‘for'

those pr1n01ples.
- In conclusion, I leave you with this:--
~I-am your flag oo

'f"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spllled 1n
defense of .this glorlous natlon. ‘
My White Strlpes...31gnlfy the burning tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. t B
( .My Blue Strlpes...ls indicative of God's heeven
under -which I fly. T e T

bt
§ '

,‘ My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for- God and Country.

"Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on: hlgh e .

Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives‘

and(your fortunes. . .

"+ Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty‘

pOSltlon, lest I never return.
4 o Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the splrlt of democracy.

Worshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,~

and I. shall remain -the bulwark of peace and freedom
for all manklnd "

r o

I am your Flag.
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‘I would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
that ‘there has been no - improvement. In fact, the
situation has greatly. worsened. Our comrades are
being denied inpatient and outpatient - care for a
sundry of reasons. = Some of those reasons are as
follows: ‘ : ' z B
1.~ -This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of : residence, you must go to the VA facility
in:your catch basin. : v N Conom
2. "We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as --long as your
condition- is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is ~“the. obligation of your personal physician to
provide your. $700 worth of medication per month.

3. ° We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical -cost for the medication which prevents
the body from rkjection. We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of the
surgery. ,; - IRV .
.~.,:ﬁ<3~{ L. . . . Lo
4, - We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you are in need of skill care and have no one to take
care of you, but you must understand that. we do not
have the .means . to: purchase your care. We also
realize that our VA skill units have a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you 'must be discharged. . ‘ : . e

ﬂSi;{We woﬁld like to admit you.‘but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

" there is no one on the ward. ~ As a vesult, we would

suggest you call us in another month. .

6. It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7. ‘Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs.

)



““"As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests "for' ' services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time'for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional  billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is

as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they

provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. If
our - Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave'of themselves to keep our nation free.

By et S . :
% Qur .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied

assistance from agencies from which they are-

entitled. = This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. They are not a wunit of
government "that = is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades @ who have no
means to care for themselves:. We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
us not 1let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans

Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them

to‘do.

Pegey T R Sincerely yours, -

Ceprrs ot " Martin J. Rue
one - - Division 4, Sr. Vice
B R Commander
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.Commander and Comrades o S BRI VR
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*As + always, I enjoy meeting with you:+in
fEIIOWShlpnM I enjoy the exchanging of ideas and
being able to participate in formulating policy.that .
- will . benefit us as will benefit: fellow BAmvets.::*This
body ..is rempowered :' to’ enact policy between state
- conventionsr which is ' -essential- to assure .. smooth
operations »* of ' our - :State - Department. I+ -am
appreciative that our  State Amvet membership has
entrusted ‘:us with. the privilege of enactlng pollcy
throughout the year., SR e .
Slnce we last met I have been very lnvolved w1th )

the blatant attack .of our nations Flag at the Chicago
Art Institute. 'We have always been taught that "0Old
. Blory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to
" know" that-the Cook . County States Attorney, Illinois
Attorney  General, -and' the -U. S. Attorney General
could not have intervened +to prevent the continual

. desecration. : It does not surprise me, that:in a

- society that has-been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
- standing on our nations:-Flag cannot be construed to

mean:trampling.' It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X
felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or-
murder through the changing of identity -policy, - that
' this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning
- of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
_that in :avsociety that believes in spending millions

. of -dollars over numerous years through the appeal
"~ process in order to prevent the execution of

individuals who have  committed mass murders,  that -
that:: society would welcome the desecration of our

. National ‘Emblem in which many of our comrades have -

. given their:-1life,-mind, oxr body to defend. We must
' never ' permit: anyone to display our National Emblem,

- of ‘the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

- . floor.: Our-country's Flag is a symbol ' which offers
- hope#-to - the oppressed people of the world. Our
.. Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,

liberty, and . the pursuit of happiness - for all free
people. It* is a symbol that represents all-the
- freedoms which are provided in our United States '
. Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.

It is' a symbol that has been carried by our brave
young men and women through many Wars in defense of

"/ those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

States of BAmerica's people have given their lives;
- body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from

" above, displaying life like movement. + It is a

’

J'symbol that has earned. and deserves total respect.




In fact, there are Federal and State Laws that
command the : manner in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
. violators should be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who choose ' to violate and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag. We must now put up or shut up.’

This..is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
.like it or not. We must protect our national
- "Emblem" at : all cost. Talk will " not prevent
desecration.: . Action will once again free her so she
can . proudly - wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", and if necessary, I will fight: for-

those principles. '
-~ In conclusion, I leave you with this::
~I.am your flag

:"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spllled in
defense of this glorious natlon.

soae

shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. ff

ﬁn’( ~ Vi o

.+ My Blue: Strlpes...ls 1ndlcat1ve of God's heaven

under. whlch I.fly. - Dt 5
rl;i‘.‘-.,{;‘,:“. , |

My  Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as. one, for- God and Country.

Y
I TR

\&i,"OId Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on. hlgh L e : , , :

s

ki Honor me,. respect me, defend me with your lives

t

and. your fortunes;‘ 0

( Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty'

p051t10n. lest I never return. 7
S Keep allght the fires of patriotism, strive
earnestly_for the spirit of democracy.

- Worship Eternal Ged and - keep His commandments, -

and I shall remain. the bulwark of peace and freedom
- for all mankind."

i:

I am your Flag.

My Whlte Strlpes...31gn1fy the burning tears



‘T would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. . I must state

that ‘there has been no - improvement. In fact, the
situation ‘has greatly worsened. Our comrades are
" being denied inpatient and outpatient « care for a
‘sundry  of reasons. - some  of those reasons are.as
follows: .- - - = - g T
1.: This VA facility is not located in the veterans

region of ' residence, you must go to the VA facility
in:your catch basin. : : L AR

Wi v [N

o o . o
2. -We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as .long as your
condition- is determined to be chronic, ‘but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
youican afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is +the. obligation of your  personal. physician to
provide your.$700 worth of medication per month. .

]

,3.‘ We no longer providé transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the 'body from rejection. We also cannot afford the

continued appointments needed as a result of the
surgery. o e : . :
TG S o X
4L, - - We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you are in need of skill care and have no one to take
‘care:of you, but you must understand that we do not
have +the means . to purchase your care. We :also
realize that our VA skill wunits have a six month
"waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you -must be discharged. : : S e
Loes oot . - . . N . . .
5. ‘We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so
' there is no one on the ward.  As a result, we would
suggest you call us in another month. .
6. ' It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
" not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
ti@e you can reapply for your limbs.

'
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As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests for services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be ‘able to statistically prove that the: VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time 'for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed ' to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a -meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of +the 1950's. If
our ‘- Congress can provide billions of - dollars to
nations that  are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

-t Qur .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance - -from agencies from which they  are
entitled. - This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by veterans. They are not a unit of
government- that ' is under the thumb ' of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
- want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us‘not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans
Assistance :Commissions do what the law instructs them
to do. S : S P o

TLe : B . L

Sincerely yours, -

Cimya ‘ Martin J. Rue :
VoL ' C Division &, Sr. Vice
Commander
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5 As o always, ‘I enjoy meeting with you:-in
fellowshlp.: I 'enjoy the exchanging of ideas and

- being able to participate in formulating policy,that.‘

will:benefit us as will benefit fellow Amvets. - :This

" body ..is rempowered ‘' to' enact policy between:state

conventions: which is -essential to assure . smooth
operations st of i‘our ' .State  Department. - -I:-am

"+ appreciative that . our: State Amvet membership has

" entrusted iius with. the. pr1v1lege of enactlng pollcy

throushout the vear. o o SRR m:v

L)
._; '?‘ ) :

: Slnce we last met I have been very lnvolved w1th‘_
the blatant attack .of our nations Flag at the Chicago

S SR

"+ - Art Institute. ‘We have always been taught that "0l1ld

Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

~ know'that:.the Cook County States Attorney, Illinois

Attorney :General, :and- the -U. S. Attorney General

"could not have intervened to prevent the continual

?';desecration;“h It -.does not surprise me, that:in-a

- 'society that-has-been tarnished for the past 20 years

with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that

- standing on our nations ' Flag cannot be construed. to

“uimeanwtrampling;'ﬁ It does not surprise me, that in a

':;.society that condones releasing of convicted class X

. felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or -
e murder through the changing of identity ‘policy,:that

* this:same ' group would welcome the tearing or burnlng

- of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
" that in iar'society that believes in spending millions
. of:dollars over numerous years through the appeal
-~ process in order to prevent the execution of .
. individuals who have committed mass murders,  that

that: society would welcome the desecration of our
National Emblem in which many of our comrades have
given their‘-1life, mind, or body to defend. We must

" never permit-anyone to :display our National Emblem,

of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
floor. . Our country's Flag is a symbol which offers
hope- to  the 'oppressed people of the world. Our

.. Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,

libexrty, and the pursuit of happiness .-for all free

. people. *It* is:-a symbol that represents all. the
7% freedoms which "are provided in our United States '
‘- Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
. It is’ a symbol that has been carried by our brave
- young men and women through many Wars in defense of
- those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

States of America's people have given their lives;
body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from
above, displaying 1life 1like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned. and deserves total respect.

4



In fact, there are Federal = and State " Laws that
command the. manner " in which she may be dlsplayed
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. ' Those
- violators should " be dealt with in an expedient
manner. The. courts -have no right to protect those

who: choose to violate ' and victimize our people, our-
nation, our Flag. - We must now put up or shut up.’

This . .is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
. like it or not. We must protect our national
- "Emblem" at - all- cost.  Talk will not prevent

desecration. - Action will once again free her so she’

can ..proudly - wave, expressing her joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language",  and if necessary, 1 will fight for-

those principles.
~In conclusion, I leave you with thls°“
,‘I am your flag :

‘"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
defense of this glorious nation. P ‘ :

g

i

shed by Americans who lost their sons. bt
ik o ' '
’oe My Blue Stripes...is 1ndlcat1ve of God's heaven
under . whlch I fly. B '
My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for God and Country.

't."01d Glory" 1s my nlckname. and proudly I wave
on hlgh : :

'laHonor me,A respect me, defend me with your lives
and your fortunes. .- .

" Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty‘

p031tlon, lest I never return.
_ AR Keep allght the f1res* of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the Splrlt of democracy .

‘?v Worshlp Eternal - God and keep His commandments,
and I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom
jfor all manklnd "

I am your Flag.

My White Stripes...signify the burnlng tears



'] would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. -1 must state
that ‘there has been no - improvement. In fact, the
situation has greatly worsened. Our comrades are
being denied‘ inpatient and outpatient : care for a
sundry of 1reasons. - Some : of those reasons are .as
follows: - - - - N - Ve
1.~ -This VA- facility is not located in the veterans
region of = residence, you must go to the VA facility
in your catch basin. . e
g .- : -
2. " We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility = to pay for all your medication,
even-if you are a pension veteran, as --long as your
condition is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance ‘as to whether or not
you can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is ~the. obligation of your: personal -physician to
provide your $700 worth of medication per month. =
3. ° We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the ‘body from rkjection. We also cannot afford the
'continued,appqintments needed as a result of the

' surgery., -

SRL N o : ' :
4, + We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that

you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take
‘care-of you, but you must understand that we do not
have ‘the. - means . to : purchase your care. We also
realize that our VA skill units have -a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you:must be -discharged. - . o e

R VN

5. 'We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so
‘ there is no one on the ward. As a result, we would
- suggest you call us in another month. '

6{3*'It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
:“we must deny your admission.

7.,  Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
~to provide you with your prosthesis. . New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs.

1
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~/. As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests ' for services. With 1less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be ‘able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time ' for us +to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed +to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at ' a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is

as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they

provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. If
our ' Congress can provide billions of -dollars to
nations that are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

..%i1- Qur .Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are
entitled. This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. - They are not. a unit of
government that - is under the thumb ' of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form:. It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for " our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans

Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them

to do. - 't

R : o : 1

Sincerely yours,

ey . . . o

toanst o ‘ Co " Martin J. Rue
Pt oo ' " Division &, Sr. Vice '
SR S Commander
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ACommander and Comrades,; ] ~ : S Tartaae
S ‘\iﬂ,ih ST L B : . IS e

vaiiAs - always, 1 enjoy meeting with you'§in

‘ fellowshlptv I enjoy the exchanging of ideas and
" being able  to participate in formulating policy.that .

will.benefit'us as will benefit. fellow Amvets. ‘::This

- body :iis rempowered i to" enact policy between: state
. conventions: which is:-essential to assure : smooth
. operations :* of-‘ ‘our - :State Department. - -~ I  am

appreciative that our State Amvet membership has
entrusted :.us with the pr1v1lege of enactlng pollcy

'throughout the vear. v e L Foe B

LY

L SI]

'Slnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved with
the blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago

TN

~ Art Institute. ‘We have always been taught that "0ld

Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

. know!that~-the Cook - County States Attorney, Illinois
~Attorney . General, -and - the :U. 8. Attorney General

could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration.: : It does not surprise me, that in a

.~ society that has been tarnished for the past 20 years
- with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
* . standing on -our nations: Flag cannot be construed to

mean:trampling. ' It does not surprise me, that in a

. society that condones releasing of convicted class X

»k'felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or -
- murder through the changing of identity -policy, that

"“this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning

° of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
., that -in ‘ai’society that believes in spending millions

of dollars over numerous years through the appeal

"process in order to prevent the execution of

- individuals who have 'committed mass - - murders, that
- that! society would welcome the desecration of our

.- National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have -
"given their -life, mind, or body to defend. We must

never permit anyone to display our National Emblem,
of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the

%}:floor.'.Ourscountry's Flag is a symbol  which offers
-:-hope»-to-- the oppressed -people of the world. Our
;¢ Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,

.- liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all free
;. people.- It is' a symbol that represents all the
"} freedoms - ‘which "are provided in our United States -
. Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
. It:is: a symbol: that has been carried by our brave
-~ young men and women through many Wars in defense of

those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

-States of America's people have given their lives;
"body; - or mind, so that she may wave freely from

above, displaying life 1like movement. It is a

symbol that has earned and deserves total respect.



In fact, there are Federal and State Laws that
command the - manner ' in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
. violators < should be dealt with in an' expedient
manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who- choose -to violate.- and victimize our people, our

nation, our Flag. - :: We must now put up or shut up.°
This. is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
. like it or not. We must protect our national
- "Emblem" at ; all cost. Talk will not prevent

desecration. : Action will once again free her so she
can .-proudly ' wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,
One Language", and if necessary, I will fight for-
those principles. ok : B

.. In conclusion, I leave you with this:

-1~ am your flag - T '

"“My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
defense of thls glorlous natlon. T rfr )’*“
: My Whlte Stripes...signify the burnlng tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. oo '
,_1§.‘ L : . . : . H . .
My Blue Strlpes...ls 1nd1cat1ve of God's heaven
under which I fly. - s ch s

,"‘

§ . vl

» My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for God and Country. -

iy "01d Glory" is my. nlckname, and proudly I wave

on; hlgh.-u : , - , _
‘ "Honor me, resPect me, defend me with your lives -
and,your fortunes. TR

Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty*
p051t10n, lest I never return. B
. . h‘(,» L Lt e
_ Keep allght the flreS' of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the splrlt of democracy. :

WOrshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,~
and I - shall remain -the bulwark of peace and freedom
;for all manklnd " . o

'1‘: I am your Flag.
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*I would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
that !there has been no improvement. In fact, the
situation has greatly . worsened. Ouxr comrades are
being denied inpatient and outpatient . care for a
sundry. of reasons.  Some - of those reasons are as
follows: = - L ' . IR

«

1.--This VA-facility is not located in the veterans

region of ! residence, you must go to the VA facility
in:your catch basin. - : N S

2. “We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is

< your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,

even if you are a pension veteran, as -long as your

condition- is determined to be chronic, but stable.

" The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not

you:can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It

is ~the. obligation of your: personal physician to
provide your $700 worth of medication per month. «

. : ‘ . L
3. ' We no longer provide transplants due to the
" astronomical -cost for the medication which prevents
the body from rejection. We also cannot afford the
continued,appqintments needed as a result of the

. surgery.,
- ?t-":g:'»'-? . . . .- . .
4. ' .We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that

you-are in need of skill care and have no one to take-
‘care.of you, but you must understand that. we do not
have the- means . to: purchase your care. We ‘also
realize that our VA skill wunits have . a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you-must be :discharged. - ‘ i e

'

:"“""-l;‘j] o o . .
o ﬂSif-We would like to admit you, but due to the budget
k o " shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs,; so
! e .. there-is no one on the ward. - As a result, we .would

suggest you call us in another month.

6. ¢ It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

. 7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

' to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs. :



- As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests for:  services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be'able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time - for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of +the 1950's. If
our Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that .are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

Our Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are-
entitled. This is +the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans
governed by veterans. They are not a wunit of
government that ' is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. ‘As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. "It is
our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades :who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by.the legislature to take care of our people. Let

"us ' not 1let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility 'and make sure that our Veterans
Assistance Comm1551ons do what the law 1nstructs them
to do. ‘ : : :

(SR S

S o . s . 1
.

.‘fiaﬁ"= Bl Sincerely yours,

R ’ C "+ Martin J. Rue
T Lo Division 4, Sr. Vice
R TR A s Commander
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.Commander  and Comrades c : )} AR
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= i¢ "Ag 0 always, ‘I enjoy meeting with vyou in

fellowshlp.w I- enjoy: the exchanging of ideas and
being:able to participate in formulating policy.that .
will:benefit us as will benefit: fellow Amvets. - :'This:

- body .:is rempowered ' to” enact policy  between:state

. conventionsr which is- »essentlal -to assure ..smooth
.- operations=!* of:*!‘our-':State - Department. ++ I+ am

appreciative that our‘ State  Amvet membership has

4’entrusted"u5 with the pr1v1lege of enactlng pOllCY
'throughout the year.- YRR KA : _

L]
f"-“; B - : '

“vv‘Slnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1th )

‘the blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago

”3 Art Institute. ‘We have always been taught that "01ld

Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

.- know*:that: -the Cook : County States Attorney, Illinois

Attorney . General, and - the :U. S. Attorney General
could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration. '~ It does not surprise me, that:in a
society that has been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed to
mean -trampling. ' It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X
felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or .
murder through the changing of identity "policy, that

" this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning

of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,

--thatin ‘a’society that believes in spending millions
' of :dollars over numerous years through the appeal

process in order to prevent the execution of
. individuals who -have . committed mass murders, :that

that. society would welcome the desecration of our

i-National~Emblem in which many of our comrades have -
“given. their:-1life, -mind, or body to defend. We must

'f'never'permitranyone to 'display our National Emblem,

of ‘the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
flooxr.- Our country's Flag is a symbol ' which offers
hope« -to- the oppressed people of the world. Our
Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all- free
pedple. It is a symbol +that represents all-the
freedoms which are provided in our United States

Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
It is* a symbol:  that has been carried by our brave

- young men and women through many Wars in defense of
-  those wishing to be free people. Millions of United

States of America's people have given their lives;

;. body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from

above, displaying life like movement. - It is a

| symbol that has earned. and deserves total respect.

!
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In fact,  there are Federal and State " Laws that
command the manner " in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense.  Those
- violators - should ~be dealt with in an  expedient
manner.. The courts have no right to protect those
whogchoose:;to violate and victimize our people, our:

natlon. our Flag. - We must now put up or shut up.’
This .is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
. like it or not. We must protect our national
_"Emblem" at - all cost. Talk  will ‘not prevent

desecration. . Action will once again free her so she’
can .-proudly - wave, expressing her joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,
One Language", :and if necessary, 1 will fight for-
those principles. - . o e
~In conclusion, I leave you with this:’
I am your flag -

"MY REd Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
defense of this glorlous natlon. i T

My Whlte Strlpes...51gn1fy the burnlng tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. f“
..,-..r,': - [ « S T R
My Blue Stripes...is 1ndlcat1ve of God's heaven
under whlch I. fly. : o .

s ;‘_ v::»

My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as. one, for God and Country

:: "Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on hlgh.‘w - .

‘vaonor me, respect me, defend me with your lives
and‘your~fortunes.~

Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty
p051t10n, lest I never return. : '

4 o Keep allght ‘the fires of patriotism, strive
earnestly for the Splrlt of democracy.

Worshlp Eternal God and keep His commandments,
and I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom
_for all manklnd "

I am your Flag.

; . oy .
:;! : . il
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‘T would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
. that 'there has been no improvement. In fact, the
" situation has greatly . worsened. Our comrades are
being denied inpatient and outpatient - care for a
sundry of reasons. Some of those reasons are as
follows: - - o : : : T
1.--This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of : residence, you must go to the VA facility
in 'your catch basin. o Coe
2. -*We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘Tesponsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as --long as your
condition is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you .can afford to ‘continue maintenance .of care. It
is ithe. obligation of your personal physician:to
provide your:$700 worth of medication per month. -

- 3. " We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the 'body from rejection. We also cannot afford the

continued appointments needed as a result of the
surgery., - ‘- ° S . o

Qlle:We» no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that

you:are in need of skill care and have no one to take-

care-of you, but you must understand that. we do not
have +the means . to: purchase your care. We also
 yrealize that our VA skill wunits have -a six month
‘waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you:must be‘discharged.« o .o L e

,5;5ﬁWe would like to admit you, but due to the budget
shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

' there is no one on the ward. . As a result, we would

. suggest you call us in another month.

6.*f It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
- not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
~ we must deny your admission.

7.° Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs.

v



"+ 'As 'you ' can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests  ‘for ' services. With 1less requests for
services,;  the Office of Management and Budget will
beiable to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
more: of our people will be denied health care. It is
time " for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at:a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their  status of the 1950's. ~ If
our- Congress  can provide billions of dollars to
nations that . are 1lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

Our Veterans A551stance Comm1351on need your
a531stance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance. from agencies from which they  are -
entitled. This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by veterans. They are not a unit of
government that is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves. We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
us not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans
Assistance Commissions do what the law lnstructs them_
to do. ’

« -

'giv RN : Sincerely yours,

erado ‘ ‘ - Martin J. PRue
RS : Division &, Sr. Vice
D S Coe Commandexr
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~Commander and Comrades o . - R

B

ﬁ"~¢m“‘As + always, 1 enjoy meeting with you -in

- fellowship.*» I enjoy "the exchanging of ideas and
. being able to participate in formulating policy.that .
‘.will:benefit:us as will benefit fellow Amvets.  ::This

 <~bodyh§is rempowered '"to enact policy between: state

" conventions- which is:-essential- to " assure ..smooth

tv?operationsé% of - '‘our - -State  Department. --I' am

appreciative  that :'our’ State Amvet membership has
entrusted 'us with the perllege of enactlng pollcy
'throughout the year.,<» i) E

Rt ’-e

v ’“vlslnce we last met I have been very 1nvolved with
- the . blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago
 Art Institute. ‘We have always been taught that "01ld

"Gloxry" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to

»}ﬁf;knowrthatathe~Cooki County States: Attorney, Illinois
. Attorney tGeneral, -and- the .U. S. Attorney General

could not have intervened to prevent the continual
desecration. : It does not surprise me, that-in a
society that has :been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations: Flag cannot be construed to

"_meanytrampling;ﬂv It does not surprise me, that in a

society that condones releasing of convicted class X

felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or . -

murder through the changing of identity policy, :that

YQ’thls ‘same ‘ group would welcome the tearing or burning

" of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,

“' that’in 'a’society that believes in spending millions

of dollars over numerous years through the appeal
process in order to prevent the execution of
individuals who have committed mass  murders, that

-ﬁ;;that» society would welcome the desecration of our
-~ National -Emblem in which many of our comrades have .

. given their::1life, mind,  or body to defend. - We must

never permit anyone to display our National Emblem,
of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
floor. Our country's Flag is a symbol - which offers

. hope= to  the oppressed -people of +the world. Our

- Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ' for all free
" people. It is a symbol that represents all: the
i freedoms which "are provided in our United States
Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
.- It 'is* a symbol::that has been carried by our brave
" young men and women through many Wars in defense of
'+ those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of America's people have given their lives;
. body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from
- above, displaying life 1like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned and deserves total respect.

1



TETIRMIY T W

In"fact, there -are Federal and State Laws that
command the. manner in which she may be displayed.

Violation of those-laws is a criminal offense. " Those
. violators should ‘be dealt with in an expedient

manner. The courts have no right to protect those
who. choose -to violate  and victimize our people,' our

nation, our Flag. - : We must now put up or shut up.’
- This..is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
_like it or not. We must protect our national
~"Emblem" at : all- cost. Talk will " not prevent

desecration. Action will once again free her so she’

can .-proudly ' wave, expressing her 3joy for our
freedoms. Always remember, '"One Country, One Flag,

One ' Language", . and if- necessary, I w1ll flght for-
- those prlnclples. :

i#sn1In conclusion, I leave you with thls'i
:I-am- your flag o :

3

.’.vc' »3

shed by Amerlcans who lost thelr sons.

“ o ’ N

V.f My Blue Strlpes...ls 1ndlcat1ve of God's heaven

under which I. fly.-

' My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as. one, for God and Country

éff "Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on. hlgh - . : )

2 . .Honox me, respect me, defend me with your lives
and your fortunes.. .- -

" Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty:

pos;tlon, lest I never return.

Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive

‘earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

WOrshlp Eternal God and : keep His commandments,
and I shall remain -the bulwark of peace and freedom

for all manklnd "

T e

I am your Flag.

7 l&f"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spilled in
' defense of this glorlous natlon. it T

My Whlte Strlpes...51gn1fy the burning tears



" ‘T would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. - I must state
that ‘there has been no . improvement. In fact, the
_ situation has greatly. worsened. Our comrades are

being denied inpatient and outpatient : care for a
sundry: of xreasons. . : Some of those reasons are . as
follows: == = .7 o e e
Rt (S : : . . .
1.--This VA facility is not located in the veterans
region of - residence, you must go to the VA facility
in:your catch basin. - l N S e
2. We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even if you are a pension veteran, as -long as your
"condition - is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
" you:can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
~ is ~~the. obligation of your personal physician:to
-provide your $700. worth of medication per month.
3. "We no longer provide transplants due to the
astronomical cost - for the medication which prevents
the body from rkjection. We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of. the
surgery:, : TR ‘. :
syt : : C . :
4. - .We no longer have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you are in need of skill care and have no one to take
care.of you, but you must understand that we do not
have the means . to: purchase your care. We -also
realize that our VA skill units have a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged. | _ S

5. ‘We would like to admit you, but due to the budget

~ shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so
" there is no one on the ward. = As a result, we would
suggest you call us in another month. .

6. It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission. :

7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able
to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies
should be available in three or four months, at that
time you can reapply for your limbs.

'



As you can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests ‘for  services. With less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be iable to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. 'As a result,
“more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time ' for us ‘to demand that Congress provide the
additional " billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at:a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is

as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they

provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. ' If
our . Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that are 1lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide ‘health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

Our Veterans A331stance Commission’ need your
a531stance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our : comrades who have been denied
assistance from agencies from which they are
entitled. This is +the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by 'veterans. They are not a unit of
government ~that ~ is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for  our comrades who have no
means to care for themselves:. We have been entrusted
by;the legislature to take care of our people. ' Let
‘us'not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that our Veterans

Assistance Commissions do what the law 1nstructs them

to do. . '
S . ' .
qu%o"t - : Sincerely yours,’

Cran g - Martin J. Rue
SR E Division 4, Sr. Vice
AR o e Commander
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f.Commander and Comrades'r A s
' 3 ot R A i . e e .
‘*As T always; -I enJoy meeting w1th you 1n

i 5, RS TR e F

3 ; . . AR

"“ifellowshlphm I--enjoy*: the exchanging of: ideas’ and

being able “to participate in formulating policy.that .
will:benefit*us as will:benefit fellow Amvets.  ::*This
"body' iis rempowered :'to. enact policy between state
conventions:r which is -essential: to assure .. smooth
operationsa* of‘*four’*=State . Department. -+I- am
appreciative that our: State Amvet membership has
entrusted ;us with the privilege of enactlng pollcy
throughout the year.,:“'n. e : ~

e . - . o
fﬁdﬂ~81nce we last met I have been very 1nvolved w1th ,
~ the’ 'blatant attack.of our nations Flag at the Chicago
- Art - Institute. We have always been taught that "0Old
Glory" deserves our utmost respect. It sickens me to
know' that:the' Cook :.County States Attorney, Illinois
Attorney ‘General, ~and: the -U. S. Attorney General
. could not have intervened to prevent the continual
" desecration::-+ It~.does not- surprise me, that-in a
society that has:been tarnished for the past 20 years
with white collar crime, that a judge would rule that
standing on our nations:-Flag cannot be construed to
" mean:trampling. - It does not surprise me, that in a
society that condones releasing of convicted class X

felons who have committed rape, armed robbery, or . -

murder through the changing of identity policy, that
‘this: same - group would welcome the tearing or burning

- of our National Emblem. It does not surprise me,
- that-in ‘atsociety that believes. in spending millions
.- of :dollars over numerous vyears through the appeal
- process in order to prevent the execution of
. individuals who have committed mass murders, :that

that: society would welcome the desecration of our
National ‘Emblem in which many of our comrades have -

" given their :1life, mind, oxr body to defend. ' We must

never permit-anyone to display our National Emblem,
of the greatest sovereign nation of the world, on the
floor. Our country's Flag is a symbol : which offers
~ hope=-to - the oppressed people of the world. Our
.- Nation's Flag is a symbol which represents life,
" liberty, and " the pursuit of happiness --for all free
. people. It is a symbol that represents all the
.+ freedoms ~which are provided in our United States
Constitution and the United States Bill of Rights.
It is? a symbols that has been carried by our brave

. young men and women through many Wars in defense of

those wishing to be free people. Millions of United
States of America's people have given their lives;
body; or mind, so that she may wave freely from
above, displaying life 1like movement. - It is a
symbol that has earned and deserves total respect.

‘'




In fact, there are Federal and State ' Laws that
command the . manner in which she may be displayed.
Violation of those laws is a criminal offense. Those
- violators - should be dealt with in an' expedient

manner.: The courts have no right to protect those’
who. choose - to violate and victimize our people, our:

nation, our Flag. We must now put up or shut up.’
This is not the 1960's . We are back whether you
.like it or not. We must protect our national
"Emblem" at : all cost.  Talk will not prevent

desecration. - Action will once again free her so she’

can .- proudly - wave, expressing her Jjoy for our
freedoms. Always remember, "One Country, One Flag,

One Language", and if necessary, 1 will fight for-

those principles.
-.In conclusion, I leave you with thlS"
_I am your flag :

T

”;"My Red Strlpes...symbollze the blood spllled in
defense of this glorious natlon.
' My Whlte Strlpes...31gn1fy the burning tears
shed by Amerlcans who lost their sons. oo
Tr« My Blue Strlpes...ls 1nd1cat1ve of God's heaven
under which I fly. . SRR ot

P o S

My Stars...clustered together, unlfy 50 States
as one, for God and Country.

“»“Old Glory" is my nlckname, and proudly I wave
on hlgh - ) _ :

;J~9 . B
Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives
and.your~fortunes.

Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty‘

p051tlon, lest I never return.. - vl
5 - Keep allght the fires - of patriotism, strive
: earnestly for the Splrlt of democracy.

AU B

ﬁ Worshlp Eternal God and : keep His commandments,«

: and I.-shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom
‘;for all manklnd "

Coa
I

~‘ }:}:Ieam your Flag.'




'I would now like to discuss the continuation of
loss of medical entitlements through the. VA due to
the 1988 fiscal year budget shortfalls. + I .must state
that ithere has been no - improvement. In fact, the
situation ‘has greatly worsened. Our comrades are
being denied inpatient and outpatient i care for a
sundry of xreasons. . Some of those reasons are as
follows: Co : : o

1.?;This~VA facility is not located in the veterans

" region of residence, you must go to the VA facility

in your catch basin.

BRTE R . O . .

2. ' We no longer provide maintenance of care. It is
your ‘responsibility to pay for all your medication,
even:if you are a pension veteran, as --long as your
condition: is determined to be chronic, but stable.
The Means Test has no relevance as to whether or not
you:can afford to ‘continue maintenance of care. It
is i~the. obligation of your personal physician to

‘

_ provide your. $700 worth of medication per month.

,3.T?" We no longer provide transplants due to the

astronomical cost for the medication which prevents
the '‘body from rkjection.- We also cannot afford the
continued appointments needed as a result of the
surgery., « SR s e : :
EN f':“;‘"; E""? | ‘ . HEL .

4, . We no longer - have monies needed to provide
contracts to private nursing homes. We realize that
you:-are in need of skill care and have no one to take
care of you, but you must understand that we do not
have the means .to purchase your care. We ‘also
realize that our VA skill wunits have a six month
waiting list for admission, but due to your condition
you must be discharged. - , : 0 e

5. We would like to admit ydu, but due to‘the budget

‘shortfalls we have had to again reduce our staffs, so

there is no one on the ward. - As a result, we would
suggest you call us in another month. '

6. It is our opinion that your acute .condition will
not cause your death within 72 hours. As a result,
we must deny your admission.

7. Due to our budget shortfalls, we will not be able

to provide you with your prosthesis. New monies

should be available in three or four months, at that

- time you can reapply for your limbs.

.



"t As you’' can see, our health care services have
dwindled away to practically nothing. By denying the
services we end up with less inpatient and outpatient
requests 'for services. With 1less requests for
services, the Office of Management and Budget will
be ‘able to statistically prove that the VA needs less
money in their next fiscal year budget. As a result,
more of our people will be denied health care. It is
time for us to demand that Congress provide the
additional billions of dollars needed to provide
total health care for our comrades. Sitting at the
bar or at a meeting, such as this, and complaining
about our shortfalls, accomplishes nothing if that is
as far as it goes. We should be demanding that they
provide emergency funding for getting our health. care
facilities back to their status of the 1950's. If
our ‘ Congress can provide billions of dollars to
nations that  are lead by communists, marxist,
dictators, fascists, etc., then they should be able
to provide health care funding for our comrades who
gave of themselves to keep our nation free.

1% Qur . Veterans Assistance Commission need your
assistance more now then they ever did. They are the
last resort for our comrades who have been denied
assistance - from agencies from which they are
entitled. This is the only group that understands
the veterans' needs due to the fact they are veterans

governed by veterans. They are not a unit of
government - that = is under the thumb of the
bureaucrats. As a result, many County Boards do not
- want Veterans Assistance Commissions to form. It is

our obligation by state statute to provide the bare
necessities of life for our comrades ~who have no
means to care for themselves: We have been entrusted
by the legislature to take care of our people. Let
‘us“not let our legislature down. We must assume the
responsibility and make sure that " our Veterans

b

to dO. St ! ’

S TE T R - . Sincerely yours,

1

RS A : "+ Martin J. Rue :
i ’ R " Division &4, Sr. Vice '
’ Commander '

AT : N T

Assistance Commissions do what the law instructs them
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NATIONAL VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION
1608 K STREET, NW. % WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

For God and Country W. F. LENKER, chairman JOHN F. SOMMER, JR., Director

No. 6-89 (26-3) '- March 2, 1989

STATEMENT OF JOHN F. SOMMER, JR., DIRECTOR
NATIONAL VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION
THE AMERICAN LEGION .
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS
UNITED STATES SENATE
MARCH 1, 1989

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

The American Legion thanks the Committee for this opportunity to offer
comment on the President's nomination of Edward J. Derwinski to be the first Secretary
of the Department of Veterans Affairs. : '

At the outset, Mr. Chairman, may we say that the achievement of the historic
legislation - the Department of Veterans Affairs Act - which will elevate the Veterans
Administration to the fourteenth Cabinet-level department in the Federal Government,
effective March 15, was an American Legion objective for over two decades. Therefore,
we look forward with a great deal of pride and anticipation to the transition of the
agency from one of independent status to a full-fledged Executive Department.

Historically, The American Legion, as governed by its Congressionally-approved
charter and its Constitution and By-Laws, has been and continues to be a non-political
and non-partisan organization. As such, it has consistently refrained from endorsing
candidates for public office.

At ‘the same time we must say that it has also been the consistent policy of the
Legion that the President of the United States has and should have, the prerogative of
appointing officers of government in whom he has confidence. That is certainly true in
the case of the Secretary, and on that basis, we formally state to the Committee that
The American Legion has no objection to the appointment of Mr. Derwinski to be
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Having set forth those parameters, we should now like to briefly state what The
American Legion expects of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. While we do not endorse
candidates for Federal office, we do, as the nation's largest and fastest growing veterans
organization, reserve the right to express our judgment on how well the individual in that
position serves the needs of America's veterans and their dependents and survivors.

It is important that the Secretary be a veteran who has experienced military

TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS
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service during wartime. Only then can he understand the needs and requirements of
veterans.

It is our belief that three of the most significant attributes the nominee must
bring to the office are understanding, compassion and administrative ability.

Veterans are men and women who have answered the call of the nation. They
have dropped their own affairs to defend the national interest. Because veterans have
performed this special service to the nation, we submit they are entitled to special
consideration by the Government and the people they served.

So, for us who are veterans, we expect the Secretary to articulate our thoughts
and feelings, our just needs, and our problems, in the highest councils of government. He
must be a spokesman for veterans and an advocate for legitimate veterans programs.

Mr. Chairman, as it considers this nomination of the President, this Committee, in
our judgment, must proceed with the knowledge that the Veterans Administration today
is an agency replete with problems. The Secretary must be expected to address himself
to these problems as soon as he is confirmed in office.

Suffice it to say that the single most critical concern that exists within the
Agency today in our opinion, is the combination of inadequate funding, personnel
shortages and management problems within the Department of Medicine and Surgery.

In early September, we advised the Committee that we were aware of serious
budgetary shortfalls at many VA medical centers. Today, we can honestly say that it
appears there are serious problems at every medical care facility - and they are getting
worse.

As we stated at that time - prior to the commencement of the current fiscal year
- the funding shortfall for the Department for FY 1989 may reach as high as $1 billion,
and unless a supplemental appropriation is provided even more draconian actions will be
taken throughout the medical care system to reduce spending.

A myriad of factors are responsible for the current fiscal crisis, one of the most
ominous being decremental budgeting over the past several years. Other elements
contributing to the totally inadequate medical care funding are dollars withdrawn for the
"one percent productivity incentive, workload reductions, Gramm-Rudman-Hollings
reductions, as well as escalating costs for drugs, supplies and medical technologies.
Numerous times new programs have been legislated without the necessary funding, which
has forced medical center directors to divert funds earmarked for equipment and non-
recurring maintenance accounts, among others, to help save medical care programs and
to support personnel salary costs. We just recently learned that new activation funds,
which had been reduced already because of the lack of a supplemental appropriation,
have been shifted to personnel accounts to hire additional medical care staff and pay
existing salaries. This has delayed the opening of facilities that were scheduled for this
fiscal year.

The American Legion is currently analyzing the findings of a survey of medical
center directors, wherein we requested some pertinent information relating to funding
and staffing issues at the individual facilities. As soon as that data is developed we will
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share it with this Committee for its use in the budget deliberations for FY 1990, and, we
trust, a supplemental appropriation for the current fiscal year.

We are aware, in general, that many nonservice-connected veterans are losing
eligibility for medical care, the availability of prescription drugs is being greatly
reduced, drastic reductions in the provision of contract community nursing home care are
being reported by a majority’ of medical centers, and the list goes on and on. Mr.
Chairman, as mentioned a moment ago, we will be pleased to share the results of our
survey with you and the Committee, and will do so in the near future.

There are also other problems that need to be addressed in an open and objective
manner. The Federal Government has not met its responsibility to Vietnam veterans and
their families in attempting to determine the long-term health effects of Agent Orange
on those who were exposed to it. The Veterans Administration - soon to be the
Department of Veterans Affairs - should have taken a lead role in this subject when it
first became an issue in the mid-1970s. However, it did not. Now that the Centers for
Disease Control has arbitrarily declared this a dead issue, the Veterans Administration
has apparently agreed with them and decided to do nothing.

The American Legion's position on this important subject is that the United States
Armed Forces used the defoliant in Vietnam, therefore it is now the responsibility of the
Federal Government to use all resources available to determine the effects of Agent
Orange on those Vietnam veterans who were exposed to it, and to adequately compensate
those who are determined to be suffering diseases or disabilities relating thereto. The
- study was mandated by PL 96-151 in 1979. It has yet to be carried out.

Additional problems continue to exist in the treatment and diagnosis of Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder within the Veterans Administration. There is a need for
improvements to be made in the availability of treatment in VA medical centers,
particularly for veterans with severe cases of PTSD. The Chief Medical Director's
Special Committee on PTSD has made some recommendations in this area that should be
thoroughly reviewed. Recently completed research in the area of PTSD should also
receive significant attention by the Agency.

These are genuine problems that should receive the attention of the new
Secretary. Unfortunately to a large degree they have been neglected.

As we have mentioned in previous presentations before this Committee, the cost
of war does not end when the shooting stops.

The amount of money spent on veterans benefits and medical care today is a
declining percentage of total Federal expenditures. It is most certainly a debt of honor,
and is money well spent. The compassion and concern that has historically been
manifested by the American people as a whole toward this nation's returning warriors is
one major reason why its young men and women respond when they are called to national
service. This has served the United States well for more than 200 years and through
numerous wars and campaigns. |t represents an unwritten pact between the Government
and the people which is the lifeblood of the continued existence of this nation.

The American Legion looks forward to working with the new Secretary. We
pledge to him the cooperation and assistance of this organization, as we have to his
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predecessors, so long as the agency is doing everything possible to work toward the good
of America's veterans.

In meeting the obligations included in the mandates approved by its policy-making
bodies, and encompassed in the Charter granted by the Congress in 1919, The American
Legion will continue its mission of ensuring service to our veterans, and their dependents
and survivors.

Once again Mr. Chairman, we thank you and the Members of the Committee for
this opportunity to present our views.

L2222 A2 SRR RS R X R R R XS

SUMMARY STATEMENT PRESENTED AT HEARING

We thank the Committee for this opportunity to offer comment on the President's
nomination of Edward J. Derwinski to be the first Secretary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Historically, The American Legion, has been and continues to be a non-political
and non-partisan organization. As such, it has consistently refrained from endorsing
candidates for public office.

Having said that, we must also say that it has been the consistent policy of the
Legion that the President of the United States has and should have, the prerogative of
appointing officers of government in whom he has confidence: That is certainly true in
the case of the Secretary, and on that basis we formally state to the Committee that The
American Legion has no objection to the appointment of Mr. Derwinski to be the first
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

We had the opportunity of having Mr. Derwinski address the Conferees of the 66th
National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Conference this week, and we were pleased
to hear several things that he had to say. As he said earlier today, he stated that his
philosophy is to maximize ccoperation and coordination with the veterans organizations.

He mentioned the problems in medical care funding and we are aware that he had
expressed the need for a supplemental appropriation for medical care and general
operating expenses for FY 1982 - and an amendment in the FY 1990 proposals in both
these areas early last month. The American Legion applauds this as a step in the right
direction.

The medical care funding shortfall is one of the genuine problems that will face
the new Secretary, and require his immediate attention. Unfortunately, to a large
degree they have been neglected, and now require drastic action. As we have mentioned
in previous presentations before this Committee, the cost of war does not end when the
shooting stops.

The American Legion looks forward to working with the new Secretary. We
pledge to him our cooperation and assistance, so long as he and the agency are doing
everything possible to work toward the good of America's veterans.
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We also look forward with a great sense of pride to the fransition from the
Veterans Administration to Department of Veterans Affairs. :

The achievement of this historic legislation has been a goal of The American
Legion for over two decades.

To reiterate what our National Commander H.F. "Sparky" Gierke said in response
to Mr. Derwinski's remarks to our Conference earlier this week, The American Legion's
position is that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs should carry the water for America's
veterans - as opposed to carrying the water for the Office of Management and Budget.

To that end, what we have heard here today from Mr. Derwinski is refreshing.
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of February 8,
1989.

Chairman John Cawley opened meeting in due form.
Roll call of officers taken, all officers present.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Motion by
John Sadowski, seconded by Sam Maggio, that minutes
be accepted as read.

Our Superintendent discussed the meeting January 17,
1989 with Congressmen Hastert pertaining to Haztech,
Inc. It is our understanding that the Attorney
General's Office was investigating the violations of
state laws pertaining to this site. It was also
mentioned that a public meeting with Representatives
Breslin and Mautino and Senator Welch took place on
1/18/89. It is important that our legislature become
actively involved in this legislation.

Our Superintendent again mentioned that the NamVets
would be willing to sponsor an MIA/POW symposium if
they c¢could find $2,000 to pay for costs of
transportation and expenses of the invited speakers.
Any veterans organizations wishing to chair this
project is welcomed.

We were then informed that the States Attorney's
Office had requested to see one of our clients files.
They wanted to know the financial payment our office
has made per month to this individual through General
Assistance. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Ed4d
Wroblewski, that the only way our Surerintendent will
provide information to any agency pertaining to our
indigent war era veterans will be if that agency
fills out the proper request for information forms.
Our war era veterans are entitled to confidentiality
and we should protect their privacy. Motion passed
unanimously.

We were then told about the countless denials from VA

health care facilities by our veterans. Due to the
VA budget ~ shortfalls, our comrades are being denied
inpatient as well as outpatient entitlements. This
will only increase as the months go on unless
Congress appropriates additional funding. By not

providing the needed shortfalls they will be saving
the federal government thousands of rdellars and will
be losing hundreds of veterans due to needless
premature deaths. It is up to our people to insist
that human rights begin at home. It is inhumane,
callous, and sadistic to malie our aged veterans die
in the street in order +o prove that there is a
shortage in VA funding. Contact your
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representatives and tell them of your anger at this
treatment.

We then discussed the rededication hoax of our.

Illinois Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The monument is
hallow ground and has already been dedicated in
memory of our 1living and dead. There is no sane
reason why it should be rededicated a year latter.
We must never use our memorials: for anything other
than to pay tribute to those for whem it was meant to
honor. Let us remember this from this day forth.

Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded by Ed Wroblewski, to
adjourn.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Delegates Tony Karczewski, Amvets Post 78; Nick
Pacetti, Post 4668; Sam Maggio. Marine Corp League;
Mike Shelton, Nam Vets; Carl Kirar, Post 883; Ed
Wroblewski, Post 8232; John Cawley, Post 237; and
Ralph Adler, Post 235

Alternates John Sadowski, Post 883: Lenord Laws, Post
78; and James Cappellini, Post 235

Chairman John R. Cawley and Superintendent Martin Rue
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- mit this expression,” Gillis said, nority students, .has been closed
i+« Expression is part of the equa-". 1o the public though stafl mem- -
! ‘tion that makes. this COURLEY: bers and the school's 1,700 stu- §
. Strong.’" . ¢ dents fnay view it
2 Qillis n_llm , however, was not : The school, at Columbus
- the e"‘_’,?f,» ?,f@ﬂ}YOVG'SY,:"G? Drive and Jackson Boulevard ;|
pcauses » th ol "+ ' adjacent to the Art Institute, re- . L.
" @ Christopher llo%gard, .34, - mained under tight security. . ¥§
who identified himsclf as a stu- * At a rally Thursday some stu- -
! dent at the School, said that so® dents demanded that the exhibit i
+ many student-visitors to the ex-. be reopened to public view..
; hibit have stood on the flag thats The controversy is reminiscent,
N it is now smeared with grime. "¢ . of the uproar last May'when a
: @A lawyer for_the veterans’ Broup of black aldermen, accom-. P
{ groups said he will not appeal panied by police officeis, |
 Gillis’ ruling, but will ask the* Stormed into ‘the school to re- {:
‘iqlate’s.altomey’s‘ office and US,-,. = oo o ' See Flag, pg. 8
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Continued from page 1
move a student’s art work that
; depicted the late Mayor Harold
Washington wearing women’s un-
derclothing. .

. The exhibit is constructed 50
that the ntle, “What Is the Proper
Way 10 Display a US. Flag?” ap-
pears on the gallery wall. Below
the ttle is a photo depicung im-
ages of the flag. Below the photo-
graph is a book on 2 shelf.

On the floor, directly beneath
the shelf is the United States flag
extended outward toward the
viewer, who is invited to write his

thoughts in the book.
The veterans groups contend,

‘gn@schooloﬁidalsdcny,thatit
is impossibie for. anvone—except

for those with very long legs—to

write in the book without walking

or standing on the flag. - . -

The exhibition of student works
opened Feb. 17, but was closed to
the public last Friday after the
controversy arose. Peter Brown,
school vice president, said the ex-
hibit will remain closed to all but
students and staff members.

“We are sad, but this is why we

. have courts,” veterans’ lawyerpJo-

seph A. Morris said. .
“We think the judge's decision

ignored the fact that desecraton *

has aiready occurred.” ) :

XY

" A tearful Thomas Stack, 2

member of the Windy City Veter-
ans Association, one of the plain-
1iffs, said, “We urge all citizens 10

X , their views 10 the Arn In-
stitute. This decision is painful. It
is insensitive 10 pain in the hearts
ofw:eterans.'meﬂagisasymbol
of Liberty and justice. It's sacred.
Desecration should not be al-
lowed.” . .

Morris bad emphasized in court
that the veterans were opposed 10
the school’s failure to keep

' the flag exhibit.

“Based on the ri;_zhf.of freedom

" of expression, we demand that

viewers from stepping on the flag.

At the school, some students
called for reopening the exhibi-
tion to the public. Others said
that such a move would be dan-
gerous because of threats against

cach piece be exhibited in its orig-
inal form and demand that the
show be open to public view,”
said Luis Browne, a smdent who
addressed a rally of about 300 °
outside the school. Several stu-
dents said they disapproved of the

- work, but defended the artist’s

right to display it.

Some students carried signs
such as “Sad—but legal” and
“Don’t step on freedom.”

«] don’t think it should be open
10 the public,” said stdent Roy
Wright. “1t could attract the’
wrong element, and it might be
dangerous.”
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12500

Vrdolyak state{_senators join veterans groups at Art Instrtute, ;

'*‘-‘”’m-

. a small gallery adjacent to the institute. It
oonsrstsofthewordsonthegallerywall'

~ By William. Recktenwald I
More than 2,500. mostly peaoeﬁrl dem

ﬂaglymgontheﬂoor.,. Lt

disorderly conduct dunng the demonstra-
tion, police said. ' - i

Meanwhile, Repubhcan mayoral ean-'.-‘
became the lat--

“didate Edward Vrdolyak
litician to interject himself into the
swn'mg controversy,
of all companies that, contribute to the
Art Institute, . .
Officials of the school and msmute

, were not avmlabl%g‘bw wﬁa ,,,grg,“ spilled out..on 0.

" As Vrdolyak madeé his* a%gearance,,-
- chants of * Ed
~quickly drowned. out’ by’ other people tolm

iel:- Eddiel:
" chanting, “One, two,

thiree,  four
B ﬂag up off the ﬂooﬂ”;&s s‘ﬂ@*&{bpﬂt-»e

“The demonstmtors, including fepresen
tatrves of a vari
braved windchills of minus-6_as
cited the Pledge of Allegiance and sang "
the Natmnal Anthem and “God Bless
America,” then listened - to ‘speakers de-
nounce the msutute and

of the Art Institute,” said
Thomas Stack of the Wmdy Clty Veter- .

The controverial flag exhxblt is part of a
. show of work by 66 minority students in

that read “What is the proper way to
dlsplay a US Flag?” and below the title

"é x:\?‘qv

'-tsa

onstrators marched Sunday in opposition m&'
to a display in the School of the Art In-' -

.stitute of Chicago that; mchrdee a US._.

Two people were amested on charges of Judge Kenneth

flag. °
calling for a boyoott gz Sen Walter Dudya (R., Chica--

variety ‘of veteransgouﬁ

its. adgmmstm-‘
.- tion, R : ,

"~ “We are. absolutely outraged by the in-
l‘ .sensitivit
* - ans Association.

rally against flag

photogmph isa book on
On the ﬂoor beneath the shelfrs a clean

" U.S. flag spread neatly."

On Thursday, Cook County Circuit
Gillis refused a

uest
from' veterans groups to stop . the ool
, - from showing tgo e flag exhibit. ** -

“Placing a flag on the floor is not mu-
tilating, defacing or trampling it,” the
Juﬁ said. Fedcral and state law prohﬂm

-'go), who is a Vietnam veteran, read from
the judge’s opinion as he addressed the
protesters, who filled the sidewalks and

Firrp RN - Michigan, Avenue ..

o ant he!e to respond to the invitation .

the display,” Dudycz said. He '
tlmthewou!dy;:ckupﬂxe
flag, attach it to a wooden pole and then

g}laee ‘the; pole nr,? yvhite plmic hu;ket

Dudycz, aocompamed by State Sen.,
-Robert Raica (R., Chicago) and National
'Guard Maj. George Gottlich, of the 33d
Infantry Brigade, who- carried the sand
.and bucket, then lead the demonstrators
arohnd the’ block, to the ‘east entmnee of
the institute, -

Secunty officers vyould not allow re-

to aooomgmy the senators into
gal!ew, but when they emerged, they
to!d reporters ey had mdeed placed the
ﬂa}g\ on the povlve.h . the af
reporter who entered gallery after
Dudycz and 'I;aimdobserved a wo'man
removing staples and cutting two plastic
fasteners that held the flag to the pole.
The woman then eareﬁllly spread the flag

P St

photogn:ﬁlel that demcts lmages of the “on the ﬂoor

.and.

IRt ) Y

»zeXhlblt

> et f! NAE

. .
‘r{(" ;,"

Within seoonds, two vetemns Ronald‘

‘Guranovich, 41, and Jim Canup, 42,

stoopedandp:ckeduptlteﬂag,eare y

folded it and placed it on the shelf near '
the book, in which vxsltors are imnted to "

an ocomments.

Canup and Guranovich stood by and
said that other veterans waiting in line
wouldtaketnmstowethattheﬂagwas
not placed on the floor again. ',

After a few minutes, secunty oﬂioers
asked those in the gallery to leave so that
others could enter. Just then, Monty

cked up the folded flag and an-
/‘t‘lttmngall S planned to take it from

e ery and give it, to uo
Guard officer outsr%e. $ ’un”’a % p

_Chicago police: officers told Home that
if he tried to leave he would be arrested.
He handed the folded flag to. the officer
laced his 1hands - behind ’ hrs back,
- was ‘handcuffed, * then "'led *away.” Home |
wasﬁeedwnﬂnnafewnnnuteeaﬁerpo-
lice tOOkhISDaﬂE. 3 I S .

"‘The institute remamed ‘open unt:l 5
p m., but the gallery with the oontrover-
sial exhibrt closed at 3 p.m.

“We’ll just say it is for eveuyones safe-
ty,” said a security supetvxsor who would
not give his name.,, . 1 .

m.lu;lfefore?; p.m.,
€ gallery, an
lice told reporters that tll;le would sepgl;
against the woman who
removedm&omhrspole -
Dudycz left but vowed to return Mon-
day at noon and continue to demonstrate
dmlyunttl,,thedrsplayrsremoved. Pt
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ELEVENTH DISTRICT AMERICANISM. ...

All of you are probably well aware of the situation
that has occured at the Chicago Art Institute School
of Art.

The American Legion has expressed its concerns about
the display of the American Flag and the resulting in-
difference that the School has taken.

The American Legion Department of Illinois has started
an effort to collect 250,000 letters of concern.

1f you would please write a letter expressing your
thoughts on this event it would be appreciated.

Address your letters to

American Legion
Department of Illinois
343 S. Learborn
Chicago, Il. 60604

The Eleventh District Americanism Committee thanks you
very much for your effort on behalf of our FLAG.

John R. Anderson
Americanism Chatrman
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For God and Country

March 13, 1989 (21)

MEMORANDUM TO: Department Service Officers/Rehabilitation
Directors :
Department Rehabilitation Chairmen
Members of the National Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Commission

SUBJECT: Title 38, United States Code

This office has been advised that title 38, United States
Code, has been revised to reflect legislation enacted during
the 2nd Session of the 100th Congress, and the revised copies
are now available.

They may be ordered through the Superintendent of
Documents, Congressional Sales Office, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, DC 20402, or through your local GPO Branch
Office. The cost of the subscription which includes the
revised title 38 and one change which is to be issued later in
the year is $23.00. The order number is 552-070-05549-5.

HN F. géMMER, JR.

irector : :
National Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Commission
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1608 K STREET, NW. % WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

For God and Country W. F. LENKER, chairman JOHN F. SOMMER, JR., Director

No. 9-89 (19-2) March 22, 1989

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP ARTICLE

The following message by National Commander H.F. "Sparky" Gierke, is part of
the campaign to top 3 million members in The American Legion by the National
Convention in Baltimore.

TS LS SRS AT L L L X L L X L A L g R k)

MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH MEMBERSHIP
by
H.F. "Sparky" Gierke
National Commander

The future of The American Legion's Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
programs relies on you and your fellow Legionnaires! The American Legion was founded
to provide service to this nation's veterans and their families. This effort is the
cornerstone that creates opportunities for countless other programs, each depending on a
strong, growing membership. Without members in The American Legion our Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation programs could not exist.

it takes men and women like you to help make a difference in America. Together,
as members of The American Legion, we touch the lives of millions of our nation's
citizens every day. Our Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation programs assist veterans and
their families throughout the nation. But without a strong membership these programs
would not be in place to provide help and understanding to the veterans who need that
help the most.

As you know, The American Legion is making a special membership push to reach
three million members. During the last four years we have experienced growth in
membership not seen since just after World War 1l. This growth is no accident. We have
worked long and hard to increase our membership strength.

During my travels | have been asked, "Why is the three.million membership goal so
important?" The answer to that question is simple, yet at the same time, complex.
Membership growth means different things to different people within The American
Legion. To some, the numbers are important to indicate growth and longevity. To

TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS
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others, membership means increased strength on Capitol Hill and in Statehouses across
this great land. To still others, more members means stronger programs for our nation's
veterans.

All of these reasons, or any others you may find for increasing membership
strength, are good ones. We each have our own reasons for wanting The American Legion
to reach the three million mark in membership. And each of us is justified for applying
those reasons to our membership recruiting efforts.

Each of us holds in our hearts the true reason why membership in The American
Legion is so important. Membership is important not just to The American Legion, but to
each community, state and the nation.

The American Legion was founded on the principle of service. That service
extends to our fellow veterans, to our fellow citizens and to each other. The American
Legion, through its programs of service, touches the lives of millions of Americans each
day, from the disabled veteran seeking assistance with a claim, to a child seeking relief
from drug abuse, to a mother asking for help to feed and clothe her children. In every
case, The American Legion is there to help.

Why? Because Legionnaires care about people. We care enough to have sacrificed
time, energy, and even our lives, to support the greatest nation on earth. Our service
goes beyond wearing a uniform and serving the nation in far away places. Our service
continues today, as we work to make America a better place to live for future
generations.

Now is the time to act. You are part of The American Legion family. By making
that extra effort to bring other family members into The American Legion, you will
make an impact beyond our Yeterans Affairs and Rehabilitation programs. Membership
is the key to the success of The American Legion. You can make a difference.

If everyone recruited just one new member into The American Legion, our
programs of service, and our Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation activities, would
benefit greatly. The good we do now would grow, touching even more lives.

The reason for reaching our goal of three million members is simple. The strength
we gain through increased membership will benefit all of The American Legion's
programs of service to the community, state and nation.

You made The American Legion what it is today. Now, I'm asking you to help
make it what it will be tomorrow by signing up just one new member between now and
June |. Let's join together in Baltimore and celebrate a victory for America's citizens.
Let's make The American Legion's goal of three million members a reality.
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For God and Country

March 23, 1989 (19)

MEMORANDUM TO: Department Service Of ficers/Rehabilitation Directors
Department Rehabilitation Chairmen
Members of the National Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Commission
National Cemetery Committee

SUBJECT: An Invitation for Comment on the 1989 Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation Conference and on the
Department Service Officers Seminar

An invitation is herewith extended to all those who participated in the 66th
Annual National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Conference to offer comment and
. observations regarding the ‘value and effectiveness of the Conference and the

Department Service Officers Seminar. ' :

Our continuing effort is to arrange both the Conference and the Seminar in a
manner that is interesting and informative to the Conferees. All interested Legionnaires
are included in this planning.

To ensure the best possible meetings, we need and solicit comment and
suggestions. Constructive criticism will be accepted in the spirit in which it is offered.
We hope to have the benefit of the thoughts of the Conferees while the recently
concluded Conference and Seminar are fresh in their minds. This will enable us to begin

preliminary planning for next year's meetings.
. égMMER, JR.

ational Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Commission
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NATIONAL VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION
1608 K STREET, NW. % WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

For God and Country W. F. LENKER, Chairman JOHN F. SOMMER, JR., Director

No. 7-89 (26-4) March 10, 1989
TESTIMONY ON FY 1990 VETERANS ADMINISTRATION BUDGET

Very little in the way of definitive information is available with respect to
President Bush's proposed budget for the Veterans Administration for FY 1990.
Therefore, the full statement presented to the Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs
prior to its hearing on the budget of March éth is identical to that presented to the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs for its hearing on February 9, 1989. The full text of that
statement was included in Bulletin No. 4-89 (26-2), dated February 13, 1989.

The Summary remarks presented during the Senate Committee on Veterans

Affairs hearing of March 6 follow.
SOMMER, JR.

XXX XEXXEKEEREEX XXX R XERXXLEXXX

. J HN F.
rector

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF JOHN F. SOMMER, JR., DIRECTUR
NATIONAL VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION
THE AMERICAN LEGION
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS
UNITED STATES SENATE
MARCH 6, 1989

The American Legion will limit its remarks to a couple of areas of major
concern. Unfortunately, we have not seen much in the way of specific, definitive figures
emanating from President Bush's FY 1990 budget which relate to the VA. As we have
hear? this afternoon from previous witnesses, we are not the only ones experiencing this
problem.

Our concerns relating to the funding shortfall in the Department of Medicine and
Surgery were reported to this Committee on September 9, and reiterated last week
during Secretary Derwinski's confirmation hearing. | am sure that it is obvious to
everyone here today that the problems have compounded since that time.

Our concern led us to initiate a survey of every VA medical center director on the
impact of the funding shortfall and staffing problems that plague the medical care
system. :

TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS
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Preliminary review of our findings reflects that over 80 percent of the medical
centers have severely curtailed or eliminated medical care to Category B and C veterans
and some nonservice-connected Category A veterans. Funds have been diverted from
supply, maintenance and new facility activation accounts to personnel accounts so that
health care personne! can receive a paycheck.

Upwards of 75% of resources earmarked for the contract nursing home program
have been diverted to cover other operating expenses in the medical centers. There is
deterioration of academic and research activities; beds are being closed, and there are
delays in obtaining specialty clinic appointments, just to name a few. This only describes
the current situation. In FY 1990 it will be even worse, unless definitive action is taken.

We will provide the Committee with the results of our survey as soon as they are
completely compiled and analyzed. '

The American Legion is extremely pleased that Secretary Derwinski has appealed
to OMB for a supplemental appropriation for medical care of $314 million and 1,539
FTEE for the current fiscal year - happy to hear will be coming forward - and an
amendment to the FY 1990 proposal for an additional $512 million and 5,093 medical
employees. Although this amount is not sufficient to cover the total problem, it is a step
in the right direction.

We also appreciate the fact that you, Senator Cranston, and other members of
this Committee were among those who met with Mr. Darman, Director of OMB, to
illustrate the dire need for a supplemental. National Commander H.F. "Sparky" Gierke
wrote to President Bush on February [3th, requesting his support in directing OMB to
submit an FY 1989 supplemental request to Congress.

Another major concern of The American Legion is the current staffing situation in
the Department of Veterans Benefits, and the proposed reduction in FY 1990 of 550
FTEE. This Committee is aware of our concerns about the effect that persistent
personnel losses is having on the quality and timeliness of claims development and
processing. The situation continues to deteriorate, and unless a supplemental
appropriation is passed, in the neighborhood of $20 million in the GOE account, it will get
even worse. We urge the Committee to closely examine this critical situation. .

In closing, there are a number of extremely critical budgetary decisions that must
be made if the VA - soon to become the Department of Veterans Affairs - is to be able to
adequately serve this nation's veterans. We trust that this Committee will be influential
in deliberating this important issue. . '
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For God and Country

March 2, 1989 (9)

MEMORANDUM TO: Department Service Officers/Rehabilitation Directors
Department Rehabilitation Chairmen
Members of the National Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Commission

SUBJECT: Update on Government Life Insurance

During 1989 and 1990, there will be a number of major changes to several of the
government life insurance programs that will be of interest to veteran policyholders.
The following is a discussion of these changes.

Premium Discount Increase

A provision of PL 100-687 authorizes an increase in the discount rate for the
advance payment of premiums for the various government life insurance programs.
Currently, the discount applied to advance premium payments has ranged from 2.5% to
3.5%. The VA will initially increase the discount rate to 7.5%. The basis for this
increase is that all premiums, including those paid in advance, are primarily invested by
the VA in U.S. Treasury securities which are producing an average yield of 9.64%.
Furthermore, it is projected that the average yield on the VA's trust fund portfolio will
remain at this rate or higher for at least the next eight years. Future adjustments to the
discount rate will be made according to trust fund earnings. The current discount rates
will be retained as guaranteed minimums.

This. change will benefit policyholders by reducing their premiums and will also
provide savings to the government, since the number of premium payments processed by
the VA is expected to decline as more policyholders elect to pay premiums quarterly,
semi-annually, or annually, rather than monthly, in order to take advantage of the
discount. It will go into effect in Fiscal Year 1990.

Interest on Delayed Settlements

PL 100-687 also contains a provision which grants the Administrator the authority
to pay interest on insurance settlements from the date of death (or date of maturity for
endowment policies) to the date of payment to the beneficiary (or policyholder).
Although claims in most cases are reportedly paid within 10 days, actions such as appeals
to the Board of Veterans Appeals, litigation in the courts, and other procedural reasons
may cause significant delays in the settlement of a claim. Such delays deny beneficiaries
and policyholders the use of the proceeds during this period. Currently, settlement
proceeds remain invested primarily in U.S. Treasury securities and any interest earned
thereon serves to increase the amount of dividends paid to all policyholders rather than
being paid to the individual beneficiary or policyholder. Once the necessary
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modifications have been made to the VA's automatic data processing system, this change
will be implemented. This is expected to occur sometime in Fiscal Year 1990 and will
affect only those insurance policies which mature after an effective date to be
determined by the Administrator. Such interest may only be paid if the Administrator
determines that it is administratively and actuarily sound to a particular fund. The VA
plans to pay 9.25% interest on "V", "RS", and "W" policies; 7.0% interest on "K" policies;
and 9.75% on "J", "JR", and "JS" policies.

Acceptance of NSLI (RH) Applications by Non-Court Appointed Custodians/Conservators

The VA's Insurance Service has requested the General Counsel to determine
whether or not federally appointed fiduciaries can conduct insurance transactions on
behalf of incompetent veterans. If they decide that a federally appointed fiduciary can
act on behalf of a veteran in such an instance, the VA will amend its procedures so as to
allow such applications.

Automation of the NSLI (RH) Application Process in Conjunction with Awards of
Service Connection

By law, veterans separated from service on or after April 25, 1951, under other
than dishonorable conditions, who are suffering from a service-connected disability are
eligible for (RH) Service Disabled Veterans Insurance. Application for RH insurance
must be made within one year from the date of notification to the veteran of the grant
of service connection. Under current procedures, copies of initial or subsequent service-
connected disability ratings are forwarded to.the Insurance Centers from the various
Regional Offices. Upon receipt of these ratings, invitation letters and application forms
are sent to the veteran. These procedures are very labor intensive. New procedures
have now been implemented which will automatically send RH applications and
pamphlets to veterans receiving initial or new service-connected disability ratings.

This will ensure that veterans who may be eligible for RH insurance are informed
of this potential benefit as soon as possible after a rating establishing a service-
connected disability.

‘New Reinstatement Requirements for Lapsed Insurance Accounts

- Currently, reinstatement requirements are divided into three categories. If an
account has lapsed within 6 months of a request for reinstatement, the insured must
submit a comparative health statement. If lapsed more than 6 months and the insured is
under 50 years of age, a non-medical application (no physical examination required) is
submitted. If the lapse is more than one year, or the insured is over age 50, a medical
application and a physical examination are required.

Under the new procedures which became effective in January 1989, insureds that
were lapsed more than one year or who are over age 50 will complete a non-medical
application. However, a physical examination may be required after a review of the
application, if additional information is needed.
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"RS/W" Term Policy Caps -

In order to provide some relief to older policyholders, all "RS" policyholders who
have renewed their policies at age 71 or above will have their premiums reduced (rolled
back) to the age 70 renewal rate. Policyholders under age 70 will have their premiums
capped at the age 70 rate. :

Increase in Payments to NSLI Annuitants

PL 100-322 authorizes an increase in payments to NSLI beneficiaries who are
receiving insurance proceeds under one of the annuity options. The VA was able to
increase the monthly installment payments being made to such annuitants by 50%. This
action was possible because of the high yields on the invested reserves that have been
held for payment of the NSLI "V" annuity settlements. Prior to this, the law required a
3% interest factor in determining the amount of each monthly annuity payment, ‘while
the annuity fund reserves were earning interest in the rate of 9.39%. Future adjustments
in these payments will depend on interest earnings and mortality experience. Initially,
:23,000 beneficiaries have benefited from this increase since it was enacted in August

9 8.

Pre-Authorized Debit System

In July 1988, the VA introduced a new premium payment option called the VA
Matic which is a pre-authorized debit payment system. Policyholders may elect to have

their monthly insurance premium automatically deducted from their checking account

through a wire transfer between their financial institution and the Federal Reserve Bank
where all VA insurance premium payments are deposited. The 1.8 million policyholders
currently making direct premium payments to the VA are being advised of this new
option by a mailing which was to be completed in January 1989. Thus far, approximately
10% of eligible policyholders have elected this payment option.

Exclusion of Gender Differentiated Mortality Tables

The VA currently pays annuities to approximately 150,000 individuals under all of
its insurance programs. Of these, almost 1,500 (1%) are calculated using gender (male v.
female) differentiated mortality tables. Gender differentiated mortality tables provide
for lower monthly payments to female annuitants based upon actuarial projections that
female annuitants on average will live longer than their male counterparts and,
therefore, will receive a greater number of monthly installments. Although this is true
from an actuarial standpoint, as a matter of social policy the VA will change its annuity
programs to pay male and female annuitants equally. Since there are relatively few
female annuitants in the affected programs, the financial impact on the trust funds will
be minimal. This change which will become effective in Fiscal Year 1990 will apply to
all future annuity payments under the Veterans Special Life Insurance (VSLI), Veterans
Reopened Insurance (VRI), Service Disabled Veterans Insurance (SDVI) and option 5
payments under both National Service Life Insurance (NSL1) and United States
Government Life Insurance (USGLI) programs.
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Administration of the Veterans Mortgage Life Insurance (VMLI) Program

This program provides up to $40,000 in mortgage life insurance protection to
disabled veterans who receive housing grants for specially adapted homes. Since the
program's inception in 1971, VMLI has been supervised by the VA and administered by the
Bankers Life Insurance Company of Nebraska. PL 100-322 authorized the VA to directly
administer the VMLI program as of September 1, 1988. All VMLI cases are processed at
the St. Paul Insurance Center.

SGLI and VGL| State Taxation

PL 100-322, effective July |, 1988, exempts both Servicemen's Group Life
Insurance (SGLI) and Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI) from state taxation. This will
benefit both insured servicepersons and veterans by reducing the programs' expenses by
about $4.5 million per year. Both programs are self-supporting in that the insured pay all
the costs of providing the insurance, including administrative expenses and taxes. Their
exemption from state taxation will reduce expenses to the funds which will result in
these savings being passed on to the insureds.

Payment of Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI) Premiums by Allotment and
Deduction from Benefits (DFB)

The VA has developed additional premium payment options which provide
convenient payment alternatives to those insured under the Veterans Group Life

Insurance (VGLI) program. Retirees from all branches of the service can now have their

'VGLI premiums automatically deducted from their service retirement pay. This option
virtually eliminates the possibility of a policy lapsing for nonpayment of premiums. A
similar option which will allow insureds to deduct their VGLI premiums from VA
compensation or pension payments is being prepared for introduction later in 1989.
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