COUNTY OF LA SALLE

VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
W——_———_

MARTIN J. RUE LaSalle County Courthouse
. Room A103
Superintendent 119 W. Madison Street
(815)433-1761 Ottawa, lllinois 61350

Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of November 26, 1991
Meeting opened in due form by Chairman John Cawley.
The Roll Call of officers was taken:

Chairman Cawley - present
Vice-Chairman Maggio - present
Chaplain Pacetti - present
Sgt. at Arms Adler - present

Minutes of the September meeting were read. Due to no quorum at our October 23,
1991 meeting a motion was made by Bob Anderson, seconded by Nick Pacetti, that
the September 1991 minutes stand as read. Motion passed.

0ld Business: Superintendent Rue addressed delegates concerns and answered all
questions.

New Business: A letter of resignation was received from James Sobberi, Service
Officer of our V.A.C. Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Nick Pacetti that James
Sobberi's resignation be accepted. Motion passed unanimously.

V.A.C. delegates and alternates then motioned to find a service officer immediately.
Motion by Al Strozewski, seconded by Richard Foltynewicz, that the Superintendent
start the procedures immediately to fill the service officer's position.

A discussion then insued pertaining to a time table for a completion of interviewing
for hiring a service officer. It was the decision of the delegates and alternates
that public notification of the open position be started immediately, with a deadline
of accepting applications for December 13, 1991. That will be followed with a special
meeting of the LaSalle County V.A.C. on Tuesday, December 17, 1991. The Superintendent
will notify all applicants who passed the original screeing of the above mentioned
time frame and their required presence at that special meeting. Motion by Bob
Anderson, seconded by Richard Foltynewicz, that application for service officer
process start immediately with a December 13, 1991 deadline be set to receive
applications and a December 17, 1991 special meeting of the LaSalle County V.A.C.

be held to have those chosen applicants appear before us. Motion passed unanimously.

Ron Cummings reported that the Plano Vietnow Chapter had called him announcing that
they would be putting on a program at the LaSalle Veterans Home. To date they have
raised $500 for their activities and are asking for additional veterans groups to
assist them with that endeavor. They need additional volunteers as well as cash
donations for prizes. Any group that can help can call John Walters at 815-496-2210.
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Ron then shared with us the letter from Senator Paul Simon pertaining to lifting
of the economic embargo with Vietnam. Senator Simon feels that this will help
resolve numerous problems that our nation is enduring. They are as follows:

1) It will resolve the MIA/POW issue. 4

2) It would prevent millions of Vietnamese from fleeing in boats from
Vietnam which is forcing the fee nations of the world to endure -
additional costs in order to provide for those peoples needs.

3) It would help our American investors because other nations of the
world are already trading with Vietnam and are exploring the natural
resources that Vietnam has to offer. This could help our nation
economically. It is no longer to our advantage to continue with
our sanctions.

Senate Bill 1348, "The Vietnam Access Act of 1991", will permit us to lift
the imposed embargos. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob Anderson, that
our veterans groups do not support S.B. 1438, Motion passed unanimously.

Our annual election of officers for 1992 was duly held. Through the electoral
process the new officers for 1992 are as follows:

Chairman - John R. Cawley
Vice-Chairman - Joe Iwasek
Chaplain -~ Nick Pacetti
Sgt. at Arms -~ Ralph Adler

Up and coming events that were announced are as follows:

1) LaSalle Christmas Parade on November 30, 1991. All veterans
posts welcome. ' ,

2) Peru Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration on December 7, 1991. It will be held
on Water Street in Peru, Illinois with 11:30 A.M. kickoff. All veterans
and color guards asked to participate. Will kick off at 2 P.M.

3) Ottawa Pearl Harbor Day Parade on December 7, 1991. The parade will kick
off at 2 P.M. All veterans and color guards are asked to participate.
Contact Richard Foltynewicz at 434-5318 for additional information.

Superintendent Rue stated that the V.A.C. corporate papers must be submitted for
renewal. This year they are requesting 6 personnel to be listed as officers and
directors. Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Nick Pacetti, to add the names

of Howard Minnick and Al Strozewski as directors and list as elected officers our
V.A.C. Motion passed.

Motion by Bob Andersbn, seconded by Ron Cummings, that we adjourn. Motion passed.
Members present: Delégates Nick Pacetti, American Legion Post 237; Howard Minnick,
Amvets Post 120; Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 237; Al Strozewski, American
Legion Post 426; Richard Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506; Robert Anderson, American
Legion Post 33; Joe Iwaszek, Catholic War Veterans Post 1229; Ron Cummings, Nam Vets.

Alternate James Cappellini, American Legion Post 235.

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237 and Superintendent Martin J. Rue.
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of October 23, 1991
Chairman John Cawley opened the meeting in due form.
The roll call of officers was taken.

Chairman Cawley - present

Vice Chairman Maggio - excused
Chaplain Pacetti - present
Sgt. at Arms Adler - excused

Delegates present announced their posts selection for V.A.C. delegates for 1992.
They are as follows:

Ottawa Legion Post 33 - Bob Anderson

Oglesby Legion Post 237 - John R. Cawley
Marseilles V.F.W. Post 5506 - William Ballard
LaSalle V.F.W. Post 4668 - Bill Mueller
Streator Amvets Post 120 - Howard Minnick

0ld Business: Superintendent Rue addressed delegates concerns and answered
all questions.

New Business: Ron Cummings discussed the current attempts of normalization with
Vietnam. He stated that there was a signed agreement for peace in Paris pertaining

to Vietnam withdrawal from Cambodia. He then stated that Senator Murkowski introduced
Senate Bill 1438 which was co-sponsored by Senator Kerry of Massachusetts and Senator
Simon of Illinois. This bill would 1lift sanctions with Vietnam. The lifting of
sanctions may be completed by the end of 1992. We must push through our veterans
organizations for no normalization with Vietnam until there is a full accounting

of our MIA/POW's. It is our obligation to have our chartered veterans organizations
notify our Congress and our President of our feelings on this issue.

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Foltynewicz that we adjourn. Motion passed.
Members present: Delegates Rbbert Anderson, American Legion Post 33; Howard Minnick,
Amvets Post 120; Richard Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506; Bill Mueller, V.F.W. Post
4668; and Ron Cummings, Nam Vets.

Alternates William Ballard, V.F.W. Post 5506; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668.

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237 and Superintendent, Martin J. Rue
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of September 26, 1991.

Meeting was opened in due form by Chairman Cawley. Roll Call of officers showed
all officers were present or accounted for.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by
Ron Cummings, to accept the minutes as read. Motion passed.

01d Business: Delegates and Alternates asked the Superintendent about their

budget he had submitted to the County Board. Superintendent Rue explained some

of the County Veterans Assistance Commission Board members proposed cuts. This

upset many of the delegates and alternates. A heated discussion of options available
to the Commission was discussed.

The possibility of obtaining a National Veterans Cemetery in our Illinois Valley
was discussed. Delegates and Alternates were advised to ask our representatives
and senators to help us in this endeaver.

New Business: Cases that our Veterans Assistance Commission has been handling and
our Commission's activities were presented by our Superintendent.

Superintendent Rue explained the Veterans Administration's Home Improvement
Instructural Alterations Program. This is available to some service connected
veterans as well as some non-service connected veterans.

Our Superintendent was asked how to encourage more veterans posts to attend our
Commission meetings. . :

Ron Cummings stated that the Daniel Borah family was at the Veterans Reunion in
Kokomo, Indiana. He stated that while there he spoke with the family members, who
attested that there was no doubt in their minds that the picture of Daniel Borah
was authentic. He further talked about Major Carr and that he had been sighted by
many in a specific area in Southeast Asia. He stated that U.S. officials announced
to the national media that they will send people to those sighting areas in the next
few weeks. Ron asked the question of why would you let the enemy know you were
coming? They would obviously relocate him knowing that they were coming to those
areas to look for him. Ron further announced that on October 6, 1991, family
members of our Prisoners of War that were recently shown in our state and national
newspapers, will be in Peoria, Illinois at the VFW Post 814 hall. Ron and Marcia
will be attending that event.

Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob Anderson, that we adjourn. Motion passed.
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Members present:

Delegates Al Strozewski, American Legion Post 426, Bob Renz, Catholic War Vets Post
1224, Richard Foltynewicz, VFW Post 5586, Dutch Mueller, VFW Post 4668, Ralph Adler,
American Legion Post 235, Ron Cummings, Nam Vets of Illinois, Robert Anderson, American
Legion Post 33.

Alternates Nick Pacetti, VFW Post 4668, James Cappellini, American Legion Post 235.

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237 and Superintendent Martin Rue.
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of August 28, 1991.

Meeting opened in due form by Chairman John Cawley. Roll Call of officers
showed all officers present and accounted for.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read., Motion by Carl Kirar, seconded
by Ed Wroblewski, that the minptes be accepted as read. Motion passed.

Motion by Joseph Iwaszek, seconded by Richard Foltynewicz, that a letter be
sent to Cindy Decker thanking her for her service to the veteran community.
Motion passed.

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Ron Cummings, to draft a letter to Pete
Ferracuti letting him know of our intent to hire a part-time Service Officer.
Motion passed.

Insurance for our VAC office was discussed. ' Delegates and Alternates received
a detailed explanation -of our VAC office and employees insurance status.

Superintendent Rue announced the progress being made by Marcia Cummings, our
newly selected Administrative Assistant: Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded

by Richard Foltynewicz, to accept Marcia Cummings as our VAC Administrative

Assistant. Motion passed.

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Ralph Adler, to change our VAC Commission
meetings to the 4th Wednesday of each month. Motion passed unanimously.

It was announced that there will be a Concerned Vets meeting on August 29, 1991
at the Ottawa American Legion hall.

Ron Cummings read a letter from the National American Legion to the Department
of Defense. He explained the American Legion's support for the POW issue. He
briefly discussed POW Borah case in which our government alleged that they had
no fingerprints, palmprints or heelprints of this veteran. These prints were
regularly taken of military personnel for identification purposes. The reason
this became an issue was that Mr. Borah's sister had her brother's pictures and
negatives sent to her, along with his fingerprints, palmprints, and heelprints.
When she notified the government of this they stated they could not find any
fingerprints of his in order to compare with the ones that were sent to her to
see if they were legitimate. The govermment apparently lost theirs.

The Delegates and Alternates reviewed and finalized the 1991 VAC budget.

Motion by Foltynewicz, seconded by Anderson, to raise the transportation
line item to $25,000. Motion passed.
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Motion by Adler, seconded by Foltynewicz, to raise the New Equipment
line item to $8,500, requesting that our VAC office have a copier
and a computer with an external modem, narrow printer and communica-
tion package. Motion passed.

Motion by Adler, seconded by Anderson, that the Superintendent's
salary be set at $35,000. Motion passed.

Motion by Ed Wroblewski, seconded by Ralph Adler, that our Adminis-
trative Assistant's salary be set at $20,000. Motion passed.

Motion by Adler, seconded by Foltynewicz, that the extra help line
item be set at $1,000. Motion passed.

Motion by Foltynewicz, secohded by Bob Anderson, that the Service
Officer's salary be set at $25,000. Motion passed.

Motion by Adler, seconded by Anderson, that an insurance line item
be added to our budget for all our office insurance needs, including
errors and omissions and $13,000 be added to that line item. Motion
passed.

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Ralph Adler, that a line item be
added to our 1991 budget for attorney fees and $15,000 be placed in
that line item. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Nick Pacetti, seconded by Leonard Laws that we adjourn. Motion
~ passed.

Members present:

Delegates Richard Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506; Robert Venturi, Amvets Post
783 Joseph Iwaszek, CWV Post 12293 Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235;

Ed Wroblewski, Peru V.F.W. Post 8232; Ron Cummings, Nam Vets; Bob Anderson,

American Legion Post 33.

~ Alternates Leonard Laws, Amvets Post 78; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668;
James Cappellini, American Legion Post 235; Carl Kirar, C.W.V. Post 883;

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237 and Superintendent, Martin Rue
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of July 10, 1991.
Meeting was called to order in due form by Chairman Cawley.

Current officers of the Veterans Assistance Commission were called.
Chairman Cawley - present
Vice Chairman Maggio - excused
Chaplain Pacetti - present
Sgt. At Arms Adler - excused

Minutes of the previous meeting were read by delegates and alternates. Motion by
Ed Wroblewski, seconded by Bob Anderson, to accept the minutes as read. Motion
passed.

New Business: Superintendent Rue was asked to explain our VAC office insurance
status. After a lengthy discussion motion was made by Bob Anderson, seconded by
Nick Pacetti, that our VAC office, superintendent, and employees, should have the
same insurance coverage that all other county offices, department heads, and
employees have. Superintendent Rue should see that this needed insurance coverage
is purchased and that he request a line item for insurance be added to our 1991
VAC budget. Motion passed unanimously.

Superintendent Rue emotionally read a letter of resignation from his administrative
assistant, Cindy Decker. He further expressed what a great loss she will be to our
veteran community. Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Rich Foltynewicz, to accept
- Cindy's resignation with regret. Motion passed.

Ron Cummings discussed H.R. 1730 and H.R. 1147. Members present mentioned that

both bills were supported by Amvets, State of Illinois, we believe the American
Legion, State of Illinois, and we believe the VFW, State of Illinois. Ron expounded
on the Truth Bill and stated that what has passed the House was a watered down
version. It was attached to an Intelligence Bill which was assured to pass. He will
update us at our next VAC meeting. Ron further read excerpts from the letter of
resignation of Col. Peck. He stated we should pay particular attention to Page 4.

July 31 at 7 P.M. will be the Ottawa Salute to Service Men and Women. It will be

in conjunction with the Ottawa Riverfest and will be held at Washington Park, across
from the Ottawa American Legion. All veterans, families, and friends, are asked to
be present.

Motion by Strozewski, seconded by Anderson, that we adjourn. Motion passed.
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VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

MARTIN J. RUE " LaSalle County Courthouse
Room A103

Superintendent ' 119 W. Madison Street

(815)433 1761 , o } ; Ottawa. INinois 61350

Mlnutes from the May 8, 1991 Veterans Assistance Commission meetlng

The meeting opened in due form by Chairman Cawley. Roll call of officers
. showed all officers present. Motion by Sam Maggio, seconded by Lenard Laws
that we dispense from our normal procedures and permit Gary Garretson to
address our Commission. Motion passed.

Gary spoke at length pertaining to our current position with the LaSalle
County Board members. He further outlined the steps that must be followed

in order to arrive at a decision by the court. He answered all delegates
questions. He was then thanked by the Commission for his assistance in our
litigation. He was then dismissed so that we could continue with our commit-
tee meeting.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Motion by Ron Cummings, seconded
by Joe Iwasek, to accept minutes as presented. Motion passed.

Once again the delegates entered into a lengthy discussion pertaining to our
current litigation with the County Board. Superintendent Rue answered- their
questions pertaining to our current postion. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded
by Bob ‘Anderson, to continue with our litigation. Motion passed unanimously.

The delegates then discussed the cost that the Commission will have to incur

as a result of litigation. Motion by Al Strozewski, seconded by Richard Foltynewiez,
that Superintendent Rue request the VAC for the county add a line item to our

VAC 1991 budget for legal fees and request that $10,000 be transferred to that

line item immediately. Motion passed unanimously.

Superintendent Rue then advised the delegates of the VAC Commission that County
Board member Charles Klever asked that a copy of our minutes be made available

to the County Board members who are appointed to the VAC Committee for the county.
A spirited discussion insued by the delegates at the Commission meeting. It

was the consensus of the Commission that if any County Board member wished to
read the minutes of our Commission meeting, that they are on file at our VAC
office and they could read them there at anytime. Motion by Ron Cummings, se-
conded by Lenard Laws, that Supt. Rue advise the County Board members of this
sarvice vhat is available to them.” Motion passed unanimously.

Delegate Ron Cummings reported on his meeting before the Ottawa City Council
asking approval for a sign to be placed in Washington Park to recognize those
from Ottawa who honorably served in Operation Desert Shield and Operation
Desert Storm. The sign will have prlnted the names of all who have served from
the Ottawa High School Dlstrict.

The Concerned Veterans of the Illinois Valley will be holding the meeting at
the Marseilles American Legion Post on Thursday, May 30, 1991 at 7:00 p.m.
All veterans are encouraged to attend.

There will be a parade held in LaSalle on May 18, 1991 at 2:00 p.m. honoring
those who have served in the Persian Gulf and allother veterans who have served
their nation honorably. Any veterans whose Color Guard plans on attending should
contact the City of LaSalle immediately.
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On June 22, 1991 the City of Oglesby will be hosting a parade honoring all
veterans who have honorably served in the Armed Forces of the United States.
They will also pay special tribute to those who served in the Persian Gulf.
They are asking all Color Guard who are planning to participate to notify
the City of Oglesby as soon as possible.

Motion by Bob Anderson, seconded by Sam Maggio, to adjourn.

Members present: Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Lenard Laws,
Amvets Post 78; Joe Iwaszek, CWV Post 1229; Al Strozewski, American Legion
Post 426; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League;
Richard Foltynewiez, V.F.W. Post 5506; John Cawley, American Legion Post 237
Chairman; Bob Anderson, American Legion Post 33; and Ron Cummings, Nam Vets
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Liss McKNiGHT

July.3, 1991

Mr. James Balley
Spencer Insurance Agency
487 Main Street
Marseilles, 1L 6134}

RE: County of LaSalle
Veteran’s Assistance Commission (VAC)

Policy 1L.CM1883 (7/1/91 - 7/1/92) - Governmental Interinsurance
" Exchange

Dear Jim:

We have received the copy of correspondence from Martin J. Rue,
Superintendent, Veteran's Assistance Commission of LaSalle County, to Mr, Joe
Panzia, Chairman of the LaSalle County (Board) Veteran’s Assistance Commissfion
Committee, which you sent to us by Fax transmissfon on June 28, 1991. Mr. Rue
makes reference to a court decision which states that the LaSalle County VAC
fs "unquestionahly a unit of government, totally separate from the County
Board" and that "the Superintendent of the VAC and additional employees are
employees of the Commission and not the County Board." As a result of this
the LaSalle County States's Attorney has apparently determined that his office

has no obligation to prosecute for or defend the VAC or its Superintendent or
employees.
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April 24, 1991

. At the request of Charles Klever ( LaSalle County Board member and a member
of the LaSalle County Veterans Assistance Commission Committee), I am pro-

. viding information from the LaSalle County Veterans Assistance Commission
meeting of April 10, 1991 with the request that Cindy Decker's salary be
increased to $18,000 a year for additional services provided to our office.

Superintendent Rue was asked what the status of our Service Officer, Jim
Soberri was at the present time. He explained the current status. VAC Dele-
gate Robert Anderson, asked if we could hire another Service QOfficer to re-
place Soberri. OQur Superintendent suggested that it may not be advisable at
this time to terminate a person who is disabled until we have determined the
total extent of his disability. It is not advisable to terminate an employee
who is out on full disability. Delegate Anderson asked how we could possibly
do all our casework without another Service Officer when we couldn't keep up
with the workload when he was here? Superintendent Rue stated that Cindy has
been filling out many of the VA forms that our clients need completed. This
has been a great asset to me in my advocacy work. Delegate Ralph Adler stated
that she should be adequately compensated for the additional work that has been
placed upon her. He asked what her total responsibilities are in our VAC Office.
In brevity she does the following: '

1. All paperwork required and qualifying of those veterans' requests for
General Assistance, medical payments, and transportation.

2. Listens to the needs of all clients and suggests what state or federal
agency might be able to assist their needs.

3. Takes dictations and helps prepare the documentation I need to continue
my advocacy work.

4. Fills out those needed VA forms at my request or the request of our
clients and if necessary, contacts the VA Regional Office pertaining to questions.

Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob Anderson, that due to the extensive re-
sponsibilities, which are placed on our Administrative Assistant, Cindy Decker,
that the Commission insist that her salary be raised to $18,000. Motion passed
unanimously.

Sincerely yours,

mue s Superthemlem:

VAC of LaSalle County
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Applications filed since January 1, 1991

Pension - 2

Widow's Pension - 3

Compensation - 3

LaSalle Veterans Home - 3

Quincy Veterans Homes - 3 , C?(
Appeals - 2 : (
Military Records Request - 6

Income Verification Reports - 5

Overpayment Waivers - 3

Financial Statements - 2

Social Security - 3
VA Loans - 1

Agencies Contacted (since April 16, 1991)

Department of Public Aid - 14

Veterans Administration - 3

Social Security - 2

Department of Veterans Affairs - 4

Amvets Service Office - Chicago, IL -5
American Legion Service Office - Chicago, IL - 1
Iowa City VA - 2

Knoxville VA - 1

Peoria VA -1

Hines - 1

West Side - 1

St. Mary's Hospital - 2

Illinois Power - 3

Congressman Dennis Hastert's Office - 1
Military Insurance - 1

Macon County Recorder - 1

LaSalle County Recorder - 3

American Red Cross (Streator) -1

Airlines (cost of ticket to Seattle, WA for emergency)
Veterans Voice - 2

Resolutions - 4 .

American Red Cross - upgrade of discharge - 1
Job Service, Ottawa - 4 4

Concerned Veterans of the Illinois Valley - 1
Veterans Assistance Commission Delegates and Alternates - 3
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of April 8, 1991.

Meeting opened by Chairman John Cawley in due form. Roll call of officers
showed all were present.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Motion-by Ralph Adler, seconded by
Sam Maggio, that the minutes be accepted as presented. Motion passed.

0ld Business: Superintendent Rue answered all Delegate's questions pertaining
to old business.

New Business: Superintendent Rue was asked what the status of our Service
Officer, Jim Soberri was at the present time. He explained the current status.
VAC Delegate Robert Anderson asked if we could hire another Service Officer to
replace Soberri. Our Superintendent suggested that it may not be advisable at
this time to terminate a person who is disabled until we have determined the
total extent of his disability. It is not advisable to terminate an employee
who is out on full disability. Delegate Anderson asked how we could possibly
do all our casework without another Service Officer when we couldn't keep up
with the workload when he was here? Superintendent Rue stated that Cindy has
been filling out many of the VA forms that our clients need completed. This
has been a great asset to me in my advocacy work. Delegate Ralph Adler stated
that she should be adequately compensated for the additional work that has been
placed upon her. He asked what her total responsibilities are in our VAC office.
In brevity she does the following:

1. All paperwork required and qualifying of those veteran's requests for
General Assistance, medical payments, and transportation.

2. Listens to the needs of all clients and suggests what state or federal
agency might be able to assist their needs.

3. Takes dictation and helps prepare the documentation I need to continue
* my advocacy work.

4. Fills out those needed VA forms at my request or the request of our
clients and if necessary, contacts the VA Regional Office pertaining to questions.

Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob Anderson, that due to the extensive respon-
sibilities which are placed on our Administrative Assistant Cindy Decker, that
the Commission insist that her salary be raised to $18,000. Motion passed un-
animously.

‘Ron Cummings brought in a flyer pertaining to the 206,500 Korean Veterans who
honorably served in that War. He asked that each delegate post the flyer in the
Post homes and solicit the funds for the Korean Memorial Association. Ron also
handed out a memo from Task Force Omega announcing their salute to all veterans
which will take place July 28, 1991 in Chicago, Illinois. They are hoping that
many of our veterans will attend. Mr. Cummings next spoke on the Missing Person
Service Act and Resolution 1147 pertaining to declassification of D.0.D. records.
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He assured us that he would get a copy of those laws so we can draft resolu-
tions in support of those laws. He further stated that there are still 29
military personnel unaccounted for from the Persian Gulf War.

Superintendent Rue then discussed the self-help guide on Agent Orange and the
Mental Health Law Project which can possibly help family members who may be
inflicted by Agent Orange. Our VAC Office is currently in the process of
providing this information to the veteran community as well as to other advocate
offices so they can assist their clientele.

Ron Cummings asked if our Superintendent could assist our area communities in
showing support for those who had served in Operation Desert Storm. Our Super-
intendent stated that he would be more than happy to assist any community who is
needing help with veteran activities. This must be done within the limits of
the law and within the scope of his expertise. Motion by Richard Foltynewicz,
seconded by Bob Anderson, that the VAC Superintendent comply within reason to
commupities requests for help with veteran activities. Motion passed.

Motion‘by Joe Iwaszek, seconded by Ed Wroblewski, to adjourn. Motion passed;

Members present:

Delegates Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League; Richard

- Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506; Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; John Sadowski,
C.W.V. Post 883; Ed Wroblewski, V.F.W. Post 8232; Ron Cummings, Nam Vets; Robert
Anderson, American Legion Post 33; Joe Iwaszek, C.W.V. Post 1229

Chairman John Cawley and Superintendent Rue
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of January 9, 1991.

Meeting opened in due form by Chairman Cawley. Roll call showed all present.
Motion by Adler, seconded by Strozewski, that we suspend with normal procedures
in order to discuss the previous meeting with States Attorney Joe Navarro.
Motion passed.

Motion by Adler, seconded by Foltznewicz, that Supt. Rue draft a letter to
States Attorney Navarro stipulating which statutes the LaSalle County Board

was in violation of pertaining to the VAC office salaries. The letter should
indicate that the LaSalle County VAC wants a written response stipulating that
normally the St. Attorney Office would represent our Department in most liti-
gation, but under the current circumstances in which the litigations involves
-the VAC and the County Board that he would not be able to represent us due to
State Statutes. The State Attorney Office would further be in a direct conflict
of interest should they try and represent two separate units of government. We
need this letter to further the litigation in order for us .to petition the court
to’ appoint a special attorney to represent our interest. Moﬁion passed.

Motion by Maggio, seconded by Anderson, that we resume our normal meeting pro-
cedures. Motion passed.

Motion by Pacetti, seconded by Shelton, that we accept minutes as read. Motion
passed. :

Supt. Rue gave a lengthy report pertaining to the office procedures. He noted
that there has been a large influx of people having problems with state and fed-
eral government agencies. He further discussed legislation pertaining to needs .
for a national cemetery, Spousal Impoverishment Act, and State Veteran Preference
in Hiring Statutes.

Motion by Adler, seconded by Strozewski, that the meeting adjourn. Motion passed.
Members present:

Delegates: Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League; Ralph Adler, American Legion Post
235; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668; Al Strozewski, American Legion Post 426;

Joe Iwaszek, C.W.V. Post 1229; Richard Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506 Bob

Anderson, American Legion Post 33; Ron Cummings, Nam Vets

" Alternates: Mike Sheltbn, V.F.W. Post 5506; James Cappellini, American Legion
Post 235 ’

Chairman John Cawley, American Legion Post 237 and Superintendent, Martin Rue



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: back in October of 1988 the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs announced that the State of Illinois was in dire need
of a Veterans National Cemetery, and

WHEREAS: there was a requirement of three hundred acres of land
needed to be considered eligible to bid on that public works project and
the counties considered are five in number of which LaSalle County was one
of the five, and

WHEREAS: the United States Department of Veterans Affairs primary
concern was to centrally locate this National Cemetery to most judiciously
provide the most equitable service to the greatest percentage of the Illinois
veteran community, and

WHEREAS: where ever there is a Veteran Home Program in a state there is
to be either a State or National Veterans Cemetery in close proximity, and

WHEREAS: there are two Veterans Home Programs in north central Illinois,
one in the City of LaSalle and the other in the City of Mantino, which would
place the town of Marseilles in LaSalle County central to servicing the needs
of ninety percent of our Illinois veteran community.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that we go back to the originally requested
300 acres of land and permit LaSalle County to bid on this Public Works Project
and provide the location to suffice the needs of the greater percentage of the
veterans in the State of Illinois.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that a copy of this resolution be sent to V.A.
Secretary Edward Derwinski, Congressman Dennis Hastert, Senator Paul Simon,

Senator Alan Dixon, Governor James Edgar, and Illinois Department of Veterans
Affairs Bob Pochard.

Sincerely yours,

Concerned Veterans of the Illinois Valley
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: on August 2, 1990 dictator Saddam Hussein of Iraq sent tens
of thousands of his troops into the tiny nation of Kuwait. This aggressive
action brought about condemnation from the United Nations, and

WHEREAS: his Armies proceeded to strip Kuwait of all its assets and
maliciously commit all forms of heinous crimes on its citizens, showing our
would leaders that human life is of no consequence to Saddam Hussein's govern-
ment, and

WHEREAS: 1Iraq has refused all attempts by the United Nations for a peace-
ful resolve to this unwarranted act of aggression on an independent nation.
This irrational behavior of terror has threatened world peace, and

WHEREAS: on January 12, 1991 the United States Congress voted to permit
our President to do whatever must be done to invoke the United Nations resolu-
tions and liberate Kuwait. This for all practical reasons is a declaration of
war against Iraq.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the LaSalle County Board go on record in
total support of our Service Personnel, our Congress, and our Commander-in-Chief.
We pray for a quick end to this war and a safe return of all of our Service Per-
sonnel, citizens, and P.0.W.'s.

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that a copy of this resolution be sent
to our United States Senators, Representatives, and our Commander-in-Chief of
the United States Armed Forces. We are totally in support of our soldiers and
pray for them and their families.

Sincerely yours,
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Veterans Assistance Commission minutes of April 8, 1991.

Meeting opened by Chairman John Cawley in due form. Roll call of officers
showed all were present.

Minutes of previous meeting were read. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by
Sam Maggio, that the minutes be accepted as presented. Motion passed.

0ld Business: Superintendent Rue answered all Delegate's questions pertaining
to old business.

New Business: Superintendent Rue was asked what the status of our Service
Officer, Jim Soberri was at the present time. He explained the current status.
VAC Delegate Robert Anderson asked if we could hire another Service Officer to
replace Soberri. Our Superintendent suggested that it may not be advisable at
this time to terminate a person who is disabled until we have determined the
total extent of his disability. It is not advisable to terminate an employee
who is out on full disability. Delegate Anderson asked how we could possibly
do all our casework without another Service Officer when we couldn't keep up .
with the workload when he was here? Superintendent Rue stated that Cindy has
been filling out many of the VA forms that our clients need completed. This
has been a great asset to me in my advocacy work. Delegate Ralph Adler stated
that she should be adequately compensated for the additional work that has been

. placed upon her. He asked what her total responsibilities are in our VAC office.
In brevity she does the following:

1. All paperwork required and qualifying of those veteran's requests for
General Assistance, medical payments, and transportation.

2. Listens to the needs of all clients and suggests what state or federal
agency might be able to assist their needs. -

3. Takes dictation and helps prepare the documentation I need to continue
* my advocacy work.

4. Fills out those needed VA forms at my request or the request of our
clients and if necessary, contacts the VA Regional Office pertaining to questions.

Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded by Bob Anderson, that due to the extensive respon-
sibilities which are placed on our Administrative Assistant Cindy Decker, that
the Commission insist that her salary be raised to $18,000. Motion passed un-
animously.

Ron Cummings brought in a flyer pertaining to the 206,500 Korean Veterans who
honorably served in that War. He asked that each delegate post the flyer in the
Post homes and solicit the funds for the Korean Memorial Association. Ron also
handed out a memo from Task Force Omega announcing their salute to all veterans
which will take place July 28, 1991 in Chicago, Illinois. They are hoping that
many of our veterans will attend. Mr. Cummings next spoke on the Missing Person
Service Act and Resolution 1147 pertaining to declassification of D.0.D. records.
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He assured us that he would get a copy of those laws so we can draft resolu-
tions in support of those laws. He further stated that there are still 29
military personnel unaccounted for from the Persian Gulf War.

Superintendent Rue then discussed the self-help guide on Agent Orange and the
Mental Health Law Project which can possibly help family members who may be
inflicted by Agent Orange. Our VAC Office is currently in the process of
providing this information to the veteran community as well as to other advocate
offices so they can assist their clientele.

"Ron Cummings asked if our Superintendent could assist our area communities in
showing support for those who had served in Operation Desert Storm. Our Super-
intendent stated that he would be more than happy to assist any community who is
needing help with veteran activities. This must be done within the limits of
the law and within the scope of his expertise. Motion by Richard Foltynewicz,
seconded by Bob Anderson, that the VAC Superintendent comply within reason to
commupities requests for help with veteran activities. -Motion passed.

Motion.by Joe Iwaszek, seconded by Ed Wroblewski, to adjourn. Motion passed;

Members present:
Delegates Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668; Sam Magglio; Marine Corp League; Richard
- Foltynewicz, V.F.W. Post 5506; Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; John Sadowski,
C.W.V. Post 883; Ed Wroblewski, V.F.W. Post 8232; Ron Cummings, Nam Vets; Robert
Anderson, American Legion Post 33; Joe Iwaszek, C.W.y. Post 1229
Chairman John Cawley and Superintendent Rue )

/
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Minutes from the May 8, 1991 Veterans Assistance Comm1831on meeting.

The meeting opened in due form by Chairman Cawley. Roll call of officers
showed all officers present. Motion by Sam Maggio, seconded by Lenard Laws
that we dispense from our normal procedures and permit Gary Garretson to
address our Commission. Motion passed.

Gary spoke at length pertaining to our current position with the LaSalle
County Board members. He further outlined the steps that must be followed

in order to arrive at a decision by the court. He answered all delegates
questions. He was then thanked by the Commission for his assistance in our
litigation. He was then dismissed so that we could continue with our commit-
tee meeting. . '

Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Motion by Ron Cummings, seconded
by Joe Iwasek, to accept minutes as presented. Motion passed.

Once again the delegates entered into a lengthy discussion pertaining to our
current litigation with the County Board. Superintendent Rue answered- their
questions pertaining to our current postion. Motion by Ralph Adler, seconded
by Bob ‘Anderson, to continue with our litigation. Motion passed unanimously.

The delegates then discussed the cost that the Commission will have to incur

as a result of litigation. Motion by Al Strozewski, seconded by Richard Foltynewiez,
that Superinténdent Rue request the VAC for the county add a line item to our

VAC 1991 budget for legal fees and request that $10,000 be transferred to that

line item immediately. Motion passed unanimously.

Superintendent Rue then advised the delegates of the VAC Commission that County
Board member Charles Klever asked that a copy of our minutes be made available

to the County Board members who are appointed to the VAC Committee for the county.
A spirited discussion insued by the delegates at the Commission meeting. It

was the consensus of the Commission that if any County Board member wished to
read the minutes of our Commission meeting, that they are on file at our VAC
office and they could read them there at anytime. Motion by Ron Cummings, se-
conded by Lenard Laws, that Supt. Rue advise the County Board members of this
service that is available to them.” Motion passed unanimously.

Delegate Ron Cummings reported on his meeting before the Ottawa City Council
asking approval for a sign to be placed in Washington Park to recognize those
from Ottawa who honorably served in Operation Desert Shield and Operation
Desert Storm. The sign will have printed the names of all who have served from -
the Ottawa High School District.

The -Concerned Veterans of the Illinois Valley will be holding the meeting at
the Marseilles American Legion Post on Thursday, May 30, 1991 at 7:00 p.m.
All veterans are encouraged to attend.

There will be a parade held in LaSalle on May 18, 1991 at 2:00 p.m. honoring
those who have served in the Persian Gulf and allother veterans who have served
their nation honorably. Any veterans whose Color Guard plans on attending should
contact the City of LaSalle immediately.
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On June 22, 1991 the City of Oglesby will be hosting a parade honoring all
veterans who have honorably served in the Armed Forces of the United States.
They will also pay special tribute to those who served in the Persian Gulf.
They are asking all Color Guard who are planning to participate to notify
the City of Oglesby as soon as possible.

Motion by Bob Anderson, secopded by Sam Maggio, to adjourn.

Members present: Delegates Ralph Adler, American Legion Post 235; Lenard Laws,
Amvets Post 78; Joe lIwaszek, CWV Post 1229; Al Strozewski, American Legion
Post 426; Nick Pacetti, V.F.W. Post 4668; Sam Maggio, Marine Corp League;
Richard Foltynewiez, V.F.W. Post 55063 John Cawley, American Legion Post 237
Chairman; Bob Anderson, American Legion Post 333 and Ron Cummings, Nam Vets
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